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Renovations of 
Dome of 
the Rock 
completed 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Work was completed 
Saturday on the golden dome 
cj the Dome of the Rock mos- 
que, a symbol of Jerusalem 
and a shrine sacred to Muslims 
around the world. In 21 
months of renovations, the 
dome's leaky metal covering 
was replaced with 80 kilos of 
gold-plating. The work was 
carried out by an Irish com- 
pany and funded by King Hus- 
sein. Celebrations marking the 
completion of the work were 
planned for Monday in Am- 
man. A 20-member delegation 
from Arab towns in Israel was 
invited to attend the festivities. 
“This is a dream come true. It 
is an eternal symbol of the 
Arab presence in this holy 
town,” said Issam Awad, an 
Islamic trust engineer who su- 
pervised the project. The mos- 
que’s graceful dome rises 
above Jerusalem’s walled Old 
City in Arab East Jerusalem. 

Iraq says it has 
long dropped 
claim to Kuwait 

SANAA (R) — Iraq has long 
dropped its claim to Kuwait as 
its 19th province, Iraq's In- 
formation Minister Hamed 
Yousef Hummadi said Satur- 
day. Mr. Hummadi told a news 
inference in the Yemeni 
capital Sanaa that Iraq, which 
invaded Kuwait in August 1990 
and said it had become its 19th 
province, had long revoked 
this decision and the U.N. was 
told of the Iraqi position. “The 
Iraqi National Council (parlia- 
ment) has revoked die annexa- 
tion decision, and this was 
approved by the (ruling) Re- 
volutionary Command Council 
and the United Nations was 
notified of this,” he said. “This 
issue is .separate, however, 
from Resolution 687 of the 
Security Council, providing for 
the lifting of sanctions once 
Iraqi weapons of mass destruc- 
tion were destroyed,” Mr. 
Hummadi said. Officials in the 
region have said that the Gulf 
conflict cannot be finally set- 
tled as long as Iraq continued 
to claim Kuwait as its 19th 
province. 

Afghan warlord 
ready to discuss 
any peace plan 

MAZAR-E-SHAJRIF, Afgha- 
nistan (R) — Afghan warlord 
Abdul Rashid Dostum told a 
U.N. peace mission on Satur- 
day he was willing to discuss 
any proposal to end factional 
conflict, a day after 200 people 
died in the fighting. “We are 
here for peace," ex-communist" 
General Dostum, the leading 
force in northern Afghanistan, 
told Mahmoud Mestiri, special - 
U.N. envoy trying to end the 
faction fighting that has killed 
more than 11.000 people in the 
past two years. “We welcome 
any suggestion you may have. 
We are happy to sit and dis- 
cuss,” Gen. Dostum told the 
former Tunisian foreign minis- 
ter. Mr. Mestiri arrived in the 
ancient city of Mazar-e-Shanf 
on his third trip into Afghanis- 
tan since bis mission began last 
month. Early this month he 
visited Kab ul where Gen. Dos- 
tum and to chief ally. Prime 
Minister Gulbuddin Hekmaty- 
ar, have been battling since the 
new year to topple President 
Buzhanuddin Rabbani. 

Retired Israeli 
generals 
demonstrate 
for peace process 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Some of Israel’s top 
reserve generals demonstrated 
on aTel Aviv street corner late 
Friday in favour of the govern- 
ment's peace talks, drawing 
jiboth honks of support and 
curses of disdain from passers- 
by. Thirty-two retired gener- 
als, including a former chief of 
staff and six former comman- 
ders of the navy and air force, 
■waved Israeli flags and called 
•on the public to support the 
peace process. The unusual 
lathering of generals came fol- 
lowing a number of major 
street demonstrations against 
the peace accord reached with 
.the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
■nisation (PLO). 


King: Jordan recognises no 
Palestinian group but PLO 

All others have no legal status in Jordan 


m* 


By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein said Saturday that Jor- 
dan only recognises the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) as the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palesti- 
nian people and as such will 
not allow any other Palestinian 
group to operate from Jorda- 
nian territory. 

The King said the govern- 
ment had decided that the Isla- 
mic Resistance Movement, 
Hamas, had been operating 
illegally in Jordan before 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin discussed the issue in 
remarks he made Thursday. 

King Hussein told a press 
conference at the Prime Minis- 
try after chairing a Cabinet 
session that Jordan, ever since 
the Rabat Arab Summit, rec- 
ognises only the PLO and that 
“in the Hashemite Kingdom of 


Jordan we do not recognise or 
accept to cooperate with any- 
body except the PLO through 
its recognised organs and 
offices.” 

“We, the highest level of 
authority in this country, have 
been looking at developments 
in the region and decided to 
reemphasise our unwavering 
position adopted after deep 
discussion at A! Rabat summit 
in 1974 recognising the PLO as 
the sole legitimate representa- 
tive of the people of Pales- 
tine,” the King said. 

“Any other group, Palesti- 
nian or non-Palestinian, is 
illegal... we do not deal with it 
and we will not accept anv 
behaviour in its name from this 
territory... in terms of any ac- 
tion h lakes or position it 
claims to represent,” the King 
said. 

“I call on Jordanians to real- 
ise this fact and to adhere to 
our consistent policy that has 


Jordan to leave 
Yemen committee 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Renter 

AMMAN — King Hussein 
said Saturday Jordan was pull- 
ing out of a multinational com- 
mission that had succeeded in 
halting clashes between rival 
army units in Yemen. 

This was the gist of a mes- 
sage the King said he sent to 
Yemeni President Ali Abdul- 
lah Saleh and his Vice- 
President Ali Salem A1 Beidh 
with Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, who began a 
visit to Sanaa and Aden earlier 
in the day. 

“Our brethren in Oman en- 
ded their mission and we are 
now in the process of finishing 
our mission,” the King told a 
news conference. “This is the 
message that is being carried 
by our Jordanian delegation to 
Yemen,” 

Oman, Jordan's other Arab 
partner on the committee, 
formed to disengage army un- 
its that clashed hours after 
Yemen's bickering leaders 
signed a reconciliation pact in 
Amman on Feb. 20, said ear- 
lier this month it was ending its 
efforts. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Hizbollah blasts SLA 
position; two killed 


SIDON, Lebanon (AP) — Re- 
sistance fighters blasted an 
artillery position of Israel’s 
surrogate militia in South 
Lebanon with remote- 
controlled bombs Saturday, 
killing two militiamen and 
wounding three, security 
sources said. 

The sources said the two 
explosions destroyed an artil- 
lery battery of the South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) militia be- 
tween the town of Jezzine and 
the village of Aramta in a 
border enclave Israel occupies 
as a “security zone.” 

In a communique, Hizbollah 
(Party of God) daimed respon- 
sibility for the mid-morning 
attack. 

The communique, released 
in the port city of Sidon. pro- 
vincial capital of South Leba- 
non, claimed all five SLA 
crewmen of the blasted battery 
were “wiped out." 

The security sources said 
Israeli and SLA artillery struck 
back with a barrage of howit- 
zer fire on a cluster of 
Hizbollah-controlled villages 
facing the “security zone’s” 
central sector, wounding three 
civilians. 

The shelling, mounted be- 
hind repeated strafing sorties 
by Israeli helicopter gunships, 
targetted the villages of Zaw- 
tar. Kfar Tibmt, Kafra and 
Yater. the sources said. 

Hizbollah guerrillas in fields 
surrounding the four villages 
later fired two salvos of seven 


Katyusha rockets on the 
“security zone,” causing no 
casualties, the sources said. 

Six projectiles crashed in 
Marjayoon, provincial capital 
of the enclave, and the neigh- 
bouring garrison town of 
Qleaa. One landed on the bor- 
der 50 metres from Israel’s 
northernmost town of Metulla, 
the sources said. 

hi raid-afternoon, 14 other 
projectiles crashed on Jezzine’s 
outskirts lolling one civilian 

and wounding four, according 
to the sources. There was no 
immediate claim of responsi- 
bility for the 3 p.m. (1200 
GMT) salvos. 

The hostilities kept tension 
high on the only active Arab- 
Israeli warfrom despite a U.S. 
call Friday for the Lebanese 
government to defuse the vio- 
lence. 

The move reflected U.S. 
alarm over a sharp escalation 
of violence in South Lebanon 
that killed 12 people and 
wounded 16 Thursday, and 
raised fears the deterioration 
might hurt the U.S.-sponsored 
Middle. East peace negotia- 
tions. 

U.S. ambassador Mark 
Hambley said after a meeting 
with Lebanese Foreign Minis- 
ter Fans Bouez be had con- 
veyed a message from Presi- 
dent Bill Clin ton’s administra- 
tion that “calm and peace must 
be restored in South Leba- 


been the policy of the govern- 
ment and Kingdom of Jor- 
dan.” he said. 

The decision to ban the acti- 
vities of the Islamic group 
came after complaints from 
Mr. Rabin that Jordan was 
becoming “a paradise for the 
activities of Hamas.” The com- 
plaint by the Israeli prime 
minister came after the move- 
ment’s representatives in Am- 
man issued a claim of responsi- 
bility for two suicide bomb 
attacks that killed 12 Israelis 
during the last 10 days and 
threatened to launch similar 
attacks in the future. 

But the King was careful to 
point out that this issue was an 
‘internal” Jordanian issue that 
had been discussed before Mr. 
Rabin issued his warning and 
that it was born of the con- 
tinued Jordanian policy of ex- 
tending support only to the 
PLO and not in response to 
pressure from outside. 


State Department spokes- 
man Michael McCurry said 
Friday the United States has 
been in touch with the govern- 
ment of Jordan about reports 
that Hamas has been operating 
in Jordan. He offered no de- 
tails. 

“The government of Jordan 
shares our abhorrence for ter- 
rorism,” Mr. McCurry said. 
“The government of Jordan 
has a good record of acting to 
prevent terrorism.” 

The spokesman. was unable 
to confirm reports that Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
had called Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher to com- 
plain that Jordan was allowing 
Hamas to operate on its terri- 
tory. 

Mr. McCurry said Mr. 
Christopher and Mr. Rabin 
“have been in contact on a 
range of matters in recent 
days,” but he could not pro- 
vide a readout on their con- 


versations. nor was be able to 
confirm they had spoken by 
telephone on Friday. 

A senior Jordanian official 
who asked to remain anony- 
mous said the issue had been 
under discussion in the Cabinet 
since Hamas representative in 
Amman Mohammad Nazzal 
claimed his group's responsi- 
bility for the bus bomb attack 
in Hadera and had already 
issued instructions to the In- 
terior Ministry to limit Hamas 
operations in the Kingdom. 

“The minister of interior had 
instructions to call the two 
Hamas representatives and in- 
form them that they were oper- 

(Continued on page 5) 


Yemen leaders 
meet envoy 

YEMENI PRESIDENT Ali 
Abdullah Saleh Saturday re- 
ceived in Sanaa Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
who conveyed to him a mes- 
sage from His Majesty King 
Hussein on the situation in 
Yemen since the signing in 
Amman in February of a re- 
form and reconciliation agree- 
ment. 

Sharif Zeid underlined King 
Hussein’s keenness to preserve 
Yemen's unity and stability 
and stressed the need for be- 
ginning the implementation of 
the reform and reconciliation 
agreement, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

Sharif Zeid and Mr. Saleh 
reviewed at the meeting the 
work of the joint Jordan! an- 
Omani- Yemeni military com- 
mittee which was set up to 
supervise the implementation 
of military aspects of the agree- 
ment 

Sharif Zeid also met with 
Yemeni Vice-President Ali 
Salem Ai Beidh and conveyed 
to him a message from King 
Hussein . 



AIRBUS A-340: His Majesty King Hussein is ities in Jordan on the four-engine plane. The 
briefed Saturday oo the new A-340 generation of King test-piloted the plane for over one hour 


Airbus aircraft aboard a plane of the same type 
that arrived here to orient the concerned atrihor- 


over Amman and s ou the rn Jordan to familiarise 
himself with the aircraft (Petra photo) 


U.S. flights in north Iraq 
frozen as probe continues 


ZAKHO. Iraq (Agencies) — 
The allied air force patrolling 
northern Iraq said Saturday it 
had suspended flights for a 
second day following Thurs- 
day's shoot down of two U.S. 
helicopters. 

U.S. Navy Commander Ron 
Morse, a spokesman for the 
European command in Stutt- 
gart, Germany, said no flights 
would take place despite his 
earlier statement that there 
was a flight schedule for Satur- 
day. 

He did not provide an ex- 
planation for the suspension. 

No planes will patrol on Sun- 
day either under a decision 
already made before the acci- 
dent, said U.S. Air Force Cap- 
tain Michael Shavers, a 
spokesman for Incirlik air base 
in Turkey. 

“There are periodic down 
days once in a while,” he said. 

Air patrols to protect Kurds 

in northern Iraq were sus- 


pended Friday to reinforce 
safety procedures. 

Meanwhile, a Kurdish offi- 
cial identified one of the 26 
victims as U.S. Army Colonel 
Jerry Thompson, the outgoing 
commander of the Military 
Coordination Centre (MCC) 
here. 

The MCC coordinates the 
humanitarian mission on be- 
half of Kurds under allied pro- 
tection in northern Iraq and 
maintains contact with Iraqi 
Kurdish leaders. 

Shazad Saib, a spokesman 
for the Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan speaking from Ankara, 
Turkey, said Thompson was 
killed along with his recently 
appointed replacement, U.S. 
Army Colonel Richard A. 
Mul hern. 

Mr. Saib said the colonels 
were flying to Salah'addin, near 
the city of Erbil, to meet with 
the representatives of the U.N. 
office which coordinates huma- 


nitarian efforts with the MCC 
and with Masoud Barzani, foe 
leader of the Kurdistan Demo- 
cratic Party. 

The bodies of the victims 
were flown to Germany on 
Friday. 

Two U.S. F-15C jets on 
Thursday shot down the heli- 
copters apparently after mis- 
taking them for Iraqi aircraft 
(see page 2). 

American, French, British 
and Turkish warplanes have 
been patrolling a nQ-fly zone 
over northern Iraq since short- 
ly after the end of the Gulf war 
to watch Baghdad’s treatment 
of its Kurdish minority. 

The coalition force sealed 
off the accident site, barring 
reporters from reaching the 
scene. 

A team of U.S.. British, 
French and Turkish experts 
were scheduled to begin an 

(Continued on page 5) 


NATO jet shot down; Serbs 
reportedly overrun Gorazde 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO) ai rc r a ft were 
again drawn into a shooting 
war in Bosnia on Saturday 
amid reports that Serb tanks 
had overrun the embattled 
Muslim pocket on Gorazde. 

The United Nations said a 
British Harrier jump-jet was 
shot down over the encircled 
town, while the BBC World 
Service Radio reported that 
U.S. A-10 tank-busting aircraft 
had been ordered to attack 
Bosnian Serb armour in the 
area. 

The Sea Hairier was the first 
aircraft brought down over 
Bosnia by hostile action since 
NATO became involved in the 
rwo-year-old conflict. 

For its part. Muslim- 
controlled Sarajevo Radio said 


Serb tanks had broken through 
into the streets of Gorazde 
town and were shooting op 
residential buildings as resi- 
dents and U.N. workers dived 
into makeshift shelters. 

“There fas heavy shelling of 
Gorazde town itself, including 
tank fire,” a relief worker told 
Reuters. 

Gorazde's 60,000-strong 
population has lived on the 
verge of starvation for the best 
part of two years and has fre- 
quently come under attack, 
lying on the Drina River. It 
links Serb-held areas of Bosnia 
with Serbia proper. 

Bosnian Muslim government 
officials said in Sarajevo that 
the credibility of NATO and 
the United Nations was at 
stake after Serbs had ignored 
warnings to stop their assault 


on the U.N. designated "safe 
area" (see page 8). 

The offensive, despite two 
NATO bombing runs last 
week, has forced a retreat of 
Bosnian army soldiers who 
were outgunned by Serbs clos- 
ing in from captured suburbs to 
the north and south Gorazde's 
defences were crumbling, 
Sarajevo Radio said. 

A U.N. spokesman said the 
pilot of the Sea Harrier man- 
aged to eject before his plane 
went down. 

General Ratko Mladic, com- 
mander of the Bosnian Serb 
Army (BSA). was directing the 
final assault on Gorazde. 
according to a Reuter Televi- 
sion crew which filmed him 
near the front. 


Cabinet scoffs at 
Israeli threats and 
restates Jordan’s stand 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Council of Ministers Saturday 
issued foe following statement 
in response to Israeli threats 
levelled against Jordan. Minis- 
ter of Information Jam ad Ana- 
ni read out foe statement fol- 
lowing a Cabinet session. Fol- 
lowing is the text. 

“The Jordanian government 
followed the serious and 
abrupt escalation in statements 
by Israeli officials, particularly 
die prime minister and foreign 
minister, directed against Jor- 
dan and its government in the 
light of the rising number of 
acts of violence in the occupied 
Arab territories and in Israel. 
The government also followed 
up on the escalation in the 
Israeli media which implied 
warnings and threats against 
Jordan of the possibility of 
taking military action against 
its security and sovereignty. 

“The Jordanian government 
expresses its astonishment and 
outrage at the sudden state- 
ments which point an accusing 
finger at Jordan, alleging that 
it allowed Hamas spokesmen 
to give statements from Jordan 
on the Afula and Hadera bomb 


blasts. 

"This approach, which has 
now been employed more than 
any time in the past, reflects 
the impotence of the Israeli 
government in handling the 
criucal situation. Such impo- 
tence has prompted the Israeli 
government to accuse Jordan 
of acts of terrorism with the 
aim of distorting the country's 
reputation and iu undermine 
its sincere desire and active 
efforts to achieve a just and 
comprehensive peace in the 
region. 

“Jordan has repeatedly 
warned against the dangers in- 
herent in acts of violence re- 
sulting from the continued 
occupation of Arab lands and 
the consequence of Israel's 
arbitrary measures and collec- 
tive punishments against the 
Arab inhabitants of the occu- 
pied territories, the curfews 
and daily killings. Jordan has 
also been warning that these 
actions would only widen the 
cycle of violence and counter- 
violence. 

"The Kingdom has also 
(Continued on page 5) 


Berri stresses need 
for Arab solidarity 


By Ayman AI Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Speaker of the 
Lebanese Parliament Nabih 
Berri arrived in Amman Satur- 
day on an official visit which he 
described as a “gesture that we 
must restore solidarity to Arab 
action” at a crucial time in the 
history of the region. 

Mr. Beni, who is on his first 
visit to foe Kingdom at the 
invitation of Speaker of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
Taher AI Masri. said it is im- 
portant for the two countries to 
coordinate their stands but re- 
fused to say whether he had 
specific ideas that he would 
disenss with Jordanian officials 
during his five-day visit. 

“Solidarity at peace time is 
more needed than at war time 
... at least we should be able to 
meet.” Mr. Berri said during a 
meeting with Mr. Masri and 
other parliamentarians. 

Both Mr. Masri and Mr. 
Berri stressed the need for 
supporting frontline Arab 
states at their negotiations with 
Israel and denying Israel the 
ability to isolate and deal with 
each Arab country separately. 

Lebanon faced Israel on its 
own once “and we payed a 


price for that. We should not 
be isolated again.” said Mr. 
Berri, expressing appreciation 
for Jordan’s refusal to enter 
separate peace agreements 
with Israel. 

Mr. Bern criticised foe lack 
of Arab support for foe re- 
building of parts of Southern 
Lebanon that were destroyed 
by Israel, saying “South Leba- 
non is being treated as if it was 
part of northern Israel and not 
southern Lebanon.” 

“The Israeli enemy stabs in 
one side and negotiates with 
the other. We are not united at 
either front,” Mr. Berri said 
during the meeting. 

The Lebanese leader warned 
of Israeli plans to settle Palesti- 
nian refugees in their host 
countries, saying that Jordan 
and Lebanon are particularly 
concerned with these plans 
which "are a conspiracy 
against Jordan, Lebanon and 
the Palestinians." 

Mr. Masri, who welcomed 
Mr. Bern to Jordan as a 
"prominent national Arab fi- 
gure,” stressed that “our con- 
cerns in Jordan do not pertain 
to Jordan only but to the rest 
of the Arab World and we 

(Continued on page 5) 


U.N. aid arrives 
in chaotic Kigali 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — The 
-United Nations flew in food 
and medicine for famished 
Rwandans fleeing bloodthirsty 
mobs Saturday as the last 
European troops hastened 
their departure. 

The army and rebels bartling 
for control of Kigali agreed to 
make foe airport a neutral 
zone so supplies can be 
brought in. said Dr. Abdul 
Kabia. director of the U.N. 
peacekeeping mission in 
Rwanda. 

Mortar duds between army 
and rebel troops had splattered 
foe tarmac with shrapnel on 
Friday. The airport and Kigali 
were quiet overnight but a 
half-hour gunbattle broke out 
downtown around 4 p.m.. Dr. 
Kabia said. 

Some 800 Belgian para- 
troopers left by Friday night, 
and 420 Belgian* U.N. 
peacekeepers were handing 
over control of foe airport to 
about 400 Ghanaian troops. 
The last Belgians were to de- 
pan by Monday. 

The first C-130 transport ar- 
rived with aid Saturday and 
U.N. officials were arranging 
convoys to cart the food and 
medicine to foe national sta- 
dium and King Faisal Hospital, 
where about 12.000 people 
were camped out with little to 
eat or drink. 

Murderous gangs prowled 
Nvrambo, an industrial section 
of Kigali, butchering people 


with machetes and tossing 
hand grenades into houses. Dr. 
Kabia said. 

The United Nations is trying 
to arrange the burial of 
thousands of corpses accumu- 
lated in the area since killings 
began April 6 following the 
mysterious plane crash death 
of Juvenal Habyarimana, the 
Rwandan president. 

"We have heard of terrible 
massacres in Nyrambo and 
propose that the bodies be 
disposed of in a dignified man- 
ner,” Dr. Kabia said. 

Most of the victims were 
members of the Tutsi minority 
slaughtered by Hutu gang 
members and Hutu-dominated 
government forces. The rebels 
who pushed into Kigali on 
Tuesday are predominant! v 
Tutsis. 

Tens of thousands of people 
have died in the warfare and 
ethnic butchery that has its 
roots in a centuries-old strug- 
gle for power in Rwanda and 
neighbouring Burundi between 
the Hutu and Tutsi tribes. 

Representatives of the army 
and rebel forces have held 
their first face-to-face meeting 
to explore terms for a ceasefire 
while fighting still raged for 
control of foe capital Kigali, 
the U.N. said. 

The U.N. Assistance Mis- 
sion in Rwanda (UNAM1R) 
said officers from the army and 
the rebel Rwanda Patriotic 
Front (RPF) met at a secret 
location. 
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Algeria announces 
new government 


TUNIS (R) — Algeria’s new 
Prime Minister Mokdad Sifi, 
faced with growing political 
violence, has aunounced a new 
government from which the 
hardline anti-Islamist interior 
minister was excluded. 

Mr. Sifi took power last 
Monday after President 
Liamine Zeroual dismissed his 
predecessor Redha Malek, an 
avowed opponent of dialogue 
with Muslim fundamentalists 
whom Algerian officials blame 
for more than two years of 
violence. 

More than 3,500 people 
have been killed since January 
1992 in violence which erupted 
after the authorities cancelled 
a general election which the 
now-banned Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) was poised to win. 

Algerian state radio said In- 
terior Minister Salim Saadi had 
been replaced by Abdul Rah- 
man Meziane Cherif in the 
changes, which increased min- 
isterial and junior ministers' 
posts to 28 from 24. 

There was no mention of any 
change in the key defence port- 
folio, currently held by the 
president himself. 

Eight ministers, including 
Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Salah Dembri, kept their 
posts. The others were the 
ministers of war veterans, the 
habitat, yonth and sport, pro- 
fessional training, transport, 
telecommunications, and jus- 
tice. 

The retention of Justice 
Minister Mohammad Teguia 
appeared a sign that, despite 
the dropping of the interior 
minister, a hard line would 
continue against fundamental- 
ists already accused of vio- 


lence. 

Mr. Teguia's department 
manages the three special 
courts, set up in late 1992 to 
combat the Islamists, which 
have sentenced scores of peo- 
ple to death. 

An exiled leader of the FIS 
said earlier this week the party 
would look carefully at the new 
government's composition to 
see whether there was a change 
of dialogue to end the civil 
strife. 

“Concerning the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Mokdad Sifi. be is 
a man unknown in political 
circles, a technocrat, we are 
waiting to see the composition 
of his government to tell what 
the regime's intentions and 
policy are," FIS spokesman 
Rabah Kebir said. 

Mr. Sifi moved several 
ministers to other depart- 
ments, including former Eco- 
nomy Minister Mourad Be- 
nactienhou, the architect of re- 
forms linked to an agreement 
with the International Monet- 
ary Fund, who was named in- 
dustrial restructuring minister. 

This is a new post set up to 
tackle liberalisation of the state 
industrial sector ahead of par- 
tial privatisation. 

Former Energy Minister 
Ahmad Benbitour was 
appointed finance minister, a 
portfolio that has not existed in 
recent governments. He was 
replaced at the energy ministry 
by Amar Makhloufi. 

Mohammad Benamar Zerbouni 
was nnwiari r nm rnn m catirM K minis- 
ter, a post which has been 
vacant since the former incum- 
bent quit last year. 

A woman, Leila Laslaoui, a 
high-profile leader of anti- 



U.S. rejects Li 


f .amine Tar nnal 

Islamist activists in Algeria, 
enters the government as 
secretary of state charged with 
national solidarity and ' the 
family. 

Moroccans offer mediation 


Moroccan opposition groups 
offered on Friday to mediate in 
Algeria's two-year-long politic- 
al violence and called for 
“national reconciliation'' in the 
country. 

In a statement, Morocco's 
old guard Istiqlai Party, the 
Socialist Union of People’s 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The U.S. government re- 
jected on Friday Libya's prop- 
osal that suspects in the bomb- 
ing of Pan American Flight 103 
be tried in the Haguer head- 
quarters of the International 
Court of Justice. 

“We have concluded that 
this proposal does not fulfill 
the demands of (U.N. Security 
Council resolutions) which re- 
quire: That Libya turn over the 
suspects for trial in the United 
States or the United King- 
dom...,” said State Depart- 
ment spokesman Micnael 
McCurry. 

Libya had proposed that 
they be tried by Scottish judges 
applying Scottish law on the 
premises of the International 
Court of Justice. 

“Libya has flouted these re- 
quirements by repeatedly 
trying to evade, ignore, or 
undermine them," Mr. 
McCurry said. 


“The United States, France, 
and Great Britain remain com- 
mitted to gaining full Libyan 
compliance." 

A bomb caused Pan Am 103 
to explode Dec. 21, 1988, on a 
flight to New York and crash 
into Lockerbie, Scotland, kill- 
ing all 259 people aboard and 
11 on the ground. After ex- 
haustive investigation, the Un- 
ited States accused and in- 
dicted two Libyans for the 
bombing, which contributed to 
eventual financial collapse of 
one of the world's pioneer air- 
lines. 

One State Department offi- 
cial, who asked not to be 
quoted by name, said the latest 
proposal was the closest so far 
to meeting the Security Coun- 
cil's requirements. 

Vigils on Libyan coast 

Libyans stood vigil along the 
country's coast on Friday in a 


symbolic challenge to the Un- 
ited [States . marking the eighth 
anniversary of the U.S. bomb- 
ing raid on their country. 

The official Libyan news 
agency JANA said followers of 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi stood vigil at 0200 
local time (0100 GMT) “in a 
challenge to the U.S. arro- 
gance and as a tangible act in 
the historic stand the Libyan 
people take against the new 
crusader’s attack.’ 7 

On April 15, 1986, U.S. 
planes flymg from British bases 
and U.S. aircraft carriers in the 
Mediterranean bombed targets 
in Tripoli and Benghazi, in- 
cluding Colonel Qadnafi's Tri- 
poli home. Libya said more 
than 40 people were killed, 
nearly all civilians. 

Washington said the raid 
was in response to an explosion 
at a West Berlin discotheque in 
which two Americans were kil- 
led. The United States blamed 


Libya but Libya denied it was 
responsible. 

U.N. Right authorised 

The Security Council has au- 
thorised a U.N. plane to fly a 
reconnaissance team into 
Libya to prepare for die possi- 
ble U.N. supervision of the 
withdrawal or Lilya from the 
Aouzou strip. 

The council voted unani- 
mously 'April 14 to exempt 
U.N. aircraft from the ban it 
imposed in March 1992 on all 
air traffic to and from Libya. 
The council imposed manda- 
tory worldwide air, arms and 
diplomatic sanctions against 
Libya until it complies with the 
requests of the United States, 
Britain and France in estab- 
lishing responsibility for the 
terrorist bombings of Pan Am 
flight 103 and UTA flight 772. 

The reconnaissance team is 


being sent by Secretary Geneg 
al Boutros Ghali to conduct 
brief survey of conditions $jf 
the Aouzou Strip so that ^ 
can prepare recommcndatiom 
for the council on 
role in supervising Ubytjj 
withdrawal from the tcmtoc|; 

The Aouzou Strip was 
subject of conflicting daxmsM 
Libya and Chad. On April^ 
both countries accepted t|| 
judgement of the International 
Court of Justice which recoil 
nises Chad's claim to the lan$ 

Under the agreement su necj 
by Chad and Libya,- ui$- 
observers are to participate Jjj 
the entire operation and verify 
it is completed. The withdraw, 
al was to begin April 15 
the supervision of a team <£23 
Chadian officers, 25 Litnajj 
officers, and U.N. obtenSS; 
The operation is to end bv Mai 
30. r” 


Turkey projects itself as bulwark 



Forces (USFP) and the leftist 
Democratic Organisation of 
People's Action (OADP) said: 

“National reconciliation is a 
responsibility of Algerians who 
are worried about their coun- 
try's future. It is the only solu- 
tion to avoid the worst dan- 
gers.” 

“We are ready to take any 
action which our Algerian 
brothers think might facilitate 
dialogue and lead to national 
reconciliation,” the group said. 


U.S. blunder in Iraq may 
spur ID electronics spending 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
downing in Iraq of U.S. heli- 
copters by American jets may 
eventually spur increased 
spending on electronic identi- 
fication systems for the : U.S. . 
military. -Analysts and 
academics say. 

Thursday’s downing, which 
killed 26 people on two heli- 
copters, follows fatalities in the 
1991 Gulf war against Iraq, in 
which one out four Americans 
who died in combat were killed 
by “friendly fire.’’ 

“The big problem is the in- 
creasing complexity of 
weapons, the increasing lethal- 
ity of weapons at long dis- 
tances, and the speed of bat- 
tles.” said David Skaggs, a 
history professor at Bowling 
Green State University in 
Ohio. 

Electronic identifications 
systems, or IFF (identification, 
friend or foe), help combatants 
discern enemy from ally and . 
played a vital’role in the high- 
tech Gulf war. 

Mystery still surrounds the 
cause of’ Thursday’s blunder 
but Pentagon officials Friday 
disclosed that the helicopters 
were indeed operating electro- 
nic signal equipment that 
should have identified them 
immediately to any 
approaching aircraft. 

”1 think the only enduring 
effect that this might have is 
that spending on IFF might be 
upped,” said analyst Peter 
Aseritis. 

The U.S. military now large- 
ly depends on electronic identi- 
fication system a decade or 
more old and have not been a 
major contender for significant 
U.S. budget allotments since 
the Reagan administration, 
Mr. Aseritis said. 

Mr. Aseritis said a thorough 
overhaul of U.S. electronic 
identification systems for the 
military could require billions 
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of dollars in government 
money but was unlikely to 
occur for several years at least. 

“The Clinton budget calls 
for military decreases for two, 
three, four or five, years,” Mr 
Aseritis said. 

Leader in military electro- 
nics such as avionics have 
generally fared better than 
most defence-related indus- 
tries in the Pentagon cutbacks 
begun in the 1980s and include 
firms such as Raytheon, Loral 
Corp and Martin Marietta, Mr. 
Aseritis said. 

Kent Newcomb at A.G. Ed- 
wards and other analysts said 
the helicopters downing was 
unlikely to affect overseas sales 
of U.S. military equipment or 
have short-term effects on 
military suppliers. 

“The problem of identifica- 
tion in battle has always been 
with us,” said Mr. Skaggs. 
“That’s why soldiers of diffe- 
rent countries wore different 
colours.” 

2 victims identified 

A decorated U.S. diplomat 
who served extensively in the 
Middle East was among those 
killed in the downing of the 
two U.S. helicopters over Iraq, 
the State Department 
announced Friday. 

Spokesman Mike McCurry 
said career diplomat Barbara 
Schell was an area specialist 
serving as foreign policy advis- 
er to the commanding general 
of Operation Provide Comfort, 
the U.N. humanitarian effort 
for Iraqi Kurds. 

She was among the first two 
Americans identified Friday as 
victims of Thursday's incident. 

The Pentagon said one of 
the other 14 Americans who 
died in the helicopters was 2nd 
Lieutenant Laura Ashley Pip- 
er, 25. of Venice, Florida. She 
was assigned to the U.S. 
7454th tactical intelligence 
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squadron at Ramstein Air 
Base, Germany. 

Five Kurds, three Turkish 
military officers, two British 
officers and a French officer.- 
were also among the 26 vic- 
tims. _ ..... 

Schell’s career included a 
succession of difficult and 
sometimes dangerous assign- 
ments, the State Department 
said. She was cited for heroism 
during her service at the U.S. 
embassy in Tehran, Iran, dur- 
ing its occupation by militants 
in 1979. 

Schell, who joined the fore- 
ign service in 1966, was also 
ated for her work in helping to 
address the needs of U.S. 
citizens evacuating from Iran 
in that period. 

“The Department of State is 
deeply saddened at the death 
in action in northern Iraq April 
14th of foreign service officer 
Barbara L. Schell,” Mr. 
McCurry told reporters. 

“Those who knew her 
here... described her as an 
independent, adventuresome 
person who had very much 
wanted the job that she was 
serving in. She had been very 
excited by the challenge that 
this job offered. She was 
known to her friends as some- 
one with a dry sense of humour 
and a very warm spirit," he 
said. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher met Schell last 
August when he was in Alex- 
andria, Egypt, where she was 
serving as consul general. 

“The secretary, along with 
many others here m the de- 
partment. have been in touch 
with Barbara's family to ex- 
press their deepest condo- 
lences, and of course, on be- 
half of the department. I ex- 


NEW YORK (AP) — Warn- 
ing that Islamic fundamental- 
ism is at Europe's doorstep, 
the Turkish prime minister on 
Friday touted her inflation- 
plagued country as a democra- 
tic bulwark against religious 
extremism. 

Prime Minister Tansu Ciller 
said that the world's one billion 
Muslims can follow one of two 
political paths. 

“There is the Turkish, 
democratic secular way and 
there is the model of 
Khomeini,” Ms. Ciller said, 
referring to the late Iranian 
leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, who installed a fun- 
damentalist state. 

Ms. Ciller made her remarks 
in English in a keynote address 
to the Turkish- American 
Friendship Council, an orga- 
nisation that promotes busi- 
ness and other ties between the 
United States and Turkey. 

Ms. tiller, who is the Muslim 
country’s first female prime' 
minister, said that Islamic fun- 
damentalism is “bound to in- 
crease” in countries that can- 
not provide economic oppor- 
tunity to their people. 

Inflation in Turkey is cur- . 
rently running at 80 per cent, 
she saidr-To revive the eco- 
nomy and brake inflation, 
Ankara will cut spending and 
privatise billions of dollars of 


government-owned industry, 
she pledged. 

A U.S.-trained economist, 
Ms. tiller is on a visit to New 
York and Washington to seek 
backing for the Turkish eco- 
nomy from the United States 
and the International Monet- 
ary Fund. 

The prime minister said that 
Europe and the U.S. have a 
vital stake in Turkey’s long- 
term political and economic 
health. 

*Tf Turkey fails, then fun- 
damentalism will reach the 
borders of Europe,” Ms. tiller 
said. 

She met Thursday with Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton to discuss 
U.S. planes shooting down two 
U.S. helicopters in Iraq. Three 
Turkish officers were among 
the 26 killed in the mistaken 
attack. 

Talking briefly with repor- 
ters after her speech Friday, 
she said the matter would be 
fully investigated. She said the 
attack would not affect Tur- 
key’s relations with the United 
States or its European allies. 

Ms. Ciller also praised the 
U.S. involvement in the for- 
mer Yugoslav republic of 
Bosnia-Herzego via a. Ms. tiller 
and her Pakistani counterpart. 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to, made a dramatic trip to die 
Bosnian capital of Sarajevo in 


February to publicise the plight 
of Muslims there. 

Prayers open assembly 

Tayyip Erdogan, the new 
Islamic fundamentalist mayor, 
opened the first session of 
Istanbul's new assembly Friday 
vrith prayers from the Holy 
Koran. 

Some assembly members, 
representing mainstream par- 
ties, protested and demanded 
that the customary moment of 
silence in memory of Mustafa 
Kemal Atatnrk, the founder of 
modern Turkey, should be 
held. 

Fundamentalists despise 
Ataturk for his secular reforms 
in the predominantly Muslim 
country and also consider taold- 
■ ing a moment of silence to be a 
Christian custom. 

Erdogan and other Muslim 
fundamentalist assembly mem- 
bers reluctantly stood up when 
other members sang the 
national anthem dating batik 
from the days of Ataturk. 

The fundamentalist Welfare 
Party made a strong showing in 
the nationwide local elections 
March- -27; and- captured -the . 
mayorships in several tides* 
including Istanbul, the coun- 
try’s largest tit y, and Ankara, 
the state capital. 


Denmark backtracks on signing ceremorig| 

COPENHAGEN (AP) — Government officials acknow- 
ledged that the foreign minister was prematurely optimistic" 
when he announced a weekend signing ceremony ih : 
Copenhagen of an agreement on foreign observers for". 
Hebron. Foreign Minister Niels Helveg Petersen said Tuesday '■ 
that representatives of Israel, the Palestine Liberation OreW 
nisation (PLO), Norway and Italy would sign an agreement! 
this weekend to establish the foreign observers in Hebron. site! 
of the Feb. 25 mosque massacre of more than 30 Palestinians!^ 
But Helveg Petersen is not waiting around Copenhagenforfis 7 
guests to arrive. He left for Abu Dhabi, for discussions wMl : 
the United Arab Emirates this weekend. Before leavin&ifce 
minister’s secretary, Uffe Bakiev, said the signing ceremony! 
announcement had been made with “some reservations” afc'- 
was perhaps a little “optimistic.'' Government sources' 
spoke on condition of anonymity said aspects of the mkaoiki 
are still being discussed by Norway, Denmark and Italy. wfii 
will provide the 160 observers. . 

Iran vaccinates millions against polic^- 

NTCOSIA (R) — Hundreds of thousands of health wojkets 
and volunteers trooped door to door in Iran Friday ‘ia3- 
one-day campaign to vaccinate afl children under five against 
polio. President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani symbolically 
joined foe campaign, administering die orally taken vactintf^ 
several children at a central Tehran health centre, Tehrair 
Radio said. It said 350,000 members of the Basij paranuHtary 
force were trained to join tens of thousands of health trorken^ 
medical students and volunteers for the unprcccdentedtchiye. 
Officials hope, an intensive television advertisement campaign 
will help them reach nearly all the country’s 10 million duTdrefc 
. under, five. — six. million inutities and fQur jnilUon in j&_ 
areas. Health Mmister Ahreza Marandi told Tehran Rain 
that preliminary results were encouraging. Some major timi 
reported 50 per cent or more vaccinated by early afternoon; 
Iranian health officials say preventive measures have helpet 
reduce reported cases of polio, a viral infection which can lead 
to paralysis and death in children, to 25 a year. . 
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UAE keen to end Iran dispute Rabin viewed Jurists as obstacle 


press my condolences to Ms. 
Schell's family," Mr. McCurry 


DESPITE the cancellation of 
talks between the United Arab 
Emirates and ■ Iran last year 
over the quest for a peaceful 
resolution of the dispute over 
the islands of Abu Musa and 
Greater and Lesser Tunb, gov- 
ernment officials in the UAE 
capital of Abu Dhabi are still 
keen to press ahead with 
attempts to resolve the issue, 
reports a special correspon- 
dent. 

Informed sources suggest 
that the government remains 
committed to the principle of 
direct talks and negotiations 
with Iran but insists that any 
such talks should not take 
place within the framework of 
the usual bilateral discussions, 
but are actually centred on the 
issue of the islands. 

Iran and the emirate of Shar- 
jah signed a memorandum of 
understanding on Abu Musa in 
November 1971, which has 
subsequently been broken by 
Iran, while the two Tunbs were 
invaded by Iranian forces 
shortly before the British with- 
drew from the Golf in Decem- 
ber 1971. 

At the last meeting between 
the two sides the Iranians re- 
fused to discuss the question of 
sovereignty over the Tunbs, or 
that of Iranian adherence to 
the terras of the memorandum 
of underetanduig on the admi- 
nistration of the island of Abu 


Musa. 

During the 1970s, the UAE 
kept relatively quiet on the 
issue, partly because of a rec- 
ognition that Iran, with its in-' 
temal turmoil and then the war 
with Iraq, was not likely to 
respond in a positive manner. 
It never relinquished, howev- 
er, its claim to the islands, and, 
say officials, the patience has 
now worn very thin. 

Last year’s talks in Abu Dhabi 
were supposed to be followed 
by ? vi sit to Tehran by UAE 
Mcmter of State for Foreign 
Affairs Sheikh Hamdan Elen 
Zayed Al Nahtyan, but this 
was cancelled at short notice, 
because of an Iranian refusal to 
discuss the question of the 
sovereignty or the islands. 

Since then, UAE officials 
have stressed publicly that they 
are quite happy either to enter 
into direct talks with Iran, or to 
have the issue taken to an 
international forum like the 
International. Court of Justice 
or the United Nations, as a 
part of a process of pursuing a 
peaceful and diplomatic path 
towards achieving a resolution 
of the issue. 

Political observers in Abu 
Dhabi note that the UAE gov- 
ernment has also avoided en- 
tangling the topic with other 
issues, or broadening its scope. 
The question of other Gulf 
islands to which the UAE 


could present a legitimate his- 
torical claim, for example, has 
not been officially raised, even 
though Abu Musa and both 
Greater and Lesser Tunb had 
belonged to Shaxjah and Ras 
Al K h aimah since long before 
die emergence of the present 
day state of Iran, and the 
ancestors of today's Rulers had 
ruled the territory on the Ira- 
nian coast, as well as a number 
of other islands, as far back as 
the eighteenth century. 

Observers and visitors to the 
area sense a feeling of sceptic- 
ism among the top- UAE offi- 
cials about statements from 
Iran about their willingness to 
talk, feeling that the continued 
refusal or Iran even to discuss 
' the question of sovereignty 
makes it difficult to accept 
their protestations of being 
concerned about the mainte- 
nance of security and the col- 
lective interests of the states in 
the area. “From the start, their 
actions have told, and continue 
to tell a different tale,” con- 
cludes one well-informed 
source.. “The whole issue, and 
Iran’s failure to make any posi- 
tive gestures towards a settle- 
ment, remain underlying fac- 
tors affecting the development 
of Iran's relations with the rest 
of the Gulf.” — Council for 
tiie Advancement of Arab- 
British Understanding Bulle- 
tin. 


TEL A VTV (AP) As Defence Minister at the start of tbe 
Palestinian uprising. Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin constantly 
upbraided jurists for obstructing operations that could have 
supressed the violence, a former general says. Reserve 
Brigadie r G eneral Amnon Strashnov, military attorney general 
during first years of the Palestinian uprising against Israeli rule 
in the occupied territories, made the observation in a chapter 
of his book that appeared in the daily Yedioth Ahronoft 
Friday. The book, ‘’Justice Under Fire,’’ was published by the 
newspaper. In the chapter that appeared Friday, Mr. Strasb* 
P°y wrote that Mr. Rabin pressured legal advisors for die 
judicial solutions that would allow him to execute his 
objectives. When denied he would consent, “with or without a 
comment about how jurists were a permanet obstacle in 
putting down the intifada. "Strashnov did not say what 
operations bad to be cancelled because of lack of legal 

Toad'S. ^ “S defencc minister from 1984 » 

1990. the mtifada broke out in December 1987. Mr. RabifR 

orders to break the bones” of Palestinian demonstrators 
mstead of shooting them backfired when soldiers interpreted 
them as a license to break the bones of unarmed Palestinians. 
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Suspects in subversion plots rise to 35 

Police confirm arrest of 2 more men in bomb blast case 
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PAK1STANI-JORDANIAN TRADE TALKS: 
Minister of Industry and Trade Ptma Khalaf 
Saturday receives Pakistani Minister of Industry 
and Production Mohammad Asghar who ar^ 
rived in Amman on a four-day visit to Jordan. 
Mr. Asghar said he planned to have *«nrc with 
government officials on farther bolstering trade 
and economic relations. He said in a statement 
upon arrival that his discassioQs'wiih officials 
here wffl also cover cooperation and joint 
ventures mainly in phosphate and fertiliser 
industries, according to the Jordan News Agen- 


cy, Petra. The Pakistani government, he said, is 
ready to cooperate with Jordan in launching 
joint ventures benefiting the two countries’ 
economies. According to Sameh Madam, direc- 
tor general of the Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company (JPMC), Jordan and Pakistan are 
currently involved in implementing two joint 
ventures, one In Pakistan to produce diammo- 
mum phosphate and the other in Jordan to 
produce phosphoric arid, both used in the 
production of fertilisers (Petra photo) 


Canadian official describes Jordan 
as ‘key learning, listening post’ 


By Ian AtaDa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Recent events in 
the Middle East and Ionian’s 
strategic front-line position at 
the centre of the region have 
made the Kingdom “a key 
learning and listening post” for 
foreign affairs experts from 
other countries, T.C. Ham- 
mond, vice commandant of die 
National Defence College 
(NDC) of Canada, told the 
Jordan Times Saturday. 

* 

Mr. Hammond arrived in 
Jordan at the head of a 13- 
member delegation from the 
college last Thursday, 

The vice commandant said he 
felt that it was too early to 
'comment on -what the delega- 
don’s final impressions would _ 


be after its visit, but the initial 
ones are “of guarded optimism 
and hope that for the first time, 
there may be promising de- 
velopments in the future to- 
wards peace in the region.” 

"We thought it was especial- 
ly important to visit Jordan at 
this tune,” he added, “and we 
find dial Jordanian experts and 
officials are able to give us very 
good insights into the hopes 
and discouragements of the re- 
gion." 

The delegation, comprised 
of the NDCs Middle East and 
African Affairs Study Group, 
wifi also visit Israel “to get a 
view of both sides to the equa- 
tion of the conflict,” he said, 
adding that previously, the de- 
legation had via ted Morocco 
and Kenya as- part, of their 
current tour.'. 11 


The NDC provides adv- 
anced training programmes in 
foreign affairs issues to senior- 
level Canadian government 
officials and military officers, 
and Mr. Hammond empha- 
sised that the delegation's tour 
of Jordan is “primarily a study 
visit.” 

So far in Jordan, the group 
had an intensive briefing from 
Jordan's chairman of the Joint 
Ch i e f s of Staff, officers of the 
Jordanian Armed Forces and 
officials at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 

The group will also meet 
with Canada's Ambassador to 
Jordan Andrew Robinson, and 
will continue to meet with senior 
Jordanian officials nntil it 

• mono said. ^ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Police have 
arrested the leader and a 
member of a group affiliated 
with the so-called Arab 
Afghans after a chase and 
gunfight zn Amman, security 
sources said Saturday. 

They confirmed a report in 
the local press that a 38-year- 
old man identified as the 
head of the group described 
as religious extremists who 
sought to undermine national 
security and a member of the 
faction were detained on 
Thursday. 

The sources identified the 
leader by his initials as W.I. 
and said his arrest was a 
major breakthrough in inves- 
tigations into a series of 
sabotage and attempted 
sabotage in the country over 
the past few months. 

A car used by the two was 
intercepted after a chase and 
gunfight during which a 
policeman was wounded in 
the leg. the report said. The 


vehicle yielded an assortment 
of weapons, it said. Investiga- 
tions were continuing. 

Friday's arrests raised the 
number' of suspects detained 
in connection with extremist 
plots in the past few months 
to 35. Twenty-three of them 
were earlier expected to be 
put on trial in mid-April 
charged with plotting and 
carrying out subversion 
through bombings at public 
places. 

But, with the new arrests, 
it is expected all the 35 could 
be put on trial together as a 
single group, the sources 
said. 

Most of the suspects have 
confessed and reenacted the 
crimes and attempted crimes 
in the presence of prose eu- 
ro rs. security officials said. 

The trial was expected to 
start in mid-April, but inves- 
tigations and gathering of evi- 
dence are continuing. “It 
might take some weeks be- 
fore the cases are sent to 
court,” said one source. 

Details of the charges 
faced by others and the time 


of their arrests remained 
sketchy, but the sources 
affirmed that there was 
enough evidence to prove 
that most of them had plorted 
to destabilise security and 
create chaos in the country. 

It was also not clear 
whether ail the suspects were 
linked with each other. The 
sources said there appeared 
to be two or three small 
groups operating indepen- 
dent of each other, po&si bl- 
under orders from a single 
faction or individual. 

However, one of the 
threads that bound ail was 
their background as “Arab 
Afghans” — volunteers who 
fought with the Afghan Mu- 
jahedeen agairut the Soviet 
occupation of Afghanistan — 
or affiliation with them, 
according to the sources. 

Apart from the 33 who are 
expected to go on trial soon, 
at least 10 others are reported 
to be members of a shadowy 
organisation calling itself 
“Jihad I&lami Organisation,” 
whose leader was arrested on 
Friday. 


The group's members had 
earned out several hold-ups 
of taxi drisers and other 
places and were planning to 
rob hanks to raise funds to 
bu> arms before they were 
arrested, reports said. 

Parliament members rep- 
resenting the Islamic Action 
Front (IAF) met with Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
last week with an appeal for 
the release of some of the 
detainees, whose number 
they put ai 73. 

According to the sources, 
some of those who fought m 
Afghanistan were detained 
for interrogauon immediately 
upon their return home over 
the past months. It was not 
immediately clear whether 
prosecutors had been able to 
establish any link between 
them and those who were 
arrested in connection with 
the bombings and attempted 
attacks in Jordan. 

IAF officials stressed thai 
they were not intervening on 
behalf of any of those who 
were found to have been 


involved in subversion, but 
that many ot the detainees 
were innocent of any crime 
and therefore should be re- 
leased. 

Most of the "Arab 
Afghans" are believed to be 
ex-members of the Muslim 
Brotherhood who broke 
awjv in protest against the 
moderate policies followed 
by the leadership, experts on 
Jordanian Islamic move- 
ments sav. 

“Although they are no lon- 
ger active members, the 
Brotherhood has no choice 
but ro intervene on iheir be- 
half to protect its own image 
with the rank and file," said 
an expert and long-time 
observer of the movement. 

Senior Brotherhood lead- 
ers have dismissed as baseless 
reports in Europe- based 
Arabic- language magazines 
that some' of the suspects 
were directly linked ro the 
movement. The Brotherhood 
might even file lawsuits 
against those magazines for 
defamation, the leaders said. 


Radio station planned Flights to and from Japan 
for farming audience not expected before year end 

_ * j m. caiH Mr ghahrartoh A %J 


: The Modem String Quatfefand 
its original , sophisticated jazz 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Preparations are 
under way for opening an agri- 
cultural radio station at Deir 
Alla in the Central Jordan Val- 
ley to offer information and 
educational programmes to 
local fanners, according to 
Ibrahim Sbahzadeb, acting 
director general of the Ionian 
Radio and Television Corpora- 
tion. 

Special programmes mainly 
benefiting the fanners in the 
Jordan Valley will be aired by 
this small F.M. station which is 
expected to go on the air dur- 
ing the second half of this year, 
Mr. Shahzadeh told the Jordan 
Times Saturday. 
j.hFive. employees .from the 
j;Minjsrry xa .Agriculture have..: 
i b£6n? trained to* prepare and 1 . 
i • preseot-the-Tadio programmes, ■ > 


said Mr. Shahzadeh. 

The Deir Alla station, which 
would be the first of its kind in 
the Arab World dedicated to 
agriculture, will help solve far- 
mer's problems and direct 
them to the appropriate in- 
stitutions and officials for 
assistance, he said. 

According to Mr. 
Shahzadeh, the corporation is 
planning another F.M. broad- 
casting service from Amman 
aimed at the younger listening 
audiences in the Greater Am- 
man region. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 
Agriculture is preparing a 
training seminar to open Mon- 
day to help Jordan Valley far- 
mers rid their farms of rodents. 

Agriculture Minister Mahdi 
Faihan will open the three-day 
,even( which, will be attended 
by 12 agricultural extension 
-service employees . 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Despite the sign- 
ing of an agreement in Amman 
last week, opening the way for 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) the 
national airline, to fly to 
Japan, actual flights are not 
expected to start before the 
end of the year, according to 
Ahmad Jweiber, director 
general of the Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA). 

He told the Jordan Times 
that by signing the agreement, 
the CAA and the Japanese 
government have paved the 
ground for RJ and the 
Japanese Airlines (JAL): to 
conduct feasibility studies and 
start direct flights between 
Amman and Osaka. 

Mr. Jweiber said he believed 
that RJ was more interested. 


for the time being, in starting 
its flights to Japan before JAL, 
but the agreement is open for 
either side to start the flights 
operations. 

Mr. Jweiber and Japan's 
Ambassador to Jordan Yuji 
lkeda signed the accord at a 
ceremony held at the Queen 
Alia International Airport 
Wednesday afternoon. CAA 
said that the signing was the 
final step towards opening the 
way for regular commercial 
flights between Japan and Jor- 
dan. 

The long-awaited agree- 
ment. which is a result of nego- 
tiations that have been going 
on between CAA and the 
Japanese government since last 
December, paves the way for 
RJ to fly to Kansai Internation- 
al Airport in Osaka, the' 
second largest city in Japan. 


said the CAA director. 

He said that Jordan has be- 
come the first country in the 
region to have this kind of 
agreement with Japan and 
thus. Amman is expected to 
become the hub for tourists 
and cargo (o and from Japan in 
the region. 

Kansai Airport, which will 
be formally opened in Septem- 
ber this year, is locaid oa the 
outskirts of Osaka and has 
been designed to be in service 
24 hours, said the official. 

Kansai is to function as a 
terminal for both international 
and domestic air routes, he 
added. 

Japanese and Jordanian offi- 
cial expressed hope that the 
signing would open a new page 
in the history of the friendly 
relations be'tween the two 
countries. 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

! Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Continuing the 
exceptional series of concerts 
. they are presenting this April, 
; the National Music Conserva- 
tory (NMC) — Noor Al Hus- 
sein Foundation (NHF), this 
’ time in cooperation with the 
Goethe-Institm in Amman, 
will introduce the Modem 
String Quartet this evening ax 
the Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCQ for a single perform- 
ance. 

If tbe name of the quartet 
* gives no indication of the kind 
' of music the group plays, 
neither will the names of the 
instruments — violins, viola 
and cello. The four musicians 
from Germany, Jorg Widxnos- 
er, Winfried Zrenner, Andreas 
Horicht and Jost Hecker 
actually play an original and 


$ 




sophisticated form of jazz. 

Having received i srund 
academic musical education, 
like most jazz musidars ‘..-cay, 
the members of the ‘by ': m 
String Quartet write t-.r * - per- 
sonal arrangements • •' . • - :l- 
known pieces, this ir .. . i - j a 
to originals of their o* :■ 

• Their last album "ic.ur 
Brothers” includes amazing 
renditions of the piece bearing 
the same -title by the Manhat- 
tan Transfer, the famous 
“Spinning Wheel” written 
bade in the early seventies by 
the jazz-rock group Blood 



f -x 
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Activist says little is being done about children’s rights 


The Modern String Quartet 

Sweat & Tears, as well as the 
“Dolphin Dance" from Herbie 
Hancock's landmark album 
“Maiden Voyage ” 

The usual drum, bass and 
other functions found in a tra- 
ditional jazz band are cleverly 
redistributed among the four 
string instruments of the quar- 
tet. Yet, in spite of the un deni- 
able jazz feeling, the blue 
notes, tbe rhythmic structures 
and the daring harmonies, the 


sound of the quartet, because 
of the inherent characteristics 
of the strings timbre, is some- 
times very classical. 

The overall result is a very 
jazzy type of contemporary 
classical music. 

The concert at the RCC will 
include pieces by tbe great 
Duke Ellington, George Ger- 
shwin, Charles Mingus, Stevie 
Wonder and some of the quar- 
tet’s compositions. 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Jordan's chil- 
dren are foiling victim to ex- 
ploitation in the absence of 
parental and governmental 
supervision and “a lot is 
being said about human 
rights, but it is all empty 
talk," charged human rights 
activist Suleiman Sweis. 

In the past few years, child 
labour has become a wide- 
spread phenomenon. Chil- 
dren as young as 10-yeare-oid 
are being employed at 
minimal wages and long 
hours, seven days a week. 

“Some children are work- 
ing harder than adults do, yet 
they are being exploited as 
they have no unions or 
rights,” said Mr. Sweis. He 
added that despite the “su- 
perficial” propaganda that 
calls for securing children’s 


Hotel occupancy 
hits peak 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Alia 
Gateway Hotel had an occu- 
pancy rate of 813 per cent in 
1993, the highest occupancy 
rate among Jordanian hotels. 
Director General of the hotel 
Nazih Al D abbas said the hotel 
had hosted 989,713 passengers 
since it was opened in 1985 
The hotel which was suffer- 
ing financial problems in its 
first three years, since 1989 
earned JD 1,193,150. 


rights in the country, no mea- 
sures are being taken to that 
effect. 

According to a 1993 human 
rights report on Jordan, pub- 
lished by the U.5. State De- 
partment, discrimination 
against children in Jordan is 
rare, and Jordan, being a 
signatory to the U.N. Con- 
vention on the Rights of the 
Child, prohibits the employ- 
ment of children under the 
age of 16. 

Still, the country is witnes- 
sing an alarming increase in 
employment of under age 
children, chQd street ped- 
dlers, child beggars and vio- 
lent crimes being committed 
against children. 

When asked for a possible 
explanation, Mr. Sweis told 
.the Jordan Times thar the 
reason behind this “painful 
reality” is the failure of the 


country's official institutions 
to provide the required su- 
pervision on applying child 
protection laws. 

“Die Public Security De- 
partment (PSD), the Ministry 
of Social Development and 
the Ministry of Education are 
neglecting children’s rights,” 
charged Mr. Sweis pointing 
to child labour, child beggars, 
child abuse, murder and the 
school drop-out rate. 

He added that the problem 
goes beyond governmental 
negligence and that it is a 
reflection of tbe country’s 
growing social and familial 
disintegration. The human 
rights activist accused many 
parents of ignoring their chil- 
dren and not providing them 
with proper care. 

This is causing some chil- 
dren to indulge in “evil” 
practices, said Mr. Sweis, cit- 


ing as evidence the growing 
number of thefts, crimes and 
drug addiction among Jor- 
dan’s youth. 

Poverty is another cause' 
for some children dropping 
out of school. 

Children, especially boys 
are maturing too early, said 
Mr. Sweis. adding that boys 
are leaving school at a very 
early age to help their parents 
financially. In many cases a 
.father's wages are hardly 
sufficient to feed his family, 
and this harsh reality prompts 
the children to assume prem- 
ature responsibility as bread 
winners. 

The Ministry of Social De- 
velopment has set up a com- 
mittee to address the prob- 
lem and in most cases re- 
moves the children from the 
streets, returns them to their 
families, and provides them 


with a monthly stipend. 

Earlier this year, the Un- 
ited Nations' Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) office in Amman 
had a two-day meeting in 
cooperation with the Ministry 
of Social Development to re- 
view and evaluate UNICEF 
programmes in Jordan. 

The meeting aimed at com- 
ing up with a course of action 
for achieving the global-mid- 
decade goals and the goals of 
Jordan's National Plan of Ac- 
tion (NPA), and ensuring the 
complementarity of the va- 
rious governments, non- 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs) and other partners. 

According to Mr. Sweis, 
the different meetings and 
decisions taken to secure chil- 
dren's rights are nothing but 
words, because, in reality, he 
added, none of these deci- 
sions are implemented. 


CDD warns against fires at the outset of summer 


By Rana Husseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Summer is 
around the corner, and it is the 
season when most fires are 
bound to destroy forests and 
dry weeds, said the Civil De- 
fence Department (CDD), in a 
pamphlet issued to increase 
public awareness to the danger 
of fire. Forests in Jordan cover 
750,000 dunums of the total of 
90 million dunums in the King- 
dom, says the leaflet. 


According to statistics by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, yearly 
fires claims 30,000 trees of the 
total of 40 million trees in 
Jordan. 

CDD Public Relations 
Director Abdul Raouf 
Ma'aytah called on citizens to 
take extra precautions in tbe 
summer and to cut the grass on 
their lands and in the vicinity 
of their houses to prevent fires 
from happening. 

Capt. Ma'aytah said that the 
number one reason for forest 


fires is cigarettes. 

According to CDD statistics 
last year, there were 4.372 
fires, out of which 775 were 
caused by tossed lit cigarettes 
or matches. Also 1,930 fires 
destroyed dry weeds, crops 
and forests, a 44.2 per cent of 
the total numbers of destruc- 
tive fires. 

Arson came in second, 
according to Capt. Ma'aytah. 
with 553 cases, making up a 
12.2 per cent. 

“Some individuals set lands 


on fire to expand their fields, 
or for other reasons," he said. 

Moreover. Capt. Ma'aytah 
pointed out that broken pieces 
of glass in the gTass are an 
important factor in starting 
fire. “The pieces of glass re- 
flect the sun's rays and cause 
the grass to bum.” he ex- 
plained. 

He said most other cases 
result from negligence on the 
part of people who picnic and 
leave their fire behind them - 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Queen attends museum gathering in Washington 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty Queen Noor Friday attended . 
tbe annual gathering of the National Museum of Women in the 
Arts to promote the exhibition of Arab women artists on 
display at the muse tun in Washington. D.C-, according to a 
Jordan Information Bureau statement Saturday. Queen Noor 
is the chairperson of the honourary board of trustees of the 
International Council of Women in the Arts which supports 
and promotes the work of Arab women artists and which has 
organised die exhibition in Washington. The exhibition 
features the works of artists from 21 Arab commies, including 
those of a number of Jorda nian artists, and will tour several 
cities. Queen Noor, who will be in Washington for several 
days, will =»kn address the Meridian International Centre 
Tuesday on tbe modern development of Jordan and issues of 
regional concern, said the statement 

Food supplies donated to Iraq 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Health Saturday sent 
trucks loaded with food supplies and medicine as a gift to the 
Iraqi people Health Minister Abdul Rahim Malhas said the 
trucks, which were carrying 420 boxes of medidne and medical . 
supplies, were sent to ease the suffering of the Iraqi people 
who are fivmg under U.N. sanctions since Iraq invaded Kuwait 
in 1990. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


IRE FIRST QUARTET FESTIVAL 

“The Modern String Quartet” at the main theatre, the 
Royal Cultural Centre, at 8:00 p.m. 


■fr Lecture in Arabic entitled “Parliamentary Experience in 
Iraq: Roots and Developments” by Dr. Muzaffiur AT 
Adhami at Abdul Hameed Sboman Foundation at 6:00 
pju. 

FILM 

Film entitled “Give t Em HcD, Harry” at the American 
Center at 5:00 p.m. (100 minutes). 

EXHIBITIONS 

& Plastic art exhibition by artist AH Mbnrat at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

it Art exhibition by artist Lafifa Yousef at tbe Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

* Exhibition by artists Afia Amznonra, Doratfay Mango, Hind 
Naser, Janine Saaf, Lucy Marto, Tete Wegetins at Ah’ad 


Art Gallery (10:00 a.m, - 6:00 p.m.) (Tel. 819861). 

* Exhibition of calligraphy at Orfoh Art Gallery (Td. 
826932). 

* Paintings exhibition by Jordanian and Lebanese artists 
Jamal Khamis and Jehad Abu Suleiman at Afia Art Gallery 
(9:30 -13-JO, 15:00-18:00) (TeL 639303). 

& Graphics exhibition by artist Burhan Saleh Mohammad at 
tiie Phoenix Gallery for Art and Culture (Tel. 695291). 

* Book exhibition at the International Exhibition Centre, 
University Road. 

☆ Engraving exhibition by artist Jean- Pierre Pmccmin at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at the Italian 
Language Centre (Sh00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.) (TeL 669348) 

Ir Jordanian-Iraqi contemporary exhibition by over 80 artists 
at Ain Art Galkry in Wadi Saqra (9-30 a.m-8:00 p.m.) (TeL 
644451). 

* Exhibition of sculptures and drawings by Jordanian sculp- 
tor Samer Tabbaa. Also stowing “permanent” exhibition of 
54 Arab contemporary artists at Darat Ai Funtm of the 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Fo un da ti on b Jabal Lnwdbdeh 
(TeL 643251/2). 



An American consulting firm , in conjunction with the 
Ministry of Agriculture will be conducting a series of 
studies related to the Implementation of Agricultural 
Policies of Jordan , and is seeking expressions of interest 
from individuals who are senior professionals with 
extensive experience in Agricultural Research &. 
Extension as related to the Implementation of 
Agricultural Policy and to Evaluation of Institutional 
Capabilities to carry out these policies . 

Services will be required on a part-time basis during the 
approximate period of mid April . 1994 through mid 
August 1994 . 

Interested individuals should have excellent writing 
skills in English and Arabic , and should have experience 
working with a large professional international team . 

Interested parties should submit their current CV& in English to 
the Administrative Assistant at the National Center for Agricultural 
Research and Technology Transfer/ Technical Assistance and Services 
Office ( TASO ) . P.O. Box 283 Baqa' , Ammon - Jordan , no 
later than 14:00 hours on April 21st 1W4 . 
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Healthy law 
for our offspring 

IT IS high time that Jordan started thinking about 
new legislation aiming to curb the spread of 
hereditary diseases. The first order of business is to 
introduce a new law requiring couples to get 
medical screening before they tie the knot of 
matrimony. There is an ongoing policy emerging on 
this controversial subject that is being articulated 
by the Ministry of Health in coqjunction with 
Parliament and the Ministry of Awqaf. It appears 
also that there Is a meeting of the minds between the 
Minister of Health, Dr. Abdul Rahim Malhas, and 
the chairman of the parliamentary health commit- 
tee, Dr. Aref Bataineh, on the urgent need to offer 
coherent guidelines on how to proceed in tackling 
the issue. What appears to be holding the conclusion 
of this initiative for now, though, is the final word 
from the AI Sharia Council on the matter and. 
whether to make the issuance of a medical licence a 
mandat ory step before marriage can be legally 
sanctioned. 

We cannot envisage die religious authorities 
standing in the way of science and medicine in this 
field especially when what is being targetted by the 
proposed new legislation is disease of the kind that 
can be prevented and avoided. The chairman of the 
parliamentary legal committee, Sheikh Abdul Baqi 
Jammo, has already taken a position in favour of 
making the new rules compulsory after expressing 
the view that any such move would not be against 
either Islam or Christianity. All the more so, in fact, 
since many countries have regulated this aspect of 
public health by making the application for a 
medical certificate a routine measure for marriages. 
By taking this belated step now, Jordan would be 
just catching up with tbe rest of file international 
community in this regard. 

_ We happen to live in a world full of contagions 
diseases most of which can be passed on to children 
as well as to non suspecting wives or husbands; 
AIDS is only the latek plague that has afflicted 
mankind. How can we then remain silent when a 
disease of this kind can be passed on to spouses and 
their offspring as long as a medical licence is not 
made a prerequisite for marriage. With this in 
mind, we tend to disagree with the notion currently 
gai n i n g currency that any such new law does not 
have to be compulsory. We owe it to our young 
generation and their children that all necessary 
measures be taken to protect them from contagious 
and hereditary diseases. Perhaps adults of mar- 
riageable age can assume risks on their own behalf 
but their children need the protection of the state 
through laws since they have no say in the matter 
and remain to be innocent parties to marriage. 

Whether we approach this subject from the 
perspective of the right of the child or the human 
rights of man and women, the government Is duty 
brand to legislate, and soon, with due credit given 
to the officials and bodies pressing for it. 


ISRAEL'S ACCUSATIONS that Jordan was allowing Hamas 
resistance men free movement on its territory came under 
severe criticism by Al Ra’i Arabic daily Saturday, braefi 
leaders' accusations in this respect are totally rejected as those 
responsible for the recent bomb blasts inside Israel are 
resistance groups living inside the Israeli-held Arab lands, said 
the paper. It is true that those sympathisers with Hamas 
confined that the blasts were the work of Hamas groups, but 
such support cannot negate the fact that responsibility for the 
attacks was announced through mosques in Gaza, said the 
paper. Therefore, it said, any Israeli claims that Jordan was 
providing free movement for Hamas groups is totally rejected 
and can only be considered as threats on the part of the Israeli 
leaders and part of the ongoing pressure and blackmail 
attempts being exercised on the Kingdom. Israel realises too 
well that Hamas has no political or military base outside 
occupied Palestinian land and that sympathy with and support 
for these groups can by no means indicate that Hamas military 
presence exists in this country, said the paper. Jordan, it 
added, rejects these threats and will never succumb to 
pressure or blackmail of any kind. Delay on the part of Israel 
to implement U.N. resolution and withdraw from Arab lands 
it said, is the real cause for all the Jewish state’s problems. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Dustour Saturday said that the Arabs 
have real doubts about repeated American declarations that 
Washington was committed towards the attainment of peace 
and would play the role of frill partner to achieve that goal. 
Taher Udwan said the siege on Aqaba and retaining Syna on 
the list of nations encouraging sets of terrorism and dealing 
with drugs and at the same time, supplying American war 
planes, to Israel do not conform to such declarations. Indeed, 
and under the present circumstances, the peace process is in 
need of a real miracle to save it from collapse, said the writer. 
Even if the Palestinians and the Israelis succeed in im- 
plementing the Oslo agreement, be said, there can be no real 
progress on the other tracks unless Israel is truly oriented, by 
deed rather than word, towards the aspired peace. 




Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Faked Fanek 


Adjustment programme- agenda 1994 


Here comes a forum 
for stability in Asia 

. . i I I - 


IT IS now common knowledge that Jordan is applying an 
economic adjustment programme, agreed upon with the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), covering seven years 
1992-199$. Those who follow up on economic developments in 
Jordan know what policies were adopted and what measures 
were taken by the government during the first and second 
years of the programme, 1992 and 1993. 

They also know that the programme has worked beautifully 
and succeeded as evidenced by tbe actual performance and the 
tangible results: Economic growth reached 16 per cent in real 
terms over the two-year period, economic stability was 
established, public confidence was enhanced, unemployment 
was slashed in half, deficit in the budget was curbed, deficit in 
the balance of payments was reduced and investment in 
construction, industry and survices took off. 

However, the Jordanian public opinion should not be 
behind the course of action, because tbe people are the means 
and the objective of the real economic reform. The question 
therefore is: What precisely are the policies, measures and 
objectives set for implementation in 1994 according to the 
latest letter of intent issued by the government. 

The salient points on the programme's agenda for 1994 are: 

— The Central Bank of Jordan (CBJj will maintain an 
adequate reserve of free foreign exchange. The objective is to 
increase reserves before the end of 1994 by at least $70 million. 
Any 'drop of the CBJ reserves in 1994 below the level of Dec. 
31, 1993 will be treated as a breach of one of the new 
conditions of the programme. 

— The Centra] Bank will pursue its efforts to ensure that an 
effective indirect monetary control system will be fully 
operational. 

— New forms and systems will be introduced to monitor 
banking activities and sectoral credit. 

— Maintaining the ceiling for banking credit of around JD 
385 million of extra credit,- mainly to the private sector. 

— Deficit, before foreign grants, is to be reduced to 5.2 per 
cent of gross domestic product(GDP) in 1994, down from 6.2 
per cent in 1993. 


— Capital expenditure of the central government is to be 
increased from 7.5 per cent in 1993 to 7.9 per cent in 1994. 

— Due to freezing public sector payroll on one 'hand, and 
growth of the economy on tbe other, the relative size of the 
public sector payroll will be reduced from 7 per cent of GDP in 
1993 to 6.7- per cent in 1994. 

— Food subsidies, as a percentage of GDP, will decline by 
0.2 per cent to become 1 per cent through targeting benefits to 
the needy segment of the population ana price adjustment as a 
last resort if needed. 

— General sales tax (GST) draft was submitted to Parlia- 
ment in February 1994. Custom duty rates to be adjusted up 
and down to make op for differences in rate between 
consumption tax and general sales tax which mil replace it. 
Tbe purpose is to'preserve stability of prices of goods in the 
market upon the introduction of the new law. 

— Structural reform in the energy sector will be completed 
during the year. Power entities such as Jordan Electricity 
Authority (JEA), are expected to generate revenue sufficient 
to cover their long run marginal cost. 

— Agricultural and i negation water sectors reform plans 
will be defined tty July 1994. 

— Relations with tbe official creditors will be normalized 
through Paris Club. 

TTiese are the requirements of the adjustment programme, 
or its agenda for 1994. Aside from these points, all policies and 
measures which were taken or will be taken by the government 
are not directly related to the programme, but represent the 
government's best judgement on defining problems and 
making decisions on what should be done about them in the 
circumstances. 

We succeeded not only in achieving the targets of the 
programme during 1992 and 1993 but in exceeding them as 
well. There is no reason to prevent Jordan from achieving 
similar results in 1994. The programme can succeed only if tile 
government is fully committed and reforms were understood, 
and supported by the people. 

The long-term objectives justify the short-term sacrifices. 



By David C. Unger 

NEW YORK — East Asia, 
from Seoul to Singapore, is 
now rhe world's axis for eco- 
nomic and trade- growth. Any 
interruption of that region s 
growth would reverberate 

around the globe. Fortunate - 
ly, most economic indicators 
point towards further expan- 
sion — provided there is con- 
tinued political stability and 
peace. 

With that in mind. East 
Asian nations are preparing 
to launch this July a promis- 
ing vehicle for avoiding milit- 
ary conflicts. It is called the 
ASEAN Regional Forum, or 
ARF. 

It is not a military alliance 
like NATO or a collective 
security organisation like the 
Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe. But 
in time it could come to play 
a central role in U.S. strategy 
for the Asia- Pacific- region. 

Since tbe end of the Viet- 
nam war. Easr Asia has been 
largely free- of war and the 
destruction, diversion of re- 
sources and political turmoil 
that go with "it. Peace has 
brought investor confidence, 
reliable trade links, a stable 
and productive work force 
and rising levels of affluence. 
But any relapse into armed 
conflict could abruptly turn 
economic miracle into catas- 
trophe. 

The risk is limited but real. 
The cold war is over every- 
where else. but the risk of 
ideoio^calty based fighting still 
haunts the Korean Peninsula 
and the Taiwan Strait. Else- 
where. territorial disputes re- 
main dangerously unre- 
solved. including claims by 
six nations to the potentially 
oil-rich Spratly Islands in the 
South China Sea. 

Meanwhile, mainland Chi- 
na is investing heavily in 
modernised - military equip- 
ment that could be used to 
intervene beyond Chinese 
borders. Prominent Japanese 
politicians are talking openly 
about discarding the con- 


straints that have bottled ty 
Japanese- military power 
since World War II. Ah^ 
many Asians wony that; *fn 
inward-looking United Stataj 
mav be psychologically disgt 
gaging itself from the regio^ 
security. 4'jij 

No one is more alert tojhje 
new dangers than -tfiq 
prosperous but vutneram 
countries of developing Asia; 
The forum began as a proj|g 
of the Association of Spui 
East Asian Nations ~ 
donesia. Malaysia, the Phttfc 
pines. Singapore, Thafli|g 
and Brunei. Already it isim 
more than a paper orgarj£i| 
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ii ftjk. 




non. V. 

ASEAN seminars havee 
couraged cooperative 
velopment of disputed are 
in the Spratlys and promd£ 
exchanges of military-^ 
formation, along with M 
training exercises to builcR 
confidence and damp dot 
paranoia. jj 

The forum is no Iona 
limited to ASEAN. It tu 
includes, among others. 
na. Japan. Russia. Son 
Korea. Vietnam and the fg 
ited States. ConspicuoiS 
excluded, however, are $ 
of the region's most danra 
ous potential flash potqj 
Taiwan and North Korea.j 
it is to live up to its ambiti 
of preventing regional « 
flict. the forum must ewe 
tually embrace the entire^ 

gion. 

For decades, security iiW 
Asia-Pacific region has 6* 
built around America's jx 
war treaties with Jaga 
South Korea, the Philipp^ 
and others. Those treSt 
remain. But their govcjju 
assumption was that;j 
enemy would always be inti 
national communism; 
provide little guidance]! 
reassurance in disputes-^ 
pit one U.S- ally agsul 
another. The ASEAN ^ 
gional Forum can. That go 
Washington a strong inte| 
in encouraging its devefi 
ment. 4 
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Is rael’s sinister traaemarKs out m me op en 

Israeli trainers have been sent all over Africa and Latin America 
to increase the efficiency of intractable brutal militaries 






m 


By Jane Hunter 

MILITARY TRAINERS to 
shape up one of the factions in 
fragmenting Congo? Entirely 
legitimate, say Israeli officials 
— a routine transaction, this 
time coupled with a big arras 
sale. No problem. And, signifi- 
cantly, no shame. A Nigerian 
plane full of Israeli weapons 
grounded in Cyprus, and 
Uganda, the buyer on paper, 
denying everything? “It’s 
kosher." Israel insists. In the 
normalisation it won the mo- 
ment Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin shook hands with Yas- 
ser Arafat on Sept. 13, Israel 
has brought one of its most 
sinister trademarks into the 
open. 

The arms deal with Congo, 
which was the subject of con- 
troversy in Israel in February, 
was made through a govern- 
ment-regulated company. 
Israel used to lie with abandon 
about such companies, insist- 
ing that they were “private". It 
has always been obvious, 
though, that the multitude of 
Israeli “security’’ firms are vir- 
tual franchises, granted to ex- 
military officers so they can 
supplement their modest pen- 
sions. This time Israel blandly 
told the truth — or some of it, 
anyway. The load of arms 
which Uganda insists it did not 
buy has all the earmarks of a 
clandestine shipment to some 
non-governmental force. De- 
spite Israel's new, blase 
approach, the two deals raise 
questions about its vision of its 
own normality and its place in 
tbe international community. 

The deal with Congo 

The Israeli defence ministry 
responded in the traditional 
way when the mass circulation 
daily Yediot Abaronot re- 
ported the details of the arms 
and training deal with Congo 
late last January: ’The minis- 
try is not in the habit of addres- 
sing itself to publications con- 
cerning defence exports.” But 
the very fact that the censor 
had not stopped publication of 
the details was a break with 
tradition. Never before had the 
Israeli public been told in adv- 
ance of such activities. 

Tbe time, the public learned 
that 20 senior reserve officers 
had been recruited from elite 
military units and Shin Bet, tbe 


domestic intelligence agency, 
to train Congolese units loyal 
to President Pascal Lissouba 
and hasten their the use of S50 
million worth of Israeli arms. 
The arms came straight from 
Israel Military Industries and 
other Israeli weapons firms. 
Lavdan, one' of dozens of gov- 
ernment-licensed security ex- 
port companies, was handling 
the sale and the trainers, 
according to the report. Lav- 
dan is a subsidiary of Carden 
Investments, a public com- 
pany. Its director is retired 
Brigadier-General Yisrael 
RamoL 

In another break with tradi- 
tion, Prime Minister Rabin’s 
spokesman said that com- 
panies like Lavdan must have 
government permission to 
work abroad. Oblique as it 
was, the acknowledgement 
stripped away the central poli- 
tical function of the “security" 
export companies — their de- 
niability. For .decades, the 
myth that these “cutouts” were 
autonomous enterprises 
allowed Israel to claim that it 
was not doing military deals — 
heaven forbid — with Iran. Or 
South Africa. Or Panamanian 
strongman Manuel Noriega, It 
was always private business- 
men beyond government con- 
trol who created these scan- 
dals, Israel claimed. 

In a further confirmation 
that such “cutout” sales are 
closely regulated, Mr. Rabm, 
who is also defence minister, 
delayed approving the Congo 
operation while he considered 
an appeal to halt it by two 
Meretz MKs. They had argued 
that Israel should not be in- 
volved in situations like the 
ethnic struggle in Congo. They 
also conveyed to Mr. Rabin 
the concerns of the mothers of 
a second batch of recruits. 
Rabin’s spokesman told repor- 
ters about the subsequent au- 
thorisation of the sale. 

The Meretz appeal was re- 
ported by Israeli state televi- 
sion, also miraculously unfet- 
tered by the censor. According 
to the report, 40 additional 
men, recent veterans of army 
undercover units, were being 
sent to Congo. Then the televi- 
sion did a telephone interview 
from Congo with Brig. -Gen. 
(ret) Ze’ev Zacharin, the lead- 
er of the Israeli team. 

But all this was tame com- 


pared to what television re- 
ported on Feb. 3: an offer tty 
opponents of President Lis- 
souba to pay Israeli military 
personnel $15 million to bring 
off a coup. Faxed to a senior 
Israeli reserve officer from 
Montreal, the offer promised 
that Israeli investors wining to' 
finance the coup would reap a 
rich reward in gold and di- 
amond-mining rights and from 
the banks and foreign currency 
reserves once these had fallen 
to tbe opposition. 

Congo has no foreign cur- 
rency reserves. It was scratch- 
ing to pay its civil servants even 
before a hopeful exercise in 
democracy launched in 1991 
degenerated into armed com- 
bat between three e thni c fac- 
tions for the honour of assum- 


tractably brutal militaries and 
organise tbe palace guards of 
hated leaders. 

Even more controversial 
have been Israel's deals with 
so-called “subnational** 
groups. In 1986, U.S.-based 
Israeli intelligence operatives 
organised an improbable trans- 
Atlantic attempt (the ultimate- 
ly ill-fated Nobtstor affair) to 
overthrow the government of 
Ghana on behalf of a dissident. 
He promised to reward success 
with valuable mining and 
gambling concessions. 

Topping the list — indeed, 
way over the top — was the 
arming and training of tbe 
“narcojparamifitary” forces of 
the Colombian Medellin 
cocaine cartel during the late 
1980s. Israel told sceptical 


“Israel’s candour about Its militar y 
deals Is not as refreshing as it seems. 
Indeed, it is an indication that Israel no 
longer fears the consequences when its 
dirty work is discovered. That candour 
is also a blatant piece of advertising. In 
the chaos to come, reads the Israeli 
message, our thugs will train your thugs 
to scramble to the top of the heap.” 


ing the national debt. That 
point was lost on Israeli televi- 
sion. And Israelis who fretted 
that their countrymen might 
find themselves in battle 
against each other also missed 
the point. What other country 
has such a surplus of employ- 
able ram bos so routinely 
sought after? Men like Ze’ev 
Zacharin, with his experience 
training Israel’s proxy army in 
Lebanon, can demand top dol- 
lar. The veterans under his 
command are reportedly earn- 
ing $2,500 a month plus ex- 
penses. 

Israel has long had a reputa- 
tion for this sort of thing, 
Israeli trainers have been sent 
all over Africa and Latin 
America, paid handsomely to 
increase the efficiency of in- 


U.S- congressional investiga- 
tors. that tbe contractor, Lt.- 
C0L Yair Klein, had not been 
authorised to teach the drug 
barons assassination techni- 
ques and bomb-making. After 
an Israeli naval officer (the 
officer Philip Earon, was at the 
time the deputy mayor of 
Haifa) rode escort on a ship 
delivering aims to Antigua for 
transshipment to the cartels. 
Israel went through the mo- 
tions of prosecuting, Mr. 
Klein, fining him £ tiny 
amount Even after an Anti- 
guan commission of inquiry 
established that corrupt offi- 
cials had signed a fraudulent • 
end-user certificate for the 
arms, Israel continued to insist 
that they were legally purch- 
ased by die Caribbean island 
state. 


The ‘Uganda’ arms 
shipment 

Reminiscent of the Antigua 
scandal was the unmarked 
Boeing 707 full of Israeli arms 
that made an emergency land- 
ing at Cyprus’s Larnaca airport 
earlier this month. The plane 
was registered to a Nigerian 
company. Overnight Cargo, 
and the pilot said it had engine 
trouble. Israel, which has used 
Nigerian-registered companies 
for arms dealing in the past, 
insisted that tbe cargo was a 
legitimate arms sale to Ugan- 
da. “It had all die permits. It’s 
kosher,” a government spokes- 
man said. 

Uganda vehemently denies 
buying any arms from Israel 
and Reuters reports specula- 
tion that the arms had another 
African destination. It may 
well be that the Israelis were 
using a phony end-user certifi- 
cate to slip arms through 
Uganda to the rebels in south- 
ern Sudan. Egypt’s reported 
refusal to let the aircraft land 
noted that it was en route from 
Tel Aviv to Entebbe. The most 
serviceable explanation for 
why the plane was left in Cyp- 
rus for five days before being 
flown, cargo and all, back to 
Israel, is that some shameful 
operation had been thwarted 
by exposure. Israeli radio re- 
ported that a second plane, 
which tailed the 707 from Lar- 
naca, would take the arms to 
Uganda. Perhaps. 

How to justify a gory trade 

These are the kind of opera- 
tions which got the Central 
uitelhgence Agency (ClA'i 
mto big trouble in the 1970s. A 
U.S. public, sickened by re- 
yelations of CIA coup-makine 
m Chile and meddling in Cuba 
and Angola, gave Congress the 
impetus to rein in the aizencv 
And President Jimmy 
used a human rights yardstick 
to cat off military rid tOMme 
panknMy bnM rcgim^ 

Israel* trainers and arms 
dealers rushed in to the resul- 
tant vacuum in such couJSte 
as Guatemala and Chile, ej5£ 
lislnng the unique metier which 

I® 80 blandly acknowledged 
taa nwnd.. When PreSSS? 

Rjmald Reagan revived the 

pc ittjus, be made Israel an 
indispensable partner t£! 


conflicts he launched 
Angola, Libya, Nicar 
the guerrillas in El 2 
The killing carried out 
proxy wars against die U 
Union was unjustifiable^; 
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opportunistic killing that 
is blithely assisting now, ; 
African states coi> 
together across ethnic lit-, 
departing colonial po^ 
struggle to come to tarns 
their imposed n&tionh 
even less justifiable. In the. 
Israel claimed that its diplc 
tic and economic isolation? 
cused its gratuitous 
tions to Third World 
Now as Israel crows about 
acceptance by its harshest . 
can critics and sells itself as 
economic dynamo of a ' 
peace Middle East, bow 
justify its military e„ r 
trade' 1 

For the moment, while 
one complaining about - 
Israe- .-m simply defend:; 
gory :r.ide as an employm 
p!a.^ for the men whose j 
suppressing the P 
may si-jn end. When h 
rights and development 
nisatiens get round to nt_ 
Israel’s outsize contribution 
global mayhem, Israel 
argue that it is strengt 
one contender to en 
peace. 

Perhaps some pedant 
complain that Israel’s milii 
sales are at odds with the cart 
rent efforts of tbe World Bar 
and International Mon 
Fund ^ to discourage miniaijt 
pending by endebted nations. 
Israeli officials can quickly***^; 
plain that they are sustaining:* 
faction that is committed 
repaying the debts owed 
those institutions. (Rationales; 
for killing the victims of tbe 
world economic system 
never in short supply, as they* 
need only be convenient, nor 
convincing). 0 f. 

So Israel's candour about it^ 
military deals is not as iref 
Trashing as it seems. Indeed.rit 
£ “location that Israel tin 

Onger _ f ears the consequeucesr 

’!£, c * irt y work is discof 
vered. That candour is alsO:a 
blatant piece of advertising. 

chaos to come, reads^ the- 
JP™ message, our times will 
train your thugs to scramble to? 
we top of the heap. 
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Doom and boom: Tale of two Hungarys 


By Linda Stag 
Reuter 


By Alex Bandy 

The Associated Press ’ 

OZD, Hungary — This in- 
dustrial town tucked awav in 
eastern Hungary, near Slova- 
ks and Ukraine, symbolises 
what everybody in Eastern 
Europe fears. 

Under Communist rule, 
Ozd was a showcase. Its huge 
foundry, steel mill and -mines 
symbolised the “country' of 
iron and steel," everv good 
Stalinist wanted to forge. Sta- 
tues of Stalwart workers dot- 
ted the proletarian paradise 
which produced 29 per cent 
of Hungary’s iron ore and 34 
per cent of its steel. 

Now, the statues are rust- 
ing, only one of 3Q mill chim- 
neys is working and unem- 
ployment is 40 per cent 
“Anybody who could have 
Jeft, ’ said Isrvan Burcsik 
*iead of the Labour Office, as 
37 youngsters lined up for the 
nme jobs available that day in 
Ozd (pronounced Oh’zd). 

Just 290 kilometres away, 
across the Danube in western 
Hungary, Sopron symbolises 
what everyone in Eastern 
Europe now wants. 

Under Communism, Sop- 
ron was a closed city because 
the Austrian border was onlv 
a stone’s throw awav. Even 
Hungarians needed' special 
permits to go there. 

Sopron’s mine shafts were 
flooded because the regime 
saw them as potential escape 
routes to Austria. Many resi- 


dents left and the town slowly 
died. 

Now, chic restaurants and 
bars vie for clientele. Au- 
strians pour across the border 
Sopron’s pictures- 
que 300-year-old central dis- 
trict or visit the 120 dentists, 
who charge one-tenth of 
Vienna prices. Ozd, popula- 
tion 47,000, has only eight 


east European commodities, 
a modem telephone system. 

Janos Koca. secretary of 
the Sopron Chamber of com- 
merce, even thinks of turning 
the Communist past into a 
capitalist gold mine. He is 
raising money to build a nar- 
row-gauge rail line along the 
once-forbidding frontier as a 


dentists. 


has only eight tourist attraction. 


Last fall, a Sopron hotel 
owned by an Austro-Hunga- 
rian railroad company pre- 
sented an “evening" with La 
Toya Jackson for an audience 

limited to 160 people at the 
equivalent of S280 each. 

“It’s as if the country were 
cut in half at the Danube, 
that’s bow stark the differ- 
ences are," said Vilmos Elek. 
deputy mayor of .Ozd. 

The contrasts extend to 
politics. In 1990 elections, 
western Hungary voted for 
more liberal parties than did 
the east. Western- Hungary’s 
image is the one the govern- 
ment in Budapest promotes 
both at home and to investors 
abroad. 

Like the few other boom- 
ing - regions of the former 
Soviet Bloc, western Hungary 
exudes dynamism. Sopron 
alone has 200 joint ventures, 
most of them with Austrian 
partners. 

In nearby Szentgorthard, 
General Motors (GM) built 
a new assembly plant and 
gave the rmvn that «r«t of 


“We have the former 
guard towers, barbed wire 
and search lights in storage," 
he said. “We’ll put them back 
up to show people how forti- 
fied the border once was.” 
AH Ozd could be a 
museum of Stalinism. 

“I should have left (Hun- 
gary) under the Commun- 
ists," said Istvan Kesze, 24, a 
former ironworker now on 
welfare. "I could have 
claimed refugee status. But I 
had a job then. Now, we have 
democracy and no work, and 
no one in the West wants us.” 
The town’s single flirtation 
with foreign investment in- 
volved a German steel com- 
pany that arrived in 1990 and 
left a year later, allegedly 
having 'exported everything 
of value from the old mills. 

Although nearly ali the 
mills are closed, the air re- 
mains foul. Some residents of 
Ozd go to Sopron for treat- 
ment of their respiratory dis- 
eases in its fresh Alpine air. 

Slimy soot covers every- 
thing in Ozd. especially in the 
old foundry, which is being 


dismamled brick-by-brick as 
people slip in a back entrance 
to find anything worth 
taking. 

"It is just heartbreaking to 
see this place, which gave us 
our bread,” said Imre Laka- 
tos. 62. a pensioner who 
worked in the foundry for 40 
years. 

Almost the only thriving 
businesses in eastern Hun- 
gary are "bufdejto." cheap 
bars with no stools whose 
name means “To forget sor- 
row," Ozd has 235 of them. 

The only other entertain- 
ment in town is a fading 
theatre that holds rummage 
sales and bingo games, and 
the Rio disco, open 
weekends only. The Rio, 
advertised as '‘Europe at Ozd 
prices,” charges admission 
equivalent to 51. 

Most residents shop at 
“little Comecon,” a street 
black market tolerated by 
police. 

Dealers from Poland, Slo- 
vakia, Ukraine and Romania 
sell tools, phony icons, rub- 
ber boots, liquor, cigarettes, 
vacuum cleaners, cheap 
cosmetics, fur caps and spare 
pans for old models of east- 
ern European cars. 

Sopron does not need such 
a market. 

On the train leaving Ozd, 
young men exchanged tales 
of their bar brawls. On the 
train out of Sopron, youths 
talked of skiing weekends in 
Austria. 


Angola’s diamond area is bandit country 


By Nicholas Sbaxsott 
Reuter 

LUCA PA, Angola — Gun- 
shots echo across the coun- 
tryside night and day in 
Angola’s diamond region as 
illegal miners, police and sol- 
diers alike (fig for the tidies of 
the war-plagued country. 

The Lucapa Mining Com- 
pany (SML) churns out 
thousands of gem diamonds 
every week from its large 
industrial mines but within 
their concession area free- 
lance • diggers known as 
garimpeiros swarm across the 
hillsides in search of the tiny 
stones. 

"They dig holes every- 
where." a foreign worker in 
this northeastern Angola di- 
amond town said. “The 
police dig. The soldiers dig. 
They (fig inside the SML con- 
cession area. They don’t have 
so many fights with mine 
security because a lot of them 


are at it, too." 

He said civilian helicopters 
landed in the bush regularly 
filled with people from Zaire. 
Lebanon and South Africa 
seeking to buy the glimmer- 
ing gems. 

SML’s director in Lucapa. 
Kiame Matadidi. said the 
area was dangerous and the 
company had lost a lot of 
equipment to armed men. 

“The activity here is very 
violent, very violent indeed. 
It is wild prospecting," he 
said. 

Lucapa is one of the few 
diamond towns held by 
Angolan government forces. 
Beyond 30 km from town. 
National Union for tiie Total 
Independence of Angola 
(UNTTA) rebels and bandits 
make it dangerous to travel. 

Army convoys travelling 
south to the provincial capital 
of Saurimo are regularly 
attacked with rockets and 
maebineguns. 


“The convoys on that road 
are always carrying some- 
thing interesting.’’ a foreign 
worker said. "Sometimes 
UNTTA attacks them, some- 
times it’s just bandits, some- 
times it’s people from the 
army itself.” 

A recent victim was Manu- 
el Joaqoim, who was recover- 
ing from deep machete 
wounds in the town hospital 
after being attacked by 
armed men while looking for 
Manioc in a field a week 
earlier. 

**I don’t know. who. they 
were or what they wanted." 
he said about his attackers. 

■Mine security, with -four 
foreign employees and 
around 200 Angolans, has 
recently prevented attacks on 
the major rites. 

Juliao Pedrosa, a Por- 
tuguese mine manager, said 
the processing plant operated 
only' during daylight because 
of attacks. 


Angola’s main diamond- 
mining area, centred on the 
town of Cafunfo in the Cuan- 
go Valley 300 km west of 
Lucapa, fell into the hands of 
UNITA after civil war re- 
sumed in late 1992. 

UNITA has been using the 
diamonds to fund its war 
against the formerly Marxist 
Popular Movement for the Li- 
beration of Angola (MPLA) 
which it has been fighting for 
nearly 18 years. 

The area produced up to 
200 million worth of di- 
amonds- last year. -industry - 
sources say. 

Alberto Mender, a 23- 
year-old garimpeiro, ■ said it 
was a dangerous job, partly 
because police and soldiers 
sometimes stole the freelan- 
cers’ stones. 

A foreign miner said the 
visitors arriving in helicopters 
paid more for the stones than 
SML could. 


TOKYO — Japan's latest 
political turmoil is giving 
Michio Watanabe, one of the 
nation's most outspoken and 
colourful politicians, another 
crack at fulfilling his dream 
to become prime minister. 

"If asked, I must say that I 
do have the will, the' intent 
and the phvsical ability." the 
70-vear-old former foreign 
minister said this week as tne 
ruling coalition was dead- 
locks) on choosing a succes- 
sor to outgoing prime minis- 
ter Morihiro Hosokawa. 

Mr. Watanabe, a pillar of 
the opposition Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), 
was reported to be angry that 
the party would not support 
him as its official candidate. 
NHK Television said on Fri- 
day he had derided to break 
away from the party to 
achieve his lifelong ambition. 

NHK said it was -unclear 
whether Watanabe, who leads 
a powerful faction within the 
LDP, would ally himself with 
one of the warring groups in 
the eight-group ruling coali- 
tion. 

The move, if confirmed, 
would be the third time the 
earthy, straight-talking Mr. 
Watanabe has thrown his hat 
in the ring for the pre- 
miership. 

Last Julv, he ran for the 
LDP leadership after the 
once-dominant party tost its 
Lower House majority, only 
to lose to the younger Yohei 
Kono. It was a'hollow victory 
— Mr. Kono suffered the 
ignominy of becoming the 
nrst LDP president m 38 
years not to be elected prime 
minister. 

Back in 1991 Mr. Wata- 
nabe, head of a large faction 
within the LDP, had lost a 
first bid for the premiership 
when party powerbrokers 
opted for the older, more 
suave Kiichi Miyazawa. 

Mr. Watanabe is a man of. 
formidable experience in 
public life, having held the 
portfolios of health, agricul- 
ture, finance, trade and in- 
dustry and foreign affairs. 
His background makes him a 
favourite with many in 
Japan's financial markets. 

His salty wit. often ex- 
pressed in the dialect of his 
native province, has made 
him popular with many vo- 
ters. 

But ilJ-healtb. a lack of 
credentials as a reformer, and 
a scandal-tainted career leave 
big question marks over the 
impact of a possible Wata- 
nabe premiership. 

"In terras of style, he is 
definitely a throwback and if 
he has an agenda, it’s not 
reformist." said Jeff Young, 
who analyses Japanese poli- 
tics at Salomon Brothers 




FULFILLING A DREAM: Michio Watanabe could have another crack at realising Us 
ambition to be prime minister (AFP photo) 

Against all odds, Watanabe 
tilts again at top job 


Asia. 

Political reform was the 
glue which held together Mr. 
Hosokawa 's fragile multi- 
party coalition of diverse ele- 
ments including the Shinseito 
(Renewal Partv) co-founded 
by LDP rebel Ichiro Ozawa, 
the Buddhist-backed, centrist. 
Komeito (Clean Government' 
Party) and the Socialists., 
deeply divided between hard 
left and moderate members- 

But with political reform 
passed and Mr. Hosokawa 
set to step down amidst con- 
troversy over his personal fi- 
nances, the coalition is now 
flirting with collapse. 

Its polarisation into a 
mainstream camp led by the 
Shinseito and an opposing 
Socialist-led faction has 
opened the door to a deal 
which could put Mr. Wata- 
nabe in the prime minister’s 
post. 

Mr. Watanabe has been 
approached by Ozawa's 


group to join it in creating a 
new alliance. 

Mr. Watanabe’s poor 
health still casts doubt over 
whether he could handle the 
gruelling job as prime minis- 
ter. He underwent gall blad- 
der surgery in 1992 and was 
widely believed to have 
cancer. 

In April 1993. pale and 
gaunt, he resigned as foreign 
minister and deputy premier. 
Most commentators thought 
his active political career was 
over. 

Yet today he has regained 
weight and apparently 
vigour. He has been reported 
as saying he cured himself 
with large doses of vegetable 
broth. 

Bom in Tochigi Prefecture 
north of Tokyo. Mr. Wata- 
nabe set up as a tat accoun- 
tant there after graduating 
from university. He entered 
politics by winning a seat in 
the Prefec rural assemblv. 


Elected to the Diet (Parlia- 
ment) in 1963. Mr. Watanabe 
was groomed for the top job 
over a long period with a 
stnng of senior party and 
government posts. 

In 19S9. when he was tem- 
porarily between ministries, 
his career veered off the rails 
over the recruit scandal, a 
sharcs-for-favours scam 
which tainted half the 
cabinet. 

Mr. Watanabe's 1991 
appointment as foreign 
minister surprised many since 
he had become known 
abroad for his racial gaffes, 
dismissing Chinese as cave- 
dwellers and alleging that 
American blacks "polluted" 
white neighbourhoods. 

But he proved an able, 
energetic diplomat, helping 
to push through controversial 
legislation to enable japan to 
commit troops to United Na- 
tions-led peacekeeping op- 
erations. 


Jordan recognises none but PLO 


(Continued from page 1) 

a ting here illegally before 
Rabin made bis stat e ments to 
the press Thursday evening,” 
the official told the Jordan 
Times. 

The King said that the move- 
ment bad “no legal status” 
here and that representatives 
here being Jordanian citizens 
Ian choose to behave accord- 
ing to the law, constitution and 
declared political line of the 
Kingdom and will remain wel- 
come. “Otherwise they have to 
answer for it,’* the King 
warned. 

“We will not accept that this 
territory be turned into fight- 
ing grounds for the sons of 
Patentee or Jordan,” be added 
stressing that he wflj do the 
impossible to main tain nation- 
al unity “until such a time 
when the opportunity arises for 
people to make their choices.” 

“We wiD not allow any viola- 
tion here or there which wfll 
put us in a position incompati- 
ble with our choice of the PLO 
as the sole legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian 
people," he added. 

The Palestinians "can dis- 
cuss their af f air s on their own. 
They can agree or disagree. 
This does not concern us,” be 

added. 

“We do not want to burden 
tiiis country with more than it 
already has to carry unjustly 
even thnngh this kind of situa- 
tion is not strange to us.” 

But despite the strong warn- 
ing the King was directing at 
the Tslamif! group, he said that 
the wanting by Israel to Jordan 
was another fink in the prem- 
ores placed on Jordan, includ- 
ing. ihenaval blockade on the 
'port of Aqaba, for what he 
described as "ambiguous 


“The objective is to da mag* 
the image of Jordan and affect 
its credibility which we consid- 
er humilia t ing and unaccept- 
able,” the King said. 

“The latest accusation that 
Jordan deals with terrorism 
foils within this same objec- 
tive,” the King said, adding 
that be did not think that peo- 

E le can say that any country 
as “resisted terrorism ana 
worked against it in the way 
Jordan has done.” 

“We abhor and condemn 
violence wherever it occurs. 
This is the history of Jordan 
which has s uffer ed as a result 
of violence and winch has 
stood time and again squarely 
in the face of violence as it 
affected innocent people any- 
where in the world... this has 
not changed or wavered,” the 
King stressed. 

“Can - democracy in this 
country be the target because it 
does create discomfort to 
some?” the King further ques- 
tioned adding that “we believe 
in democracy in this country 
and making Jordan a model in 
this world/ 1 

“Do these policies (of press- 
uring Jordan) aim to make 
Jordan kneel under pressure?” 


p “What is required of Jordan 
tS until tins time an ambiguous 
thing” die King said. "Tne 
naval blockade placed on 
Aqaba can only be seenasa^ 
attempt to tarnish Jordan s ere- 
cfibiHty.” 

“Otherwise why this 
tration cm Iordan when it 
the only state neighbow^B 
Iraq and especially that w® ®d 
abide by SfSscearity Cotm- 
dl resolutions?" Kiag 

asked. 


tiie King asked adding “our 
beads wm remain high and will 
only bend to God alone.” 

"We would like to know 
what is this policy and what is 
its objectives... we also want to 
know who is behind this,” the 
King said. 

“Isftthe Security Council, is 
one single nation or is it tiie 
coalition of countries of the 
Gulf war,” the King said, 
adding that the series of press- 
ures on the Kingdom have 
been “deeply humiliating.” 

The King said that his move 
to link the resumption of Jor- 
dan's role in the Middle East 
peace process to tiie lifting of 
tiie naval blockade on Aqaba 
aimed at receiving “assurances 
that we are dose to resolving 
this issue” as well as push 
towards tiie “resolution of all 
our outstanding problems on 
the Jordanian-IsracB agenda 
l eading to the desired peace.” 

He said that be felt that 
“there was a deliberate poEcy” 


to target Jordan from all the 
countries neighbouring Iraq 
for em harassment and press- 
ure. “Wc feel that it could only 
mean that it is to tarnish the 
credibility of Jordan,” the 
King concluded. The King said 
that the recent wave or vio- 
lence in the occupied territor- 
ies and Israel “is most disturb- 
ing and distressing” but stres- 
sed that “the zenith of violence 
was the tragedy that occurred 
in Hebron a Friday morning 
and in a mosque... beyond that 
there has been actions and 
reactions.” “Our hearts ache 
for the victims (of violence) 
and their families wherever 
they are and whoever they 
are,” the King said. 

He said that tins chain of 
violence and counter violence 
has been partially caused by 
the “psychological setback” 
caused by tiie delay and waste 
of time in achieving progress in 
the Middle East peace process. 

“We realised from tiie outset 
that ft was going to take time 
and effort and patience,” the 
Kong said, adding that “even 
by my standards, a lot of time 
has passed and has been 
wasted and the approach to 
peace has not been characte- 
rised by the required deter- 
mination by all parties to the 
conflict.” 

“1 think the g o v er n ment of 
Israel should have the courage 
to admit that it has asd it bears 
the greater responsibility re- 
garding the time wasted and 
the violence that has been 
growing in the occupied terri- 
tories and in the region.” 

44 As for as I am concerned it 
is time for all to assess and to 
move deliberately and serious- 
ly to achieve the desired results 
so that no more time is 
wasted,” he added. 

“I fed very strongly th at the 
unfortunate target of the Heb- 
ron massacre or any other act 
that followed is the peace pro- 
cess,” the King pointed out 
adding thar "If this was the 


case then something has to be 
done about it.” 

Palestinian Ambassador to 
Jordan A1 Tayyeb Abdul 
Ra him we lcomed the King’s 
reaffirmation that* the PLO is 
tiie sole legitimate representa- 
tive of the Palestinian people 
in Jordan and elsewhere. 


Cabinet rejects threats, restates stand Jordan to leave panel 


(Continued from page 1) 

warned against Israel’s hesita- 
tion in the peace process and 
its attempts to avoid substan- 
tial issues and continued crea- 
tion of excuses and denial of 
Arab rights. • 

“Needless to say, Jordan is 
not in need of defending itself 
or its record that attests to its 
disapproval of acts of violence 
and terrorism. Iordan is not in 
need of any reminder of the 
consequences of terrorism 
which result in lolling of inno- 
cent civilians and obstructing 
the peace process. 

“Jordan has suffered a great 
deal as a result of terrorist acts 
and paid a high price in its 
citizens’ blood and resources. 

“Jordan would never allow, 
under any circumstances, a 
situation where its territories 
could be used as a springboard 
or a passage way for acts of 
violence or plotting for terror- 
ism. 

“This reflects the Kingdom’s 
principled stand and keenness 
to protect the innocent and 


safeguard human rights as well 
as the climate of democracy 
and the peace process. 

“The Jordanian government 
has taken note of the Israeli 
prime minister's statement 
alleging that Jordan Television 
had broadcast an interview 
with a Hamas spokesman. This 
has never happened neither in 
the wake of die Afula nor the 
Hadera incidents. It is the 
Israeli television which had 
broadcast such interviews in its 
news bulletins. 

"The Jordanian govern- 
ment, while reiterating its 
keenness on and commitment 
to the peace process and its 
quest for the success of inten- 
sive efforts for peace, rejects 
the method of threat or the 
implied threat in whole and in 
part. 

“Jordan, acting from a posi- 
tion of an advocate of peace 
and acting towards achieving 
peace and stability in the re- 
gion, will never succumb to 
any forms of pressure, threat 
or intimidation and calls for all 
efforts and supports all initia- 


tives to speed up the peace 
process to resolve substantial 
issues with a view to ending the 
vicious cycle of violence and 
achieving peace, security, and 
stability for all peoples in the 
region. 

Jordan, which is always com- 
mitted to the unanimous Arab 
resolutions and respects them 
and out of its respect for die will 
of the Palestinian people in its 
free choice of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) as its sole and legiti- 
mate representative, stresses 
that it will continue to deal 
with the PLO in its capacity as 
the sole party authorised to 
negotiate on behalf of the 
Palestinians and to assume its 
responsibilities in Palestinian 
lands. Jordan will continue to 
deal with the PLO accordingly. 

“Jordan will never anew 
Jordanian territory to serve as 
a platform for any group that 
acts otherwise or tries to 
weaken the PLO which aims at 
attaining the aspirations of die 
Palestinian people on their 
national soil.” 


(Continued from page 1) 

The pact, signed by Mr. 
Saleh and Mr. Beidh, leaders 
of North and South Yemen 
respectively before the two 
countries merged in 1990, 
foiled to end their feud which 
has paralysed the government 
since August. 

Jordanian, Omani and 
Yemeni officers along with 
U.S. and French military 
attaches in Yemen are mem- 
bers of the committee that 
succeeded this week in holding 
the first meeting in months 
between Defence Minister 
Haitham Qassetn Taber, a 
southerner, and the northern 
chief of staff. Brigadier Abdul 
Malek A1 Sayani. 

King Hussein said Jordan 
and Oman had worked jointly 
and succeeded in “halting the 
dashes (that erupted after the 
pact was signed), in returning 
some of the army units to their 
bases and in cooling matters 


down." 

However, he said Jordan 
would help Yemen reorganise 
its two armies — that did not 
merge after the unity — if 
Yemen requested. 

Sharif Zeid's trip comes af- 
ter King Hussein met Salem 
Saleh Mohammad, assistant 
secretary-general of Mr. 
Beidh's Yemen Socialist Party 
(YSP), in Amman on Tuesday. 

In Sanaa. Yemen's Oil 
Ministry denied on Saturday 
local press reports that 13 fore- 
ign oil companies working in 
the country were pulling out. 

A ministry source, quoted 
by the official SABA news 
agency, said the ministry “has 
not been notified by any of the 
companies of such intentions" 
and that the firms were “car- 
rying out... operations as 
usual." 

Local press reports had said 
that 13 companies working in 
Yemen have either pulled out 
or were planning to do so. 


Berri stresses solidarity 


U.S. flights remain frozen in Iraq 


(Continued from page 1) 

vesuganoo at tiie site on 


Thursday’s incident coin- 
cided with an ongoing Turkish 
land and air operation against 
Turkish Kurdish guerrilla hide- 
outs in northern Iraq. 

Forty-seven Kurdish guerril- 
las have been lolled in the 
cross-order operation south of 
die Turkish town of Coknxca 
since Tuesday, the regional 
governor’s office said Saznr- 


Turkey’s Kurdish rebels 
have been fighting for auton- 
omy and use northern Iraq as a 
staging point for hit-and-run 
attacks inside Turkey. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
said Friday the policy of pro- 
tecting Iraq’s Kurds “is sound 
and should continue.” 

The United Nations exclu- 
sion zone in northern Iraq, be 
said, performs “a very valuable 
function” and the multilateral 
mission “has bees... very suc- 
cessful and very important.” 
Despite the loss of 26 lives in 
the destruction of two U.S. 


helicopters, the president said, 
the multilateral effort to per- 
mit a semblance of normal life 
to Iraq’s Kurdish population 
will not be affected. 

Asked if the mission in 
northern Iraq should continue, 
Mr. Clinton told reporters, “I 
think so. I very definitely think 
so.” 

U.S. officials said the fight- 
ers misidentified the helicop- 
ters as Iraqi Hinds even though 
pilots had oeen told U.S. hen- 
copters would be in the area. 

The helicopters went down 
near the Kurdish village of 
Tozka, 30 kilometres east of 
Aqrah. The area is about 40 
kilometres south of the Tur- 
kish border and 80 kilometres 
north of the 36th Parallel, the 
southern limit of the “no-fly” 
zone. 

The mystery of how such a 
blunder could have happened 
deepened when Pentagon offi- 
cials disclosed that the two 
helicopters were operating 
electronic signal equipment 
that should have identified 


them immediately. 

There had been some spe- 
culation that the helicopters 
might not have been running 
their IFF — identification, 
friend or foe — equipment, 
leaving the attacking pilots to 
rely more heavily on visual 
identification at very high 
speeds. 

The incident has badly 
shaken U.S. confidence in 
military safety procedures and 
rekindled public debate over 
Americas involvement in in- 
ternational peacekeeping op- 
erations. 

In the United Kingdom, the 
incident recalled a “friendly 
fire” accident in the Gulf war 
when nine British soldiers were 
killed by U.S. planes. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Wil- 
liam Perry pledged to take 
action to ensure there would 
be no repeat of the incident. 
He said similar U.S. opera- 
tions in southern Iraq and Bos- 
nia were also under way and 
operational practices would be 
reviewed. 


(Continued from page I) 


have payed a price for oui 
national stands.” 

Pointing to the similar cir- 
cumstances and challenges fac- 
ing Jordan and Lebanon, Mr. 
Masri stressed Jordan's com- 
mitment to the democratic pro- 
cess which he said disting- 
uished Jordan from other 
countries in the region. 

Similar pledges were made 
by Mr. Berri, who added that 
“attempts were made to frag- 
ment Lebanon because it 
offered a model in democracy 
and coexistence among follow- 
ers of various sects.” 

Attributing the weak role 
Arab parliaments play in Arab 
politics in the absence of 
democracy, Mr. Berri said that 
"Lebanon fought more than 
others because it had more 
democracy than others." 

The leader of the pro-Syrian 
Ama! militia praised His 
Majesty King Hussein's com- 
mitment to democracy saying 
that among the “big achieve- 
ments of King Hussein is that 
he moved towards and estab- 
lished democracy even though 


he rules as a monarch while 
others stoned their rule with 
parties but ended up governing 
as individuals." 

Mr. Bern emphasised the 
Lebanese people's commit- 
ment to national unity as the 
“best means of fighting the 
(Israeli) enemy." 

The Lebanese leader agreed 
with Jordanian deputies on the 
need to develop economic ties 
among Arab countries and that 
suffirient cooperation and soli- 
darity have to be proceeded by 
democratisation. 

Mr. Berri, who will leave 
Jordan Wednesday, is sche- 
duled to meet King Hussein 
and Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali to discuss 
Jordanian-Lebanese relations 
and developments in the peace 
process. He said he was "look- 
ing forward to meeting King 
Hussein to benefit from the 
most patient Arab leader." 

Official sources told the Jor- 
dan Times that Mr. Bern's visit 
to the Kingdom has “impor- 
tant political dimensions" and 
that he is received in Jordan 
not just as the speaker of Par- 
liament but also as a prominent 
Lebanese and Arab leader. 
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Ministers sign biggest ever trade accord 


MARRAKESH, Morocco 
(AP) — In a chandeliered 
ceremonial chamber fringed 
with ornamental palm trees, 
109 governments Friday signed 
the world’s biggest ever trade 
accord to smash barriers to 
exports and boost global 
prosperity. 

“Ministers salute the historic 
achievement... which they be- 
lieve will strengthen the world 
economy and lead to more 
trade, investment, employ- 
ment and income growth,” 
said the final declaration clos- 
ing the Uruguay Round of 
trade talks . 

However, an accompanying 
statement set out a shopping 
list of future problems that 
need to be tackled, including 
workers' rights, paving the way 
for arguments in the coming 
months. 

Thunderous applause 
erupted as Uruguay's Foreign 
Minister Sergio Abreu Bonilla 
banged the gavel to signify 
approval of the Uruguay 
Round accords after more than 
seven years of bitter negotia- 
tions. 

The celebrations climaxed 
with an evening gala in Mor- 
roccan King Hassan ITs luxu- 
rious palais in this lush oasis 
city. 

The package is expected to 
increase global income by 
more than $200 billion in just 
ten years. It will cut barriers to 
trade in everything from com- 
puter chips to potato chips, 
phase out agricultural subsidies 
winch inflate tax bills, and 
open up services like tourism 
and transportation to foreign 
companies. 

The Uruguay Round has 124 
participating countries, but 
some small nations did not 
attend the signing ceremony in 
Marrakesh. 

Ministers from 97 countries 
signed an accompanying docu- 
ment committing them to 
membership of the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO), 
which is meant to start life next 
Jan. 1. 

The United States and Japan 
were among the nations which 
said they would not sign die 
separate WTO agreement until 
after their national legislatures 
had ratified the entire package. 
U.S. Vice President A1 Gore . 






General view of the ornate Salle Royale of the 
Marrakesh Palais des Congres where ministers 
from more than 100 countries Friday signed the 
final act of the Uruguay Round of trade liber- 


alisation talks. Below, general director of the 
GATT, Peter Sutherland, shows one of the 
numerous documents on the final act of the 
Uruguay Round (AFP photo) 




and Japanese Foreign Minister 
Tsutomn Hata, in speeches to 
the conference Thureday, both 
stressed they would aim for 
ratification before the end of 
this year. 

If Congress is unable — or 
unwilling — to ratify the pack- 
age promptly, this will delay 
implementation of the interna- 


tional accords. 

Hie final documentation 
spread out on the table during 
the signing ceremony totalled 
more than 26,000 pages — 
including a mind-boggling list 
of hundreds of thousands of 
new, lower customs duties. 

The Uruguay Round agree- 
ment, named after die country 


in which it was launched in 
1986, was clinched last Decem- 
ber. It was three yeais late 
because of a row between the 
United States and Europe over 
farm reform. 

The head of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT), Peter Suther- 
land, a former Irish attorney 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
factories were operating at 
their busiest pace in nearly five 
years during March, the Feder- 
al Reserve (Fed) said Friday, 
as mamrfactuxifig output grew 
for a 10th straight month. 

Total industrial output in- 
creased by 0.5 per cent last 
month as factories, mines and 
utilities operated at 83.6 per 
cent of their maximum capac- 
ity. 

That was up from 83.4 per 
cent in February and was the 
highest rate since June 1989, 
when business was running ^t 
83.9 per cent of capacity. 

The report from the Federal 


Reserve Board — which func- 
tions as the U.S. central bank 
— fanned fears in financial 
markets that the Fed might 
hasten its tinring for pushing 
interest rates up to dampen 
potential wage and price infla- 
tion. 

The Fed has raised short- 
term rates twice this year — on 
Feb. 4 and March 22 — and it 
is widely expected to boost 
rates again to curb borrowing. 

The Clinton administration, 
growing more concerned about 
rising interest rates in a con- 
gressional election year, said 
there was no immediate need 
for such action by the Fed. 


“We still don’t believe 
there’s any inflationary press- 
ure in the economy,” white 
House spokeswoman Dee Dee 
Myers told reporters. “We still 
continue to predict' moderate 
growth, sustained moderate 
growth without inflation.” 

As industrial operating rates 
grow, the risk increases of pro- 
duction bottlenecks that can 
foster big price rises and in- 
creased wage demands. But 
private economists and one 
Fed pficymating cautioned 
against assitming that point hay 
been readied. 

Typically, economists say 
that when industry hits 85 per 


China postpones tax on stock gains 


BEUING (AP) — Profits from 
playing the stock market won’t 
be taxed for at least two more 
years, Chinese officials said in 
an effort to give the country's 
flagging markets a boost. 

Prices on China’s two mar- 
kets in Shanghai and Shenzhen 
have been in a slump this year. 
Some analysts blamed market 
authorities for adding new list- 
ings too quickly, outpacing de- 
mand. Others blamed the new 
tax law that took effect Jan. 1 
and included trading gains in 
taxable income. 


“The issue demands a whole 
set of , principles and enforce- 
ment ts rather complex,” the 
official Xinhua News Agency 
quoted Li Yonggui, vice direc- 
tor of the State Administration 
of Taxation, as saying. 

"We need time to conduct 
research on how and when to 
introduce this tax,” he said, 
but promised that it will not be 
enforced this year or next. 

However, he said the gov- 
ernment plans a crackdown on 
persona] income tax evaders in 
the second half of the year. By 


law, Chinese, must pay tax on 
monthly income exceeding 800 
Yuan i ($92), but few do. 

Mr. Li said government 
offices are being asked this 
month to begin deducting tax 
payments from their employ- 
ments' wages. 


He said stricter enforcement 
has already increased the 
state’s personal income tax re- 
venue to 1.3 billion yuan ($149 
million) in the first quarter of 
the year, up 56 per cent from 
the same period of 1993. 


cent of capacity there is a risk 
of overheating in the economy 
that can trigger sharp price and 
wage rises. 

But Susan Phillips, a Fed 
governor, said in New York 
after the industrial output fi- 
gures were published that 
strong productivity growth and 
slack among other nations’ 
manufacturing companies 
would check inflation. 

“There is a positive environ- 
ment for keeping inflation con- 
trolled,'’ Ms. Phillips said. Re- 
cent inflation data looks good, 
aside from sekne pressure on 
commodities like copper and 
lumber, she said. 

One of the industries that 
has steamed forward fastest 
since industrial output began 
its unbroken string of gains in 
mid-1993 was automaking, but 
it slowed somewhat in March. 

“The output in several in- 
dustries picked np notably 
from the weather-related slow- 
downs of January and Febru- 
ary, but the overall increase 
was held back by a drop in 
production of motor vehicles' 
and electricity,” the Fed said. 

New-car assembly rates 
eased in March to an annual 
rate of 7.2 million from 7.6 
million in February and light 
trucks were down to 5.4 mil- 
lion from six million. 

Utilities’ production rates 


general whu steered through 
the accords, was jubilant. 

Tm tempted to answer that 
by doing an Irish jig on file 
table,” Mr. Sutherland said 
when asked how he felt. 

But both he and fire Uru- 
guayan chairman, Mr. Abreu, 
stressed the future challenges. 

Mr. Abreu read to delegates 
a list of issues that govern- 
ments want to put on the agen- 
da of die new WTO, the new, 
improved version of GATT 
which is meant to start life next 
Jan. 1. 

These, include the rela- 
tionship between file trading 
system and internationally rec- 
ognised labour standards; im- 
migration policies, competition 
policy; political stabOxty and 
the alleviation of poverty, and 
unilateral measures like U.S. 
trade legislation which imposes 
trade sanctions against unfair 
traders. 

The long list means that the 
preparatory committee meant 
to draw up the mandate of the 
WTO will become bogged 
down as governments try to 
push their pet project 

The floodgates were opened 
by the United States and 
France, which insisted that 
workers’ rights be firmly on the 
WTO agenda. Developing 
countries, which fear that 
labour standards may be used 


as a guise to keep out cheap 
labour imports, then put for- 
ward their own topics. 

“The trade agenda will nev- 
er be concluded,” said 
GATT’s Sutherland. 
“Whenever one issue is re- 
solved, other issues will remain 
on the table and will need to be 
expanded.” 

The four-day conference in 
this North African oasis was 
accompanied by faeadko-bead 
bilateral bargaining by the 
world’s largest trading powers 
on the sidelines. 

In the most eagerly antici- 
pated meeting of the week, 
U.S. Trade Representative 
Mickey Kantor and Japanese 
Foreign Minister Tsntomo 
Hata Friday tried to cool their 
dispute over Japan's $60 billion 
annual trade surplus. 

But they did not make 
enough progress to announce a 
resumption in formal negotia- 
tions, broken off in February. 


U.S. industry busiest in years during March 


for electricity and gas fell by 
1.8 per cent in March as the 
weather grew milder following 
a 1.2 per cent February de- 
cline. 

Economist Dick Berner of 
Mellon Bank in Pittsburgh said 
automakers were simply “tak- 
ing a breather” as they start to 
retool for new models. Sales 
are still strong for new cars. 

Mr. Berner said he expects 
the next round of interest-rate 
rises to come after the May 17 
meeting of the plicemaking 
Federal Open Market Com- 
mittee (FOMC). 

Rising capacity use ‘'could 
prompt the Fed to rethink gra- 
dual tightening and move more 
vigorously,” he said, though it 
likely would take more indica- 
tions of inflation to prompt all 
the FOMC members to agree 
to do so. 


Similarly, economist Allen 
Sinai of Lehman Bros in New 
York said the rising capacity 
use rate,' “is a potential infla- 
tionary threat” but not an im- 
mediate one likely to force the 
Fed’s hand. 


German banks come under 
fire for reckless lending 


FRANKFURT (R) — Ger- 
many’s highly profitable banks 
came under harsh attack Fri- 
day for lending vast sums to 
major customers — seemingly 
regardless of the risks — and 
so setting the stage for spec- 
tacular bankruptcies. 

Germany’s corporate land- 
scape was fins week rocked by 
its second major financial scan- 
dal of 1994 when property 
magnate Juergen Schneider 
disappeared without trace. His 
aropany, unable to make pay- 
ments, filed for bankruptcy 
Friday. 

The demise of the Schneider 
empire came hot on the heels 
of tire dramatic bbank rescue 
of Germany’s 14th largest com- 
pany, MetaUgeseOschaft A.G., 
which almost went bankrupt 
after losing 2.3 billion marks 
($L34 billion) on risky U.S. oil 

The Latest corporate collapse 
reopened with new vengeance 
a heated debate about the role 
of Germany’s powerful banks 
in policing German industry. 

Banks were aga in accused of 
not showing enough care in 
lending funds. Worries also 
reemerged about the efficiency 
of the country’s corporate su- 
pervisory system under which 


bank directors sit on the 
boards of numerous com- 

pa ATthe extent of Schneider’s 
problems became dear, politi- 
cians lashed out at Germany s 
powerful banks for making it 
too easy for major customers 
to borrow. Small customers or 
fire taxpayer then bore the cost 
of their mistakes. 

Klaos Bregger, head of the 
small- and medium sued busi- 
ness association which is linked 
to Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
Christian Democratic Union 
Party, said banks were "crimi- 
nally neglecting then supervi- 
sion duties and are foolishly 
giving undeserved preferential 
treatment to major custom- 


“The with respect to 

the Schneider Group cannot be 
explained in any other way, ’ 
Mr. Bregger said. 

“It is all the worse that these 
bflfions of marks of losses, 
which the banks helped to cre- 
ate, must be paid for by small 
bank customers with their 
hani ro fees and overdraft in- 
terest and by taxpayers via 
depreciation,” he added. 

Ingrid Mathaeus-Maier, 
financial affairs spokeswoman 


of the opposition Social Demo- 
crat Party, said the banks could 
not shirk responsibility for die, 
Schneider case. ?' 

"They arc dearly politically . 
and morally responsible,” she 
told German television on , 
Thursday evening. 

Mr. Bregger said the atti- 
tude of the banks toward their 
major customers was in stark . 
contrast to the way they tre- 
ated smaller clients, who often 
had to fight hard for any loans 
at all. 

Chancellor Kohl, who this 
week appealed for banks to 
bail out the Schneider Group 
to preserve jobs and save 
businesses owed money by the 
group, has long called on 
banks to be less conservative in 
offering funds for projects iriJ 
east Germany. - - 

Banks seized on such calls 
for less caution to defend their 
lending policies. 


“One day everyone says we 
are giving too little credit, par- 
ticularly in east Germany, the 
next everyone reproaches us 
for being careless. These two 
cannot both be correct,” said 
Bernd Sprenger, spokesman 
for the German Banking Asso- 
ciation. 


Foreigners take a bite 
at Russia’s ‘Boris’ bonds 


MOSCOW (R) — Who could 
resist fire temptation of a Rus- 
sian investment fiat is nick- 
named “Boris” and offers fat 
yields of nearly 30 per cent a 
year in dollar terms? 

Not hungry financiers, West- 
ern bankers in Moscow say. 

A stream of foreign banks, 
financial boutiques, junk-bond 
funds and emerging market 
traders have been lured to fire 
Vneshekonombank bonds 
issued last year by fire Russian 
finance ministry. 

The paper — nicknamed af- 
ter President Boris Yeltan by 
some bankers and Taiga bonds 
after a frozen*. Siberian forest 
by others —has attracted mare 
than $200 m3Bon' in direct 
foreign investment s6Thr~tiris 
year. Western bankers said 
Friday. 


sented in Moscow for coupon 
payments. 


more to boost confidence. 


Despite fins, prices on the 
longest 15-year instalment — 
worth over $2 billion and the 
most sonvht-after — have 
more than doubled since last 
December. 


Bankers said an expected 
deal between Russia and die 
International Monetary Fund 
on a $1.5 billion loan and 
progress on fire country’s $80 
bilhon debt would benefit the 
bond market but added that 
the presence of more Western 


As much as $500 million has 
landed in Russia’s emerging 
debt and equity markets so far 
this year, sane Western bank- 
ers say, with others putting the 
figure as high as a $1 button, 
m ainl y in backdoor invest- 
ments in privatised companies 
by foreign funds seeking bar- 
gains ana fearing they may be 
left out in fire cold. a 


Foreign buyers of the 
“Bom” bonds include U.S. 
investment funds backed by 
fire U.S. government and New 


mvestore will ultijmately do TU ^york , mpctfiant banks. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
* liyltanfl Arnold and MUaAffllrion 


The figure is tiny by world 
standards — but a respectable 
investment given a general 
suspicion over. Russian risk 
which, according to some 
bankers, is fire highest in fire 
world after Iraq. 

The dollar-denominated 
bonds, with maturities from 
one to 15 years, were placed in 
five tranches worth a total of 
$8 billion — enough, bankers 
say, to create a sufficiently 
liquid debt market in Russia. 

High returns backing global 
downward trends and relative- 
ly low risk compared to other 
Russian securities have sent 
“Boris” bonds soaring and 
made the market hungry for 
more. 

“A lot of people are looking 
for Russian instruments to buy 
and there are very few things 
on fire market,” Mfljenko Hor- 
vat, president of Citicorp in 
Russia, told Reuters. 

Choice and liquidity are li- 
mited and the market, run by 
telephone, is hampered by 
bureaucratic inefficiency. 
Bonds must be physically pre- 


UnscramWe these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four orefihary words. 


ARRIF 


It makes you look younger 

Jxr- 


WARLC 


GURFAL 


LARROP 


THE PEAUTIC.IAN WHO 
PERMANENTS 
IS CALLEP THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
Uested by the above cartoon. 




Print answer hem: 


Saturday’s 


Jumbles; RIVET 
Answer: What* 


What she thom 
health— -EXPl 


(Answers tomorrow) 
OXYGEN NAUSEA 


of her dean bill of 
SIVF 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY APRIL 17, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 



GENERAL TENDENCIES; 
Because of the planetary influ- 
ence of Moon square Mercury 
you will need to handle problem 
later in the day. The double 
Moon trine to Jupiter and Saturn 


in the AM, however, is quite a 
boost. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Attend services that can give you 
peace of mind and spirit. Then 
make confidential plans to gain 
your fondest aims. Be logical in 
any situation. 


achieve more success in the fu- 
ture. Be of greater assistance to 
others and gain their goodwill 
and support. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) A good day to show 
appreciation to others For past 
favours. Stop wasting time with 
one who is detrimental to your 
progress in your chosen field. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Put aside usual 
pursuits of the day and study new 
interests that could help vou be- 


A CROSS 
1 Livestock feed 

5 US labor leader 
BCheeriasa 
iSBunsrine 
14 "Happy 


Banal 


15 Excellent 

16 Attempt 

17 — the other 


]9 Family member 
20 "Silver Skates' 


msm 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Be more thoughtful of family 
members. Concentrate on how 
to be more productive in the 
future on any project. Be more 
cheerful to others. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
time to mediate on philosophical 
matters and gain a better pers- 
pective on lire. Express happi- 
ness with loved ones you are 
appreciative of. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A day to make sure you 


interests that could help you be- 
come more successful. Be prac- 
tical in your endeavours. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Cooperate 
more with family members and 
■have increased happiness. 
Attend to personal duties, that 
must be done for you to get 
ahead now. 


are living according to your true 
beliefs. Strive for increased har- 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Be sensible in hand- 
ling important matters of com- 
munication. An intuitive promp- 
ting could be erroneous for you 
at this time. 


mony at home especially with 
loved ones. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Take time to study new ways of 
gaining added abundance in the 
days ahead. Discuss new 
arrangements with family mem- 
bers and get their opinion. 

VIRGO; (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Figure out a better way to 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 ro 
February 19) A fine day to plan 
how to operate more efficiently 
in the future. Strive for increased 
harmony at home. Express 
happiness to your loved ones. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Get out of that nu you are in 
and enpge in progressive activi- 
ties that can make your life 
richer. Study philosophical mat- 
ters. 
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frazil, banks sign major debt accord 


NEW YORK (AP) — Brazil 
d<»ed a major chapter in its 
debt-ridden history late Friday 

^u°S2P!!^ g m agreement 
with 750 banks that refinances 
roughly $49 billion in bor- 
rowed money. 

The accord, reached in New 
York, is a vestige of the enor- 
mous nm-up in Third World 
debts that sent shock waves 
throngh the world financial 
system in the early 1980s, 
axed a "lost decade” of <rt». 


m i n ister, in a press statement. 

William Rhodes, vice chair- 
man of Citibank and a key 
negotiator in the process that 


considered partly responsible 
for the economic resurgence of 
those two countries. 

Brazil, which has the highest 


debt 

1982 


teti t o th e agreement, called it foreign debt in the developing 
M an historic day for Brazil in world, owes creditors about 


.. . , cre- 

lost decade” of stagna- 
tion m Latin America and led 
to big losses by banks in the 
United States and other de- 
veloped countries. 

Brazil today achieved an im- 
portant milestone in its con- 
tinuing programme of econo- 
mic reform,” said Rubens 
Rjcupero, Brazil’s finance 


allowing it to normalise rela- 
tions with its external creditors 
and giving further mome n t um 
to its programme of economic 
opening and reform.” 

Under a novel arrangement 
set up by former treasury 
secretary Nicholas Brady, Bra- 
zil will repay much of its re- 
; debt to tbe banks with 
s, backed by U-5. 
. bonds as collateral. 
These special bonds, called 
Brady bonds, have been util- 
ised by Mexico and Argentina 
to ease the pain of their oner- 
ous debts. Brady bonds are 
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244,272 
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4,750 


40,131 

2.300 

2.250 

2.290 

21,451 

3.1*0 

3.150 

3.130 

2XS.2C3 

2.230 

3.190 

3.200 

37,566 

2.100 

2.040 


411 

4.550 

4.510 

4.510 

26,356 

4.280 

4.240 

4.260 

114,94: 

4.180 

4.160 


23, i*: 

9.900 

9.890 

9.760 

1.7(1 

4.500 

4.550 


230,072 

1.920 

1.970 

1.840 

02,743 

2.290 

2.400 

2.290 

11,440 

3.000 

3.950 

2.910 

3.32 2 

3.310 

3.150 

3.180 

433.600 

4.610 

4.840 

4.840 

1,475 

2.950 

2.950 

2.950 

1,365 

1.230 

1.290 

2.290 

432 

4.800 

4.700 

4,700 

49.306 
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2.030 

546 

7.750 
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7.360 

16,019 
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3.630 

16,946 
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767 
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1.180 

660 

1.100 

1.080 

1.100 

42,626 

16.000 

15.500 

19.500 

7,641 

2.030 

2.000 
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3.800 

396 

1.630 

i.sao 

1.580 
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9.850 

986 

7.070 

1.970 

1.970 

1,48« 

6.700 

6.600 

6.600 

8,243 

12.700 

12.550 

12.600 

18,054 

7.420 

7.270 

7.480 

ISO 

3.100 

3.000 

3.000 

8,409 

4.120 

4.130 

4.200 

5,980 

4.600 

4.(00 

4.600 

1,650 

17.300 

16.600 

16.500 

7,830 

2.700 

2.610 

2.610 

6.908 

0.380 

0.370 

0.370 

99,285 

18.600 

18.600 

18.400 

5.990 

2.090 
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16,670 
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U5. Dollar In Interna ti onal Markers 


Currents- 

Neso Yonk 
Close 

14/4/94 

m 

Sterling Pound 

1.4773 

1.4720 

DeuL-cbe Mark 

1.7100 

1.7145 

Swiss Franc 

1.4470 

1.4550 

French Franc » 

5.&47S 

5.6615 

Japanese Yen 

104. f 7 

103.45 


Prrlnnl 

1.1265 


ISU Krr ST«. 

l-arupru llpndiw -» *:°6 a-w- JiVl 


EorocnrrwKy Interest Bates 


Dm: 16/4/1994 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

L .S. Dollar 

3.5000 

3.7500 

4.0600 

4.7500 

Sterling Pound 

4.1700 

4.9400 

5.1300 

5.4400 

Deutsche Mark 

5.5600 

5.4400 

5.3100 

5.1300 

Swiss Franc 

3.4400 

3.8 600 

3.6100 

3.75 00 

French Franc 

5. ££00 

5.6600 

5.6100 

5.7500 

Japanese Yen 

2.0000 

2.0000 

2.1300 

2.3600 

European C'urrenc> L'nit 

6. 1600 

6.1200 

6.0000 

5.9 300 


Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Rate BaBMfai 

Date: 16/4/1994 


i 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

L'-S. Dollar 

0.7040 

0.7060 

Sterling Pound 

■ 1.0346 

1.0400 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4101 

0.4122 

Swiss Franc 

0.4637 

0.4661 

French Frapr 

0.1200 

0.1206 

Japanese Yen 

0.6791 

0.6125 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3656 

0.3676 

tmnftsii Krona 



Kalian Lira 

0.0429 

0.0431 

Bdgian Franc 



Per 188 


* 

Other Qimodas 

Dam 

k 16/4/1994 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 


1.6640 

Lebanese Lira 


0.04177 5 

Saadi Rj\al 


0.1666 

Ku«»ti Dinar 

2.3200 

2.3550 

Qatari Rijal 


0.1920 

Egyptian Pound 



Omani Ri val 

smsm 


UAK Dirham 



Greek Drachma 


0-38675 

Cypriot Pound 

1.2655 

7.3875 


$120 billion. 

The magnitude of the debt 
and Brazes inability to pay has 
complicated the country's 
effort to control rampant infla- 
tion, and is a key reason why 
Brazil lades access to more 
foreign capital most banks 
have been reluctant to lend it 
more money. 

Citibank, the biggest U.S. 
bank and the lead negotiator in 
the debt restmctcring, is owed 
about $2-5 billion. 

The baric outline of the debt 
restructuring was reached last 
Nov. 29 but was delayed by a 
few recalcitrant creditors and 
Brazil’s difficulties in complet- 
ing an economic reform agree- 
ment with the International 
Monetary Fund. 

Tbe deal was farther com- 
plicated by the recent upheaval 
m the .bond market, which 
raised i n ter e st rates and de- 
pressed the prices of already- 
issued Brady bonds. 


The Latin American 
crists began in August 
when the government of Mex- 
ico proclaimed it was no longer 
able to pay the interest on its 
debt. 

That declaration trauma- 
tised banks that had been free- 


ly lending billions of dollars to 
Latin Ami 


America and were sud- 
denly confronted with the 
prospect that they wouldn't be 
repaid. 

Indeed, many big U.S. 
banks were forced to set aside 
big sums as a cushion against 
the risk of default as other 
Latin borrowers said they 
couldn't pay tbe interest on 
their debts. 

Banks have been eager to 
finalise the pan with Brazil 
prior to the Oct. 5 presidential 
elections. There has been some 
fear that the leading candidate. 
Luis Inado Lula da Silva of the 
Workers Party, would seek to 
renegotiate it. 

Former finance minister Fer- 
nando Henrique Cardoso, who 
lobbied hard for the new 
accord, resigned last month to 
run for president. He's second 
to Mr. Lnla in the latest polls. 


Syria expects record 4.4m 
tonne wheat harvest 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria's Fanner's Union said Saturday it 
expected a record wheat harvest of 4.4 million tonnes this year 
compared to last year's record of 3.62 million tonnes. 

Officials at the union attributed the expected increase to good 
rainfall which covered the north and northeastern areas where 
wheat is mainly planted. 

Syria has achieved sharp increases in wheat production in 
recent years. Production has more than quadrupled since the 1.02 
million tonne harvest in 1989. 

The increase has posed a trig storage problem. Most of the crop 
is kept in the open air without proper conditions. 


Cairo to spend much 
more next year 


CAIRO (R) — The Egyptian 
government plans to increase 
spending next fiscal year by at 
least 13 per cent, well above 
the inflation rate, according to 
figures published in govern- 
ment newspapers Saturday. 

Prime Minister Atef Sedki 
was quoted as saying that total 
Spending in the budget for the 
year 1994/5 would be more 
than 80 billion pounds ($23.7 
billion) and that this was at 
least 10 billion pounds (3 bil- 
lion) more than in the current 
budget. 

Fiscal years in Egypt begin 
on July 1. 

Finance Minister Moham- 
mad El Razaz was quoted as 
saying the government would 
spend 83 billion pounds ($24.6 


quoted Mr. Raza 2 as saying 
“sovereignty revenues" — the 
largest element in the govern- 
ment’s income — ■ would rise 14 
per cent, to 40.3 billion pounds 
(Si 1.9 billion) from the 35.3 
million ($10.4 billion) pro- 
jected for this year. 


Lebanese banks 
cut prime lending 
rate to 20% 


billion) next year and that the 
l be 4.3 per 

the equivalent of 3.6 billion 


deficit would 1 


:r cent — 


pounds ($1.1 billion). 

That deficit — less than 2.4 
per cent of gross domestic pro- 
duct — would be within the 
target set by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) for this 
fiscal year. 


The government newspapers 
nd nnanc 


gave few details and finance 
ministry officials were not 
available to comment. 

Spending in the 1993/4 
budget was originally set at 60 
billion pounds (about $18 bil- 
lion) but it was not clear what 
the final figure would be. 

The rate of inflation in 
Egypt fell to 7.3 per cent in 
February, the lowest since De- 
cember 1990. Ministers say 
they expect it to keep falling. 

The newspaper Al Ahram 


A1 Ahram quoted a finance 
ministry source as saying that 
although the government has 
cut tariff rates, it would earn 
more from customs because 
many companies had lost their 
exemptions. 

Mr. Razaz said the govern- 
ment’s wage bill would rise 19 
per cent, to 13.8 billion pounds 
($4 billion) from 11.6 billion 
($3.4 billion) in this year’s 
budget. 

The government will send 
the budget to parliament to- 
wards the end of the month. 

Meanwhile. Egypt will pro- 
duce S6.2 million tonnes of oil, 
gas and condensate in the 
financial year 1994/5, a 2.3 per 
cent increase over 54.9 million 
tonnes in calendar 1993. 

The government newspaper 
Al Akhbar quoted Oil Minister 
Hamdi Al Banbi as saying the 
total for 1994/5 included 46 
million tonnes of crude oil, 
nine million tonnes of natural 
g3S and 1.2 million tonnes of 
condensate. 

The equivalent figures for 


eqi 

calendar 1 993 were 45 million, 
S.666 million and 1.278 million 
tonnes. 

Projections for the six- 
month period January-June 
1994 were not immediately 
available. 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon's 
banks cut their prime lending 
rate to 20 per cent from 22 to 
strengthen the local currency 
and encourage borrowing in it. 

The Lebanese Banks’ Asso- 
ciation said in a statement its 
board decided on the cut — the 
second in two months — to 
reduce the cost of borrowing 
the Lebanese lira and streng- 
then the currency. 

At present, borrowing in 
Lebanon is in U.S. dollars be- 
cause the banks’ dollar lending 
rate is about 12 per cent. The 
economy is still heavily dolla- 
rised after panic purchases of 
the U.S. currency during and 
after the 1975-90 civil war. 

Some 62 per cent of bank 
deposits are held in dollars but 
this is down from 90 per cent 
when Prime Minister Rafik Al 
Hariri took over in October 
1992. 

Dollarisation has fallen from 
7? per cent in the nine months 
since central bank governor 
Riadh Salameh took over on 
Aug. I, 1993. 

Mr. Salameh has made a 
strong lira a priority. Thanks to 
revived confidence and capital 
inflows the currency has 
strengthened steadily under 
Mr. Hariri. 

Friday’s lending rate cut fol- 
lows a reduction from 26 per 
cent to 22 per cent on Feb. 17 
which signalled growing confi- 
dence that Lebanon's econo- 
mic recovery is on course. 


The February cut was the 
first major reduction in interest 
rates since October 1992. 

The latest cuts are in line 
with a steady reduction in 
yields of pound-denominated 
treasury bills which are the 
benchmark (or Lebanon's 
reemerging financial market. 

Treasury bill yields have re- 
cently fallen jusi below 20 per 
cent. 

Many depositors are switch- 
ing to liras as confidence rises 
and the lira continues to 
strengthen against the dollar. 
They are selling dollars to in- 
vest’ in the high-yield treasury 
bills. 

A sharp rise in the central 
bank's foreign currency re- 
serves to $2.6 billion at this end 
of March from $1.9 billion at 
the end of 1993 gave author- 
ities the leeway to cut interest 
rates by enabling it to defend 
the lira on the foreign ex- 
change market. 

The lira dosed at 1.W2.50 to 
the dollar Friday, continuing 
its recovery from its nadir of 
2.750 in 1992. 


The banks' association said 
it was setting the following 
maximum credit rates on 
Lebanese lira bonk accounts: 

— Savings accounts, seven 
per cent; 

— Savings accounts for one 
and three months. 15 per cent; 

— Savings accounts for six 
months and a year, 16 per cent. 
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AND. RESERVATIONS. 




KAMAR&SONS 

. 604676 GQ4696 




FOR RENT fr SALE 


Many villas and apart- 
ments' furnished or unfur- 
nished. 


For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 ' 
Fax: 810520 
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RESTAURANT 


Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 


Real Chinese Cuisine 
ami Greal Far Eastern 
Atmosphere . 
Open for Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
a week 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMpVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 


EASTERN SERVICES 


OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN -JORDAN 


%ozem Inn 


Hommage a Amman 
...a tribute to tradition, 
culture and heritage ... 

the in-place to be ! 


Tel . 613572/630571 Fax. 630572 Jabai Amman,2nd Circle 



71m FM Ctan Hotel In 
Ammon that hoc a , 
Kitchenette in every room-J 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


DAIUITEL 


Amman - TaL 668193 - 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 002434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Rtjfdence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


/ CHEN'S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbtque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come ana taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight 
V Ah’ Conditioned Hall / 



^MMIVUZE 

smuispub 

Sports Sc programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the kamikazis 
are always 1 J.D. Each 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle Jabai Amman near 
Ahhyyab Girls School 

Taka away Ib mnttUWa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. €39968 


AV/S 


We try harder. 



& 699-420 


SELECT HOTEL 



@ Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 


NeGrEsCo BaR 


© Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks 
© Open Noons 


& Evenings 



Jabai Al Webdeh/Tel. 637 10 1 / 637 102 


S 

GALLERYSgggTt 
INTER pATK 



SOUK l MM l THAINA 
AMMAN TEL. 8I59K7 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film ai 
our shop and get:- 


* JUMBO photo 
size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp- Grindlay^ 
Bank. Phone: 6(M042 


Swefieh tel: 823891 


Maintenance and 
Repair Serx'ices 


DiW tn weii irair.ed and 
Prqfesnottl Technicians 



Phimf 604671 


S3 Electrolux 



Rostauranl 
You Know 

Our Pizzas& Sandwiches 
New Tr»| TVie 

Italian Pasta 

TKdcuto- Way 
!>{ughm 

Rif fW 


HV®— Frnuccin? ,J 

II Prapmiad Ifi voufinmlmb l| 
mpMartit* i — 'J 


La vie 6eautu 
center 


for Facial cleansing, Massage, 
Sugaring, Waxing flail Care 

, Make-Up And Bridal 


Make-Up. 

We use the best French Casme&e 



femand aubry 


Reservation & Information 

UmUihainah-TeL 661217 


: SSj? SMEW- 

i§! 


FOR RENT 


Detae VTgas and Apartments 
in Amman. 


For farther detials please call 

SANABLE REAL ESTATE 

TEL: 864230 FAX 864231 


AL-FUHIE5 TOURS 




AWneTickets, Hotel Reservation's 
Groups Discount prices 


jljlfll JL£ Ly 


Leti 2 T.cn, Syria , Turkey , £ygpt . 
. !raq , Cyprus , Bangkok , Ba*5ya 


MAN OFFICE AL- FLUES 
TaL: 720B87- Fax:72QBS? 
BRANCH: AL- ABDALLJ 
Tel: SI 9551/2 /3 - F»:S195S3 
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Mandela makes flying campaign Serbs tighten stranglehold on Gorazde 

• m ^ SARAJEVO (AP) — Bosnian 

visit to tense Zulu heartland I n . i j it vt * » 


LAMONTVILLE. South Afri- 
ca (R) — ANC leader Nelson 
Mandela, almost certain to be 
South Africa's first black presi- 
dent, made a campaign visit to 
the volatile Zulu heartland of 
Natal Saturday amid fears of 
fresh election violence. 

Hundreds of ecstatic suppor- 
ters mobbed Mr. Mandela 
when he began a walkabout in 
this ANC stronghold in a re- 
gion where 10.000 people have 
been killed in a decade of 
political rivalry pitting ANC 
supporters against those of the 
rival Inkatha Freedom Party. 

Officials said Mandela, 
whose African National Con- 
gress is widely expected to win 
South Africa's historic April 
26-28 all-race elections, would 
spend just one day in Natal. 

“We are keeping our fingers 
crossed that everything goes 
okay today. Security is very 
tight,” said a senior ANC 
security official overseeing the 
visit. 

Lamontvifle is one of a string 
of townships in Natal and the 
adjoining Kwazulu homeland, 
where most of South Africa’s 
8.5 million Zulus have their 
roots. 

As security officials strug- 
gled to dear a path for the 
ANC leader, a group of cheer- 
ing children watched from the 
top of a huge ANC billboard 
which prodaimed: “Vote for 
'justice, peace and freedom.” 

Chinese 

soldiers 

reportedly 

killed 

Taiwan 

tourists 

TAIPEI (R) — A Taiwanese 
• . government source quoting in- 
; • telfigence reports said Satur- 
. day a group of renegade 
.Chinese soldiers murdered 24 

- Taiwanese tourists who died in 

* a mysterious boat fire in China 
last month. 

The sources told Reuters a 
-number of People’s Liberation 
Army soldiers armed with 
'flamethrowers robbed and 
;buraed to death the tourists 
■ and eight Chinese crew of the 
I boat on Qiandao Lake in the 
; province of Zhejiang on March 

Chinese authorities found 
; out about the murder the next 
day but decided to cover it up ; 
and ordered the loot to be 
’ far-reaching", the source 
quoted intelligence which he 
described as “authoritative'' as 
saying. 

' The deaths of the tourists 
under mysterious circumst- 
. ances have strained uneasy re- 
lations between Taiwan and 
China, bitter rivals since the 
Chinese Civil War ended in 
1949. 

Relatives of the victims have 
: accused China of covering up 

- what they allege was mass mur- 
der. They raised several ques- 
tionable points, including why 
the victims did not jump ship 
and were instead huddled in 
the small cabin below. 

The relatives said authorities 
restricted their movements 
while they were in China re- 
covering the victims* remains. 
The authorities had also in- 
sisted the remains be cremated 
in China instead of being taken 
to Taiwan. 

China acknowledged last 
week that the blaze might have 
been caused by "saboteurs". It 
pledged that the culprits would 
be severely punished after 
Taiwanese leaders called 
Chinese authorities “bandits... 
trampling on human lives." 

In Beijing, officials from the 
State Council (cabinet) and the 
Ministries of Foreign Affairs 
and Defence could not be 
reached for comment on the 
latest allegations. 

Taiwan will suspend all 
group tours to China from May 
1 and has declared 11 scenic 
; spots, including Qiandao Lake 
and Lhasa in Tibet, high-risk 
areas for travel. 

About 10,000 Taiwanese 
have backed out of tours to 

Cbin3. About 450 group tours 
have been cancelled, costing 
travel agents about Taiwan 
..-dollars 300 million ($11.4 mil- 
lion), according to the Taipei 
Association of Travel Agents. 
Chinese officials estimate 
‘‘more than one million 

* Taiwanese travellers last year 
‘ pumped at least S589 million 

* ihto China's economy. Taiwan 
- lifted a four-decade-old ban on 

travel to China in 1987. 

; China has urged Taiwan au- 

* thorities to “handle the matter 
in a rational and cool-minded 

J manner so as to avoid a set- 

* back in relations." 


Inkatha, a Zulu-based party 
led by Mack conservative Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi, Friday 
announced a series of protests 
against the elections, including 
marches through South Afri- 
ca's commercial centre of 
Johannesburg. 

Mr- Buthelezi, who is de- 
manding virtual self-rule in 
Kwazulu-Natal, is boycotting 
the election. 

Police banned the marches, 
saying they bad to prevent a 
repeat of mayhem in the city 
on March 28 when 53 blacks 
were killed during Inkatha 
ami-poll protests. 

The Johannesburg youth 
branch of Inkatha, which said 
up to 50.000 supporters would march 
through the city Monday and 
Tuesday, said it would defy the 
ban and every effort would be made 
to ensure the marches were 
peaceful. 

It also said a wreath would 
be laid outside the ANC Head- 
quarters in honour of the 
March 28 dead. Eight of the 53 
dead were shot by ANC secur- 
ity guards, who accused In- 
katha supporters of trying to 
storm their headquarters. 

A final announcement on In- 
katha 's plans was expected 
over the weekend. 

The ANC, which is widely 
expected to win the elections 
which will formally end three 
centuries of white supremacy, 


said the proposed Inkatha pro- 
tests threaten “a further out- 
break of violence and blood- 
shed in the centre of Johannes- 
burg.” 

In announcing the marches, 
Inkatha youth brigade leader 
Charles Loliwe accused Presi- 
dent F.W. De Klerk and Mr. 
Mandela of sabotaging an 
attempt this week at foreign 
mediation to bring Mr. 
Buthelezi into the election pro- 


“The failure of mediation 
was the last straw,” Mr. Loliwe 
said. “De Klerk and Mandela 
don’t want us to participate in 
the elections. The elections can 
now never be free and fair.” 

Mr. Buthelezi, who' de- 
mands virtual autonomy for 
the Natal-Kwazulu region 
where he has most support, 
had wanted the elections to be 
postponed to give him time to 
organise. 

Seven frustrated internation- 
al mediators left South Africa 
this week after a dispute 
among South Africa’s main 
political players scuttled agree- 
ment on their terms of refer- 
ence. 

Mr. Buthelezi had wanted 
discussion of a delay in the 
poll, an idea rejected by the 
ANC and the government. 

The government and the 
Transitional Executive Coun- 
cil, which is supervising South 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Near-collision reported over Estonia 

TALLINN, Estonia (AP) — Two Jumbo Jets belonging to Air 
France and Finnair flew “dangerously dose” to each other 
while flying over Estonia, a government offirial told a news 
agency Friday. Viktor Popov, head of air traffic operations for 
the Estonian Aviation Department, was quoted by the Baltic 
News Service as saying the planes were wrongly flying at the 
same altitude, 12,000 metres (39,000 feet). The report did not 
address bow dose the planes came to each other in die 
incident last Sunday. Mati Soimus, director-general of the 
Estonian Aviation Department, said it was not dear whether 
Estonian flight controllers or a plane crew was to blame. The 
Air France Boeing 747 was flying westward while the Finnair 
DC-10 was flying north to Helsinki, Finland, Mr. Popov told 
the news service. Estonian and Finnish investigators were 
looking into the inddent, the report said. Finnair spokesman 
Usko Maatta denied Friday night that there had been a 
near-collision, saying the planes were never doser 3.148 
kilometres (1.95 miles) from each other. He said a “normal 
inddent report” was compiled but that there wasjio special 
investigation. 

Russia to hold talks with Chechnya 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian President Boris Yeltsin has 
ordered consultations on a possible power-sharing deal be- 
tween Moscow and its breakaway province of Chechnya, the 
offidal ITAR-TASS news agency reported Saturday. It 
quoted Mr. Yeltsin's decree as saying that consultations were 
to be held with both authorities and public figures in the 
southern region, which had announced independence from 
Russia in 1991. A similar power-sharing deal, reached 
between Russia and Tartars tan, another independent-minded 
province, earlier this year provided for strong autonomy for 
the oil-rich region both economically and politically. TASS did 
not say when Mr. Yeltsin signed the decree or whether 
Chechen authorities agreed to take part in consultations. 
Chechen leader Dzhokhar Dudayev faces growing opposition 
to his authoritarian rule in the mountainous republic. 

New York police face corruption charges 

NEW YORK (AP) — This time, the bad oops were so bad that 
the police commissioner wants to retire their badge numbers. 
One cop was caught on videotape stuffing money into his 
pants. Two others allegedly split $100,000 (hey found in a bag 
during an apartment search. In all. a dozen officers from the 
30th Precinct in Harlem are accused of federal and state crimes 
in the latest disclosures in the police department corruption 
scandal. The bad apples used their badges “not for protection 
but as weapons,” Commissioner William Bratton said, "to 
punish, to brutalise, to steal, to rob and to cheat.” Nine of the 
officers were arrested during overnight raids. Three others 
already had pleaded guilty, Mr. Bratton said Friday. Police 
also arrested eight civilians who allegedly were involved with 
officers in drug activities. 

Japanese student shot in Denver 

DENVER (R) — A 26-year-old Japanese college student was 
shot and seriously wounded outside his apartment Friday by 
two masked men who then stole his car. police said. In the 
latest in a series of violent attacks against Japanese visitors to 
the United States, Koyichi Takamoto was shot in the chest in 
the parking lot of his apartment complex and was rushed to a 
local hospital to undergo emergency surgery. Mr. Takamoto's 
wound was not life-threatening and he was expected to 
survive, said C.L. Harmer, a spokeswoman for Denver 
General Hospital. The suspects, who abandoned his 1987 
Toyota Supra sports car about 10 miles (16 km) from the 
scene, were being sought. The shooting took place only three 
weeks after two film students from Japan were fatally 
wounded in a similar “carjacking” outside a supermarket in 
the Los Angeles suburb of San Pedro. 

Tornadoes leave 3 dead in U.S. 

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn (R) — Tornadoes ripped through 
four states from Indiana to Tennessee Friday, killing two 
people and injuring several others. A separate storm system 
spawned a Texas tornado that killed a woman and injured 13 
people. A 58-year-old man died and three people including a 
nine-month-old child were hurt by a tornado at midday in a 
rural area near Birchwood, Tennessee, 35 miles (47 km) north 
of Chattanooga. The infant was found face down in a field 
about 200 yards (metres) from the family's shattered home but 
survived with just a broken leg, officials with the Hamilton 
County Emergency Medical Agency in Chattanooga said. A 
woman initially reported dead was later listed in critical 
condition at hospital after being transported by air ambulance 
from the scene, where at least half a dozen mobile homes were 
destroyed and 20 houses damaged. The Tennessee man who 
died was found under debris, but authorities were unable to 
confirm reports that a house collapsed on top of him. In 
Kentucky, a 34-year-old Hardin County woman was killed 
when high winds tumbled her family’s mobile home on top of 
her as she and her brother ran from the structure for safety 
near Elizabethtown. 


Africa’s inarch to democracy, 
clamped a state of emergency 
on Kwazulu-Natal on March 31 
and have sent in 3,000 troops 
to enforce it. Since then, at 
least 218 people have died 
there in political violence. 

Meanwhile, shootings in 
Natal province and a black 
township of Johannesburg kil- 
led three people early Saturday 
in political violence linked to 
South Africa's first all-race 
election. 

An Associated Press photo- 
grapher in a black settlement 
of the Kwazulu homeland in 
Natal early Saturday saw men 
fire shots from a passing car at 
bouses in an ANC area. 

When the car was unable to 
pass a makeshift brick barri- 
cade, the occupants fled. With- 
in minutes, residents from the 
ANC area flipped and burned 
the vehicle, and a shootout 
about 200 metres away left one 
man dead and one injured. 
The identities of the victims 
were not known. 

In the Alexandra township 
in Johannesburg, two men died 
in shooting that appeared to 
come from a workers dormi- 
tory dominated by the Zulu 
nationalist Inkatha Freedom 
Party. One victim, blood 
streaming around him, was 
lying at die township post 
office jost across the fence 
from the hostel. 


Japan 

coalition 

nears 

policy 

accord 

TOKYO (R) — After a week 
of bitter squabbling Japan’s 
rating coalition was reported 
dose to agreement Saturday 
on a policy platform for a new 
government, most likely under 
Foreign Minister Tsutomn 
Hata. 

Coalition officials said repre- 
sentatives from seven parties 
-raffle ^xdTpattydrc^ped but 
- of 

reform and Njgjffi^Kpr ea^ two 
issues that baa t6fema^Tto 
break up the bloc over the past 
few months. 

“We aim to finalise our poli- 
cy agreement in our next meet- 
ing on Monday,” said Wataiu 
Knbo of the Socialists, the 
chairman of the forum. “I 
don’t think there are any huge 
obstacles over policy. 

“After that we would tike to 
call a meeting of all the party 
chiefs,” be told a news confer- 
ence after Saturday’s meeting. 

Mr. Hata looked set to be 
named successor to Prime 
Minister Morflnro Hosokawa 
at that meeting, coalition 
sources said. 

Mr. Hata is now in Morocco 
for a General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade meeting and 
was expected to return Sun- 
day. 

Mr. Hata, 58, is the leading 
contender because of his re- 
cord as farm, finance and fore? 
ign ministers and extensive ex- 
perience in dealing with 
Washington's trade grievances. 

After Mr. Hosokawa’s sod- 
den resignation on April 8 over 
a loans scandal, the coalition 
spent a futile week discussing 
bow to choose his successor. 

The dispute brought into the 
open a power straggle between 
Ozawa, the coalition's top 
strategist, and Mr. Ozawa’s 
arch-enemy Masayoshi Take- 
mitr a. 


SARAJEVO (AP) — Bosnian 
Serin were poised to overran 
the Muslim enclave of Gorazde 
Saturday, and U.N. officials 
indicated they might consider 
air strikes to raotect the U.N.- 
declared “safe area.” 

U.N. officials also said they 
hoped to negotiate a nriKtaiy 
exclusion zone around the 
embattled town, 55 kilometres 
(35 miles) southeast of 
Sarajevo. 

The Serbs seized key posi- 
tions around Gorazde in a day- 
long attack Friday. 

Bosnian radio said Serbs 
continued to shell die town and 
were “on the very doorsteps of 
the city from the south.” But 
U.N. reports suggested the 
Serbs were not moving in. 

“It seems that the Sobs are 
consolidating on the high 
ground around the city, not 
showing intention to go into 
the city itself,” said a U.N. 
spokesman, Maj. Dacre Hollo- 
way. 

Another spokesman, Maj. 
Rob Annin Ir, said die Serbs 
are “on high ground and con- 
trol tile whole town from posi- 
tions they hold now.” 

The Bosnian army promised 
to guarantee the “safety and 
protection" of Gorazde 
cit izens who took refuge be- 
hind Serb tines, inducting gov- 
ernment fighters who gave up 
their weapons, the Yugoslav 
News Agency, Tanjug, re- 
ported from Belgrade. 

The U.N. civilian chief in 
former Yugoslavia, Yasnshi 
Akashi, said Friday that new 
NATO air strikes were 
deemed unnecessary because a 
local truce had been arranged 
to allow two wounded British 
Gabon officers to be evacu- 
ated. 

UN. officials in New York 
and tiie U.N. com man der in 
Bosnia, Ll Gen. Sir Michael 
Rose, had requested NATO, 
air support. His request was 
rejected, but Mr. Akashi 
threatened the Serbs with 
strikes unless they agreed to 
the ceasefire. 

Reading from what he said 
were notes from a Saturday 
morning U.N. military brief- 
ing, Maj. A mimic quoted Mr. 
Akashi as saying that any 
“solution to tins fight by means 
of air strike” bad to be addres- 
sed by NATO and the United 
Nations in New York. "The 
outcome can change our task 
dramatically.” 

Mr: Akashi was' to meet 
wgaiir -Saturday* witif Bosnian 
Serb leader Radovan Karadzic 
In Pale, the Serb headquarters 
just east of Sarajevo, to discuss 
a possible military exclusion 
zone in a 20-kilometre (12.4- 
mSe) radius around Gorazde. 
There were no details. 

Russian envoy Vitaly Chur- 
kin, who also is involved in the 



A picture frfam on the Ctemen c e a n aircraft- carrier of the 
tafl of the French Snper-Etndard fighter-bomber hit Friday 
afternoon du r i ng a nwwwMhMwre Wight over the Gorazde 
enclave of eastern Bosnia (AFP photo) 


talks, said the situation “isn't 
going very well,” but that he 
was encouraged by an appa- 
rent ceasefire at Gorazde. 

“Now the main urgent effort 
b to firm it up, to stabilise the 
situation farther in Gorazde,” 
he said. 

A plane carrying the U.N. 
co mma nder for former Yugos- 
lavia, Gen. Bertrand De Lap- 
resle, took several hits as it was 
arriving at Sarajevo Airport 
Saturday morning, Maj. Hollo- 
way said. 

There were no details, but 
Maj. Holloway said the airport 
was closed to all fligh ts. Relief 
flights already had been sus- 
pended because of tensions af- 
ter limi ted NATO air strikes 
against Serb forces near 
Gorazde last Sunday and Mon- 
day. 

Sarajevo has been mostly 
quiet since Feb. 10, when a 


the town. The officer later died 
in Sarajevo. 

The other officer was treated 
in Gorazde and chose to stay, 
Maj. Holloway said. 

Maj. Annmk said the British 
officer who died was hit by 
small' -arms fire. The other 
officer was slightly injured by 
shrapnel. They apparently 
were caught up m an attack as 
Serbs took a hill overlooking 
Gorazde. 

A Bosnian Serb spokesman, 
Jovan Zemetica, told the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting COrp. that the 
two men “had no business 
right on the front line" where 
tiie attack occurred. 

In another incident, anti- 
aircraft fire strode the tail of a 
French reconnaissance plane 
flying over Gorazde Friday 
afternoon, but the plane re- 
turned safely to the carrier 
Gemencean in the Adriatic 


truce between besieging Serbs Sea, NATO. .said. 

and the Mnsliin-led ' govern- 1 .The' Bosnian " jSefbl News 
• ment^fo6k ; cffetc -But Mastic : Agency (SRNA) denied that 
Serb fitting has- continue^ , Serb troop® ted shot at the 
elsewhere. plane 'and* accused ’’Mnsfim 

Despite Mr. Akashfs state- forces of firing at it to provoke 
meat that a local truce had a NATO attack, 
been arranged late Friday to U.N. spokesman Joe Sills in 
evacuate the wounded Britons New York said the United 
from Gorazde, a U.N. heticop- Nations decided not to with- 
ter carrying one of the injured draw its 17 personnel from 
officers was fired on as it left Gorazde. 


Agency (SRNA) denied that 
Serb ttp^ had shot at tins 
plane 'and* accused 'Muslim 
forces of firing at it to provoke. 
a NATO attack. 

U.N. spokesman Joe Sills in 
New York said the United 
Nations decided not to with- 
draw its 17 personnel from 
Gorazde. 


Top U.S. aid in Seoul for nuclear move 


SEOUL (R) — A senior U.S. 
official arrived in South Korea 
Saturday to try to end the 
impasse over North Korea’s 
suspected nuclear weapons 
programme. Foreign Minis- 
try officials said. 

They said Assistant Secret- 
ary of State Robert Gatiacd 
would bold talks with Foreign 
Minister Han Sung-Joo, De- 
fence Minister Rhee Byoung- 
Tae and other top officials 
about coordinating policy to- 
wards the Stalinist North. 

In what was seen as a major 
concession, Seoul Friday drop- 
ped its insistence that North 
and South Korea exchange 
special envoys to prepare for 
inspection of each other's nuc- 
lear sites. 

Both Washington and Seoul 
had previously made this a 
precondition for any more 
high-level talks between the 
United States and North 
Korea, which wants U.S. di- 


plomatic recognition and eco- 
nomic aid. 

The other condition — that 
North Korea allow unimpeded 
international inspection of its 
nuclear sites — remains un- 
changed. But working-level 
officials from the United States 
and North Korea could begin 
contacts soon, according to 
Seoul officials. 

“We will be flexible and 
forward-looking to deal with 
the nuclear issue but we cannot 
compromise on achieving nuc- 
lear transparency,'' a senior 
government official said. 

“Details of how to resume 
nuclear dialogue with the 
North will be the main topic of 
talks with Mr. Gallucd,” he 
added. 

After the North barred In- 
ternational Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) inspectors 
from making full inspections, 
the U.N. Security Council 
issued a statement on March 31 
urging Pyongyang to allow in- 


spections by the U.N. agency. 

China has been blocking any 
harder line towards its ally. 

North Korean President 
Kim D-Sung, in a television 
interview broadcast Saturday, 
insisted his country had no 
nuclear weapons, no intention 
of building any, and no desire 
to destroy South Korea. 

But he refused to clarify why 
it refused to allow foil interna-’ 
tional inspections. ^ 

“I promise you we don’t 
have nuclear weapons," Mr. 
Kim told Cable News Network 
in an interview marking his 
82nd birthday Friday. “We 
don’t have delivery systems. 
We don't have the technology 
to build them.” 

In a separate development 
South Korea Saturday sacked 
six generals during a major 
reshuffle of top officials de- 
signed to end the influence of 
the military in politics, military 
sources said. 


Mexican murder probe moves away from conspiracy 


MEXICO CITY (R) — A 
source dose to the inquiry into 
the murder of tiie Mexican 
ruling party’s presidential 
candidate says a conspiracy 
had not been ruled out even 
though conspiracy charges 
were dropped against the five 
men arretted. 

“The investigation is still 
going on and no possibility is 
being excluded,” the source 


appeared to show accomplices 
dealing the way for Mr. Abur- 
to and distracting the candi- 
date as the gunman 


But opposition and media 
critics said a recent turn in the 
investigation suggested the 
government might be paving 
the way for a cover-up. 

Mexican authorities original- 
ly said a lone gunman, Mario 
Abnrto, gunned down Institu- 
tional Revolutionary Party 
(PRI) candidate Luis Donaldo 
Colosio as he campaigned in 
the northern city of Tijuana in 
Baja California on March 23. 

A few days later, chief inves- 
tigator Miguel Montes 
announced that at least seven 
people were involved in Mr. 
Colorio’s killing, most of them 
with dose ties to either state 
police or tiie PRI. 

A videotape of the shooting 


The investigation subse- 
quently appeared to stall, as 
authorities released no ex- 
planation or motive for the 
murder although they had five 
people, including Mr. Aburto, 
in custody. 

Last Sunday tiie case for a 
conspiracy began to unravel 
when a judge released a former 
policeman who organised a 
local security detail for Mr. 
Colosio’s visit to Tijuana. 
Rodolfo Rivapalado had been 
accused of hiring at least three 
of the six other men detained 
or sought in connection with 
the minder. 

The judge also dropped the 
conspiracy charges agamst the 
other four men arrested in 
connection with the crime, in- 
cluding the gunman, but stif- 
fened the charges against his 
alleged accomplices to “parti- 
cipating in a murder”. 

Mr. Rivapalado’s release 
heightened suspicions among 
Mexicans that the instigators of 


the kflting will never be re- 
vealed, and, even though Mr. 
Montes appealed the judge's 
ruling, opposition politicians 
Masted the government inves- 
tigation. 

"This investigation has 
shown itself up to now to be 
very weak. It’s raised more 
questions and doubts than it 
has answered,” said Alejandro 
Enemas, a deputy with the 
Democratic Revolutionary 
Party (PRD) and a member of 
the congressional commission 
looking into the murder. 

The source dose to the in- 
vestigation said tiie judge had 
dropped the conspiracy charge 
because Mexican law defines 
conspiracy as plotting to com- 
mit several crimes, not just 
one. 

“It doesn’t mean Rivapala- 
do can't be charged if addi- 
tional evidence can be pre- 
sented,” the source said. 

Meanwhile, a band of gun- 
men assaulted a military 
roadblock near the Chiapas 
state capita] of Tuxtla Gutier- 
rez Friday and one soldier died 
in the hour-long shootout. 


Mexico’s Defence Ministry 

said. 

It was not known if the 
attackers, who fled into the 
surrounding hills, suffered any 
casualties, the ministry said in 
a statement. 

A government offidal who 
asked not to be identified de- 
scribed the incident as “very 
minor and isolated” and said 
there was no indication that 
the Zapatista National Libera- 
tion Army was involved. 

The Zapatistas launched a 
Not Year’s Day uprising for 
indigenous rights in Chiapas, 
but have observed a ceasefire 
smee Jan. 17. 

LastSunday, Zapatista lead- 
ers told Reuters they did not 
mtend to violate the ceasefire 
which was initiated by Presil 
dent Carlos Safinas De Gor- 
tan, unless provoked by the 
army. 7 

J 1 ** place several 

mfies wwt of To^ Gutierrez, 
ot aboa 90 miles (150fan) 

JSto? Dcaiest 

Ar . m y. troops increased 


Cobain widow 
denies heroin 
overdose reports 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Court- 
ney Love, the widow of rock 
star Kurt Cobain, denied m an 
interview she had overdosed 
on heroin in a Beverly Hills 
hotel last week. “It’s not true. 

•I wish I could go into it, but 
I’ve been advised not to say 
anything." Love told the Los 
Angeles Times in a brief inter- 
view from her Seattle home 
where Cobain shot himself to 
death on April 5. Love was 
arrested on April 7 at the 
Peninsula Hotel and booked 
on suspicion of possessing he- 
roin, drug paraphernalia and 
stolen property. Her lawyer, 
Barry Tarlow, denied to Reu- 
ters that Love overdosed on 
heroin or had any in her pos- 
session. Mr. Tarlow said the 
drug possession charge arose 
from the discovery of a Buddh- 
ist good lock charm consisting 
of wrapped -up ashes. He de- 
nied reports that Love was 
under the influence of heroin 
or any other drug at that time, f; 
“She called 911 herself... as 
best I can piece it together 
now, because of an allergic 
reaction (to a prescription 
drug),” Mr. Tarlow said. Mr. 
Tarlow said the stolen property 
was a prescription pad left be- 
hind by a psychiatrist who was 
treating Love for depression. 

Pregnant teacher 
fails to win 
job back 

LONDON (R) — A British 
sex education teacher socked 
after she became pregnant by 
one of her 16-year-old students 
failed Friday to win her job 
back. An education spokes- 
man for the London Borough 
where Tracey Kearns’s school 
was located said the ex- 
teacher, aged 29, had not 
shown up at a hearing before 
the school's board of governors 
and her dismissal was therefore 
confirmed. “She failed to 
attend, therefore her dismissal 
for gross misconduct stands,” 
the spokesman for the newham 
Local Education Authority in 
East London said. It was not 
immediately known why she 
failed to appear. Ms. Kearns /, 
made headlines in British V 
newspapers last month when 
rite was dismissed from her job 
as a sex education teacher at 
Woodside Community School 
-after givingjdetails of her affair 
j.iijgtb ro-yeajrrpld student Tony 
: Burelli to tbe media. 

Nursing mother 
escorted out o? 
Rubens exhibition 

TOLEDO. Ohio (AP) — A 
woman was asked to leave a 
Toledo museum of art exhibit 
containing Rubens nudes while 
she breast-fed her three- 
month-old son. The museum 
later apologised and said nurs- 
ing is now allowed in exhibit 
rooms if done discreetly. Jane 
Noffke of Ann Arbor, Mich..* 
complained that she was nurs- 
ing in the corner of an exhibi- 
tion room on Feb. 26 while 
draped with a shawl when 
guards told her breast-feeding 
was “not acceptable” and 
escorted her to a private room. 
“This type of unfriendly and 
aggressive behaviour to a 
mother and nursing baby is rf, 
absolutely uncalled for,” she 
said in a letter to the museum. 
“We posed no threat to the 
paintings nor other viewers. In 
fact, many of the paintings had 
nude women in them, not that 
my breasts were exposed.” 

The exhibit was devoted to the 
works of the 17th century 
Flemish artist Peter Paul 
Rubens, known for his large 
and fleshy nude figures. 

Teacher worms 
her way into 
students’ hearts 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
School principal Shirley Dira- 
do literally wormed her way 
into her students' hearts Friday 
— she ate two earthworms, 
washing them down with 
orange juice, to honour z 
promise she made to them. 

Ms Dirado, principal of the 
Co!te Etementary School in 
North Hollywood, pledged to 
rat a worm if each student at 
the school read at least two 
books during a “reading is * 
fundamental” project. Ms 
Dirado did more than honour 
her promise, she ate two 
worms, one for each book, “it 
wasn’t something I liked doing 
certainly not my favourite 
food, but it was a promise I 
made and I wanted to show the 
children that promises arc 
made to be kept,” said a gri- 
macing Du^ after the assem^ . 

bly of several hundred pupih 4 
aged six to 11 screamed in 1 
delight at the yucky worms 
went down her throat. “It « 
groat, really neat, my stomach 
was turning over,” said oSe 
exated nine-year-old. “Read! 
mg k fundamental” (rifi i« a 
nahonal programme that ec- 

£» y0Un « ^iWren to 
read books on a regular basis 
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Sports 

Hawks tie Knicks for 
best conference record 


MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin 
v*v — Kevin Willis had 24 
points and 18 rebounds and 
Mookie Blaylock scored all 16 
of his points in the second half, 
mduding 11 in the third quar- 
ter* as the Atlanta Hawks defe- 
ated the Milwaukee Bocks 1 OS- 
96 Friday. 

The win allowed Atlanta to 
remain in a tie with New York 
for the best record in the East- 
ern Conference at 54-23. 

In Cleveland, Tyrone Hill 
scored six of his 12 points in a 
late-fourth-quarter ran to lift 
the Cleveland Cavaliere to a 
109- 100 victory over the 
stumbling Miami Heat. 

The Heat have lost four in a 
row and 11 of their last 14 
games. Then- lead over Char- 
lotte for the final playoff spot 
in the Eastern Conference has 
dwindled to two games. 

Mark Price scored 26 points 
and Gerald Wilkins added 22 
for Cleveland. 

In Boston, Dee Brown 
scored seven of his 25 points in 
the second overtime to lift the 
Boston Celtics to a 113-110 
victory over the Orlando 
Magic despite 42 points by 
ShaqoiJle O’Neal. 

Dmo Radja scored 29 points 
for Boston, which has won four 


of its last five games. 

In Charlotte. BJ. Arm- 
strong bit a three-pointer with 
4.5 seconds remaining to lift 
the Chicago Bulls to their 10th 
straight victory, 88-85, over the 
Charlotte Hornets. 

In New York. Patrick Ewing 
scored 16 of ins 24 points in the 
second half and Anthony 
Mason bad six points during a 
14-4 fourth-quarter ran that 
propelled the New York 
Knicks to a 103-90 victory over 
the Washington Bullets. 

In Los Angeles, Rod Strick- 
land's free throw with 1:48 left 
in the game gave Portland the 
lead for good and the Trail 
Blazers held off the Los 
Angeles Lakers, 105-100. 

In Dallas, Jim Jackson hit a 
short jumper with 3.4 seconds 
remaining to lift the Dallas 
Mavericks to a 99-97 victory 
over the Denver Nuggets. 

At New Jersey, Kenny 
Anderson scored 12 of his 
career-high 45 points m over- 
time to lift the New Jersey Nets 
to a 119-114 victory over the 
Detroit Pistons. 

At Minnesota, Rik Smits 
had 13 of his 30 points in the 
first quarter as the Indiana 
Pacers defeated the Minnesota 
Timberwolves, 130-112. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Torino cleared of offering prostitutes 

ZURICH, Switzerland (R) — Ital y's T orino were cleared by 
the European Football Union (UEFA) Friday of offering 
prostitutes to referees at European dub matches two seasons 
ago. A UEFA disSplinary committee, which opened a hearing 
into the affair last month, found there was no evidence of 
wrong-doing after listening to dub and match officials. “The 
committee has no proof that Torino tried to influence the 
referees in the two matches concerned," UEFA spokesman 
Slavatore Cuccu told reporters after the hearing. UEFA 
opened an investigation after an Italian fraud squad raid on 
Torino's headquarters threw up suggestions that prostitutes 
had been offered to match officials at UEFA Cup home games 
with Boa vista of Portugal and Aek Athens of Greece in the 
1991-92 season. Torino won the matches 2-0 and 1-0 respec- 
tively and went on to reach the final of the competition before 
losing to Ajax Amsterdam. 

FIFA reaffirms World Cup TV replays 

ZURICH, Switzerland (AP) — Television replays will be used 
to review fouls and disciplinary actions at .die World Cop. this 
summer for the first time in the tournament’s history. Replays 
wiU be studied by a special disciplinary committee after a game 
has ended to determine whether to impose, revoke or let stand 
a player’s suspension for a foul committed during the match. 
FIFA’s disciplinary committee Thur sday night reaffirmed it 
plans to introduce evidence. FIFA spokesman Andreas 
Herren said Friday any decisions taken will concern only 
players eligibility for the rest of the tournament and cannot 
alter the outcomes of games already played. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HKSCH. 

Cl 993 Trtbuna MM ■*- 


A MATTER OP TECHNIQUE 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH—- 

* A K J 

7 A 10 9 6 5 3 
0 K 10 9 

♦ 7 

WEST EAST 

• 74 * 10 5 3 2 

972 ? K Q 8 4 

C> J 8 6 4 2 073 

* Q 8 5 3 4-10 6 2 

SOUTH 

• Q9 8 8 
■7 J 

0 A Q 5 

• A E J 9 4 


The bidding: 
South West 

North 

East 

1 * 

Pass 

1 <T 

Pass 

1 * 

Pass 

3 ? 

Pass 

3 NT 

Pass 

5 * 

Pass 

G * 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Four of 0 
Rarfi year London's Portland 
Club, a bastion of conservatism, 
HnlHn an i n vit a tional tournament 
where experts are invited to play 
with club members. No conventions 
at all are allowed, not even Black- 
wood or Stayman! However, com- 
mon sense bidding sometimes has a 
lot going for it, as this hand from the 
event demonstrates. 

Sitting South was global bridge 


gypsy Martin Hoffman. He and his 
partner reached six spades on a 
Mpyrian fit (4-3 in a major suit), a 
contract slightly superior to six no 

A spade lead would have present- 
ed Smith with a difficult problem, 
although declarer can always get, 
home by guessing how to play the 
chibs for four tricks. After any other 
lead, however, 12 tricks are there on 
a crossniff— if you an careful! 

Whan amhaririwg on a emssraff 
you must take care to cash your aide 
winners before embarking on y ocr 
main Knp, lest the defenders get the 
chance to shorten th e m sel ves m key 
suits. However, you must be sure 
not to «*»*h more tricks in side 
suite than you need 

Declarer won the opening dia- 
mond lead in hand and, since seven 
tricks could be scored in trumps 
with the help of a crosazuffi needed 
only four more aide-suit winners. 
After cashing two dubs, one heart 
and only one more diamond, declar- 
er ruffed three hearts in hand and 
three chibs in dummy to — 12 
tricks, thank* to a fortunate lie of 
the ten of trumps. Note that, had 
declarer tried to cash a third dia- 
mond. East could have ruffed and 

r a m rm >d A t mmp to amk alam. 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT IN WESTERN SHMEISANI 

The first is a second floor with an area of 200 square metres. 
It consists of three bedrooms, salon, living, dining rooms, 
large kitchen, and three bathrooms. 

The second is a ground floor consisting of two bedrooms, 
sitting and dining rooms, spacious kitchen, glassed-in 
• veranda, separate entrance with small garden and garage. 
Each apartment has an independent central heating and 
telephone. Location: Western Shmeisani, Abdul Halim A1 
Nimr St., near Bilal Mosque. Building No. 24. 

Pis. call 685593 or 664256 


Abbasi advance to second round 
of U-22 basketball championship 


By Afeen Raxmay&n 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — lust as predicted, 
A1 Abbasi proved tbax Ebeir 
tmder -22 team means business 
when they became the first 
team to qualify for the second 
round of the tournament — the 
first of the season's 12 competi- 
tions organised by the Jordan 
Basketball Federation (JBF). 

AI Abbasi Friday beat AI 
Yannook 77-47 (46-26) to lead 
group 1 standings with 6 points 
and will next face Al Ahli. 
Meanwhile, Homenoneu defe- 
ated Abu Nusair 56-44 (31-21) 
and Al Jazfreb beat Al Watani 
91-62. The Jalil-Gazzet 
Hashem match did not take 
place due to a misunderstand- 
ing with the Yannouk Uni- 
versity court officials. 

The nine competing teams 
have been divided into two 
groups: Group 1 includes Al 
Ahli, Al Abbasi, Homemmen, 
Yannouk and Abu Nusair, 
while the second group in- 
cludes Al Jazireh, A] Jalil, Al 
Watani, and Gazzet Hashem. 

After the preliminary round 
which ends April 29, only the 
top two teams of each group 
mil qualify for the second 
round in which they will com- 
pete for the first of the season's 
titles. 

Al Abbasi’s young team has 
been playing with greater con- 
fidence since they beat Al 
Orthodoxi to clinch third place 
in the U-19 competition back 
in January. Al Abbasi mainly 
relied on Iyad Zalatimo, 
Ashraf Samara and Tareq Naj- 
jar to secure their third win. In 
earlier matches, they beat all- 
tune rivals Homentmen 71-43 
and Abu Nusair 98-24. 

In another match, Homent- 
men overcame Abu Nusair to 
take third place for now with 
two matches against Al Ahli 
and Al Yannouk remaining. 

Homentmen led 94) in the 
4th minute before Abu Nusair 
netted in a three pointer to 
open scoring. However, Ho- 
mentmen widened their lead to 
16-7 after six consecutive 
points by star Ala’ Abu 
Rahmeh who scored a total of 
22 points in the match. 

. .. A&- re- 

bounding by Abu Rahmeh and 


Mohammad Garda n, Raffi 
Hayrabedian and Nader Raba- 
di scored to take their team's 
lead to 29-17 with less than 
four minutes remaining. 

Abu Nusair lacked effective 

rebounding and mainly de- 
pended on scoring from out- 
side the zone as the first half 
ended 31-21. 

Homentmen’s coach gave all 
bench players the chance to 
test their skills, as Abu Nusair 
picked up and played with 
greater ease. However, Ho- 
mentmen kept a good lead 
after a three-pointer by Vas- 
fcen Meneshian in the 8 th mi- 
nute. 

Abu Rahmeh dazzled fans 
and opponents as he scored 
again to widen his team’s lead 
to 54-36 before two three- 
pointers by Abu Nusair ending 
the match 56-44. 

In the third match of the 
day, Al Jazireh scored a 91-62 
win over Al Watani who de- 
spite defeat tried to give it their 
best. 

Al Watani maintained a 13-7 
lead early in the match. 
However, Al Jazireh soon 
caught up and tied at 16-16 
after relying on a fast attacking 
game. 

They took the lead in the 8 th 
minute after new reenrit Nas- 
ser Alawneh joined teammates 
Gbaith Ennabi and Anwar 
Haddad. Alawneh was Al Hus- 
sein's star before moving to Al 
Jazireh for a reported sum of 
JD 5,000. 

Ennabi scored 10 consecu- 
tive points while Alawneh 
added another to take the lead 
32-16. Alawneh then rebound- 
ed and assisted his new team- 
mates before scoring 7 con- 
secutive points, inducting a 
slam dunk, as Al Jazireh took 
total control of the match leav- 
ing no room for doubt that 
they were determined to qual- 
ify for the second round and 
fight for the tide. 

Al Ahli did not play Friday. 
They are now in second place 
after scoring two impressive 
wins 125-71 (71-34) over Al 
Yannouk, and 160-43 (73-19) 
over Abu Nusair. 

Like Al Ahli, Al Jazireh are 
.expected. ;a have., an .easy .way 
to the second round, and have 


Chang beats Gilbert 


HONG KONG (R) — Top 
seed Michael Chang reached 
his second final in seven days 
with a stuttering 6-2, 7-5 victory 
over American compatriot 
Brad Gilbert in the Hong Kong 
Open seminfinals Saturday. 

Chang, beaten by Pete Sam- 
pras in the Japan Open final 
last weekend, faces promising 
Australian Patrick Rafter, a 
6-3, 6-4 winner against second 
seeded Ivan Lendl, Sunday. 

World number seven Chang 
was in convincing form in the 
opening set but he floundered 
at stages in the second when 
the third seeded Gilbert 
started to put pressure on his 
serve. 

“His (Gilbert's) double 


faults started to become conta- 
gious,” sad Chang, aiming for 
his third title of the year after 
wins in the U.S. indoor and 
Indonesian opens. 

Rafter, the fourth seed, 
reached his first career final 
with a crisp serve and volley 
display against a visibly tired 
Lendl who played two three- 
set singles matches and a dou- 
bles Friday. 

“I have been in three semis 
this year so it’s good to make a 
final. Now I have to finish it 
off,” said Rafter, world ranked 
26th. 

"I beat Chang in three sets at 
the Lipton Championships last 
month and if I play well I am 
sure I can score another win.” 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


The Kangaroo Nursery, Um Uthaina is looking for a 
young female to teach English for children 2-4 years 
old. 

Interview will be carried out at the nursery on Monday 
and Tuesday. 

For more details please call 824053 
between 3-6 p.m. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


A leading Jordanian Industrial company 
is seeking to employ an ambitious, self- 
motivated 

GENERAL MANAGER 

with the following qualifications 
*MBA with Bachelor Degree in Engineering 
* 10 years experience in a leading position 
"Fluency in Arabic & English is a must 
"Computer skills are a plus 
Please send your C.V. with a recent photo 
to the following address: a 

PERSONNEL MANAGER J 

P.O.Box 960347 J] 

Amman 11196 Jordan ®jj 

(Ail applications will be treated confidentialy) j 


a good shot at the title as most 
of their players are well experi- 
enced after playing alongside 
their senior teams in the first 
division. 

Al Ahli and Al Jazireh ’s 
players have also represented 
the Kingdom in the youth 
national team. Players include 
Mohammad Al Shamali, 
Ramez Hammoudeh, Ennabi 
and Alawneh. Others include 
Taimour Al Shamali, Faisal 
Nsour, Yousef Abu Bakr, 
Anwar Haddad and many 
others. 

Since the U-22 cham- 
pionship was cancelled in 1993. 
many promising players have 
this year also missed the com- 
petition, as players who were 
registered as just under -22 in 
1993 could not join their teams 
in 1994. JBF rales this year 
stipulate that only those bom 
after 1973 can compete in this 
age group. Hence, a large 
number of players who had 
prepared to compete last year 
have again missed the competi- 
tion. Those include Al Ortho- 
dox! ’s Ziyad Nabulsi and many 
others in Homentmen's, Wata- 
ni’s, Jafil’s and Abu Nusair's 
teams. 

• Most teams were un- 
doubtedly affected by this 
technically. Hence, titlehol- 
ders Al Orthodoxi, who won 
the last U-22 championship in 
1992 have opted not to com- 
pete this year. Similarly Al 
Ashrafieh, Al Hussein, Al 
Karak, Al Wifaq, Anjarah, Al 
Mafraq and Al Husun dubs 
are not competing this season. 

According to the JBFs 1994 
regulations, first division teams 
are required to compete in at 
least two age groups, while 
second division teams in only 
one age group. 

This year, the first division 
indudes only seven teams: Al 
Ahli, Al Orthodoxi, Jazireh. 
Jalil, Watani, Husseini. and 
Homentmen. Two teams will 
be relegated in 1994 and only 
one team will be promoted 
from the first division making 
the total number of competing 
teams only six in 1995 com- 
pared to eight until 1993. 
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Faisali extend their lead : 
with win over lowly Sahab 


By Aieen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN Although 
thousands of fans are anxiously 
awaiting the official crowning 
of AI Faisali as the Kingdom's 
soccer champions, the real 
spotlight is now on at least five 
teams whose fate will be soon 
decided when the final week of 
the first division soccer cham- 
pionship begins April 20. 

The 2151 week of action 
brought many surprises, espe- 
cially by teams who were ex- 
pected to have settled for re- 
legation. 

Al Baqaa crushed Al Qadis- 
sieh 5-1; Al Fubeis upset Al 
Yannouk 1-0; Al Arabi sur- 
prised Al Ahli 1-0; while Al 
Jazireh secured their place 
with a 2-0 win over the first 
team to be relegated — Al 
Yannouk. 

While Al Wihdat and Al 
Hussein drew 2-2, Al Faisali 
scored another impressive win, 
when they defeated Sahab 4-0 
to lead the 12 -team standings 
with 54 points. 

The week’s most stunning 
result was undoubtedly Al Ba- 
qaa 's 5-1 win over Al Qactis- 
sieh who had maintained an 
unbeaten record during the 
second leg of the competition 
before losing to AI Jazireh 3-2. 

The match at Al Mafraq 
Stadium, was not completed as 
Al Qadissieh's players could 
not comprehend losing by such 
a score to a lowly team. While 
Al Baqaa led 5-1, Al Qadis- 
sieh's players lost their temper 
and tried to assault the referee 
when he issued a red card 
booking to one of their team- 
mates. The incident was con- 
tained when the police and Al 
Qadissieh's officials inter- 
vened, and the dub’s chairman 
opted to suspend the match. 

With the win. At Baqaa re- 
mained in 9th place for now, 
but have 30 points into their 
last match against Ai Yannouk 
Wednesday. Al Qadissieh 
dropped to 6 th place. 

Ai Baqaa's important win 
came after an alt out attack 
from the outset of die match. 
Riyadh Diqs opened scoring in 


the 20 th minute, followed a 
minute later by the second goal 
from Khaled Faleh. 

Ismail Jaramneh stunned Al 
Qadissieh when he netted the 
third goal in the 37th minute. 
From then on, Al Qadissieh. 
who were eyeing the runner-up 
spot, became increasingly agi- 
tated and disapproved of the 
referee’s rulings while strikers 
Mustafa Adam and Ismail 
Awadat lost two scoring 
chances. 

Al Baqaa's Faleh scored his 
team's fourth goal in the 60th 
minute, while Al Qadissieh's 
only goal was scored by striker 
Ra'ad Al Momani. 

Adel Abdul Nabi sealed Al 
Baqaa's win when he scored 
the fifth goal in the 65th mi- 
nute. 

The race for runner-up spot 
is still up, and will have to 
await Al Wihdai's and Al Hus- 
sein's results in the final week 
after their draw kept both with 
a chance to clinch the standing. 

Although Al Hussein had 
the chance to score early in the 
match, Al Wihdat took the 
lead after a 10 th minute goal 
by Hisham Abdul Mun'em. 

Al Hussein equalised by a 
Mohammad Sh writer's stun- 
ning goal from a distance of 25 
metres in the 33rd minute. 

Kama! Al Kharoufs header 
gave Al Hussein a 2-1 lead in 
the 69th minute, but Marwan 
AI Shamali saved Al Wihdat 
from defeat when he equalised 
in the 88 th minute. 

In another match, Al Arabi 
stunned Al Ahli when Moham- 
mad Al Alawneh netted in the 
match's sole goal in the 9th 
minute. 

The win moved Al Arabi 
from 8 th to 7th place, while Al 
Ahli remained fourth. 

Meanwhile Al Jazireh, only 
a few weeks ago threatened by 
relegation, scored a 2-0 win 
over Al Yannouk to move up 
to 5th place and secure their 
place among the Kingdom's 
top teams. 

Veteran Tawfiq Al Saheb 
scored for Al Jazireh from a 
penalty kick in the 31st minute. 

Although Al Yarmouk's 
goalkeeper put up a big effort. 


both teams seemed to 
accurate finishes, before 
Murad Hussan sealed a) 
Jazireh'* win with a second 
goal m the 72nd minute. 

Tiilcholders Al Fjiaali 
!v ended Sohab's presence if) 
the first division after a 4 ^ 
win. 

Sinker Jiryes Tadros scored 
the first two goals in the 25lh 
and 35lh minutes. Another 
header hit the post before 
teammate Mousu A wad added 
the third goal in the 76th 
nute. 

Sahab seemed helpless and 
striker Mohammad Al Ashfisb 
was closely guar Jed Tadro# 
scored his third goal in thtf 
match and 17th ot the season 
to seal A I Faisali'* w in 4-0. 

Meanwhile, Al Fuheis 
moved to I Oth place after de- 
feating Al Ramthu 1-0. ai 
R anitha thus fei: to 5th place 
after a string ot disappointing 
results. * 

Al Fuhcis. still clinging to u 
slim chance of avoiding relegg. 
tion. attacked from the earlv 
minutes of the first half, but 
strikers Wa'cJ Suwcis and 
Khuder Mubai.ik were unsuc- 
cessful. 

Although Al R amt ha had 
the advantage tn the first half, 
Fuheis stunned their oppo- 
nents when striker Mubarak 
scored their w inning goal in The 
4oth minute. 

The final week will deter- 
mine the four teams that will 
be relegated to (he second divi- 
sion. Therefore, all results in 
the 22 nd week will be of 
utmost importance as Al 
Rami ha clash with Al Ahli, 
Sahab take on Ai Jazireh. ‘a\ 
Baqaa face A I Yarmouk, Al 
Qadissieh clash withiAl 
Fuheis, Al Hussein play • Al 
Arabi and Al Wihdat meet Al 
Faisali. ; 

During the past week the 
JSF impeded a JD 1 .000 fine on 
Al Faisali for the unsportsman- 
like conduct of their fans.-Al 
Wihdat were also fined JD 
2,000 because of their fans’ 
verbal abuse during matches 
against At Ahli and Al 
Ramtha. 
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BEDROOM FURNITURE FOR SALE 


- — __ 


Two-year-old furniture - excellent condition. Colour 
White with grey knobs. 7-door wall to wall closet, 
double bed + mattress, dresser, 2 side tables, large 
mirror. 

Cost — 35% less original price or JD 1 ,500. 

Serious inquiries only, day or night call 685474 


FOR RENT 

Semi- furnished apartment, contains 3 bedrooms, including super 
master bedroom, kitchen, dining, reception, fined carpets, style 
curtains, telephone, central heating. Easily accessible from Mecca 
Street or Madina Street, good neighbourhood, doctors, engineers 
and lawyers housing, 2 nd floor with lift and porter for the building at 
JD 5,40CVyear. 

Pleas* contact 623496 until 6 pjo, 

603832 after 8 pan. Mr. Nabfl 


HEAD GARDENER 
REQUIRED 

Exclusive property seeks capable head 
gardener with landscaping experience, to 
supervise staff on the proper growth and 
development of large garden area. 
Candidate must have reasonable know- 
ledge of English and must be directly 
involved in all daily works. 

Applications with resume, references and 
recent photo should be submitted to: 
Personnel Manager 
P.O.Box 3312 
Amman, Jordan 


zlfie Totrcnage of ?J. £K.. 


GD - Glfi 

inneess (Jut 


r 


eAf-aKussein 


President ©f ^Ballet Vro itpe 

V The R.CC Presents 

SWAN LAKE , ROMEO & JULIET 
AND BOLERO 



20th -25th April 1994 
at the R. G C. ’s Main Theatre 8:00 p.m 
Except Friday 22/4! 1994 at 4:00p.m. 

For more information please contact 
theR.CC. at 661026 /7 


A 

Y 


A 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Marlon Brando 
in 

The Freshman 

Shows: 1230. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30. 1 030 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 




Cinema Tel,; 677420 

CONCORD 


Robby Benson & Jennifer O'Neil 
in 

INVASION OP PRIVACY 

Shows: 1230, 3:1 5, S, 630. 830. 1030 


CONCORD ‘V 
MR. JONES 

Shows: 1230, 330, 6:13. 830, 1030 

CONCORD c 2’ 
FOREVER YOUNG 

Shows: 1230, 330, 6:15, 830, 10:30 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


The grand opening of Amoun 
Theatre 
April 20 1994 
Political comedy 

Forbidden X Forbidden 


Tel.: 675571 

NabQ Al Mashfni Theatre 


Look out for the surprise 


in the coming play 


Nabil & Hisham’s Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


Two more weeks before the per- 
formances of the political comedy 1 

“Ahlan Arab 
Summit Conference" 

Come to an end 
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Iraq refuses to lift immunity 
of diplomats held in Beirut 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Iraq 
rejected on Saturday Leba- 
non's request to lift the im- 
munity or two Iraqi diplomats 
suspected of involvement in 
the killing of an Iraqi dissident 
in Beirut, state-run television 
Tele Liban reported. 

It quoted Foreign Ministry 
sources as saying Iraq’s charge 
d'affaires told ministry 
Secretary-General Zafer AI 
Hassan that Iraq rejected a 
request to lift immunity of 
Cultural Attache Mohammad 
Khadhem and Commercial 
Attache Khaled Khalaf. 

' The two Iraqi diplomats 
were arrested on Wednesday, 
hours after wealthy Iraqi dissi- 
dent Taieb Al Suheil, who 
opposed the government of 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein. was killed at his west 
Beirut residence on Tuesday. 

Beirut newspapers were rife 
with speculation on Saturday 
Lebanon would cut diplomatic 
ties with Iraq if its request was 
turned down. Lebanese offi- 
cials had no immediate com- 
ment. 

Foreign Ministry sources 
said Lebanon's decision, which 
may extend to cutting ties, 
would be announced on Mon- 
day by foreign Minister Fans 
Bouez. 

I Iraqi Charge d'Affaires 
Awadh Fakhri, looking re- 
laxed after meeting Mr. Has- 
san, told reporters at tbe Fore- 
ign Ministry: “I am relaxed... 
in matters bigger than this we 
did not cut ties with other 
Countries." 

: He noted that 12,000 
Lebanese live and work in Iraq 
and “they are treated like 
brotheis.” 

; “Every country should think 
of its interests," said Mr. 
Fakhri, who carried Lebanon's 
request personally to Baghdad. 


He also said he believed it 
was unlikely Lebanon would 
take Iraq to the International 
Court of Justice in the Hague 
over the issue. 

A Beirut newspaper re- 
ported that Lebanon seek 
World Court action if Iraq 
failed to agree to Lebanon's 
request. Government officials 
refused comment on the re- 
port. 

The government says the 
attaches admitted under inter- 
rogation to involvement in the 
slaying under direct orders 
from Iraqi intelligence in 
Baghdad. 

Suheil, 64, identified as a 
key figure in a plot against 
President Saddam last year, 
was killed by a single shot to 
the heart at his Beirut apart- 
ment. 

The assassin's silence- 
equipped pistol was found in 
the car the two diplomats used 
to flee the scene, according to 
the authorities. 

The authorities also want to 
interrogate Iraqi Consul Ali 
Sultan Darwish, allegedly the 
chief intelligence officer at the 
embassy, on suspicion of being 
the overall mastermind of the 
assassination. 

Another embassy employee, 
George Teredjian, was formal- 
ly charged Friday with com- 
plicity in Suheil’s slaying, and 
ordered held in solitary con- 
finement as well. 

Asked if the dispute be- 
tween Beirut and Baghdad 
would be resolved, Mr. Fakhri 
said : “This is in the hands of 
the Lebanese government. We 
have been cooperative and re- 
sponsive.” 

In order to put the two 
diplomats on trial, Mr. Hassan 
summoned Mr. Fakhri on 
Thursday to ask him to lift 


their immunity. 

Mr. Hassan also demanded 
Iraq hand over a third suspect, 
embassy guard Hadi Hassan 
who took refuge at the Iraqi 
embassy, which is ringed by 
Lebanese security forces. Mr. 
Hassan is not considered a 
diplomat. 

"Both requests were refused 
by tbe Iraqis,” a source at the 
Foreign Ministry told Reuters. 

The only Lebanese diplomat 
in Baghdad, Charge d'Affiares 
Saad Zakhya, has been called 
home. 

Mr. Bouez told reporters on 
Thursday it was premature to 
say whether Beirut would cut 
ties over the killing, adding he 
hoped Iraq would cooperate. 
He has also said the Iraqi 
embassy had asked Lebanon to 
release the two diplomats, who 
are being held on arrest war- 
rants issued by an investigating 
judge. 

Relations between Iraq and 
Lebanon have been* tense for 
years. Syria, Iraq's arch rival, 
intervened in the Lebanese 
civil war in 1976 and estab- 
lished itself as Lebanon's main 
foreign power broker. 

Ties worsened when Iraq 
backed rebel Christian Gener- 
al Michel Aoun during his 
failed 1989 war against Syrian 
forces in Lebanon. Relations 
also turned sour two years later 
when Syria joined a U.S.-led 
alliance that ousted Iraq from 
Kuwait. 

Suheil, who left Iraq after 
the 1958 overthrow of King 
Faisal was the second foreigner 
murdered in Beirut this year. 
A Jordanian diplomat, Nayeb 
Al Maaytah was shot dead in 
January/ Members of Abu 
Nidai’s Palestinian guerrilla 
group were accused of the 
assassination. 


Sudan says large areas pacified 

KHARTOUM (R) — A government-owned newspaper said 
on Saturday large areas of southern Sudan previously torn by 
unrest were now peaceful. Al Ingaz Al Watani newspaper said 
people in the towns of Fanjafc and Attar, where five relief 
workers were seized and then released by the rebel Sudan 
Peoples Liberation Army (SPLA) in February, were living 
normal lives without fear. The newspaper said the army was in 
control of the area and was receiving defectors from the SPLA 
at the rate of 20 per day. However, a state television 
programme on Friday night indicated that the army had been 
m action oin Bahr Al Jebel state in the Equatorial regional of 
southern Sudan. The SPLA and foreign journalists recently 
reported fighting between government troops and SPLA 
forces south of Juba, southern Sudan's main town, and many 
civilians are reported to have fled south to escape. The Sudan 
government has officially not commented on the reported 
fighting. The 11-year-old war between the Khartoum govern- 
ment and the SPLA has displaced most of the six million 

. people of southern Sudan, making it difficult or impossible for 

■ them to grow crops. 

Saudi holds Pakistani drug suspects 

DUBAI (R) — Eight Pakistanis who travelled to Saudi Arabia 
on Muslim pilgrimage visas could be beheaded if found guilty 
of drug trafficking, newspapers said on Saturday. The Saudi 
Arabian papers said all eight, arrested in Jeddah, had 
confessed to selling illicit drugs to youngsters after entering the 
kingdom to perform a minor pilgrimage. They published 

■ pictures of the accused but did not say wtaen they were 
arrested. Tbe alleged gang leader was identified as Saadat 
Doakhan wbo said the group had sold various narcotics, 
mainly adulterated heroin. Saudi Arabia, home to Islam's two 
holiest shrines, enforces strict Islamic law and executes rapists, 
mnderers and drug traffickers. Beheadings are usually carried 
out in a public square after Friday noon prayers. This week, 
Bashir AJimad Bashir, a Syrian, was beheaded for smuggling 
drugs into the kingdom. 

Attack on Pakistani mosque injures 5 

KARACHI (R) — Five people including the prayer-leader 
were injured when a bomb exploded at a Karachi mosque 
during dawn prayers Saturday, police and ambulance sources 
said. Two of the injured were in critical condition, ambulance 
sources said. There was no immediate information on who set 
off the bomb at the “imambargah” Shiite Muslim mosque in 
centra] Karachi. Police said they had formed a team to 
investigate the blast, which occurred a day after gunmen killed 
a former member of parliament. Rehan Umer Farooqi, in 
eastern Karachi. A local Shiite leader was shot dead in the 
town of Sheikhpura in central Punjab province two days ago, 
according to newspaper reports. Militant groups of majority 
Sunni Muslims and Shiites have often clashed over theological 
differences. 

Clintons eligible for tax refund 

WASHINGTON (R) — President Bill Clinton and Hillary 
Rodham Clinton are entitled to an income tax refund of $7,982 
on their 1993 taxes but will apply the money to their 1994 
taxes, the White House said Friday. The Clintons reported an 
adjusted gross income of $293,757, including Mr. Clinton’s 
presidential salary of 5189,167. They paid $62,670 in federal 
taxes and claimed itemised deductions of $71,432. Since he 
was inaugurated on Jan. 20, 1993, and thus nqf in office all 12 
months, Mr. Clinton earned less than the president's full 
yearly salary of $200,000. Like millions of Americans, the 
Clintons signed and mailed their federal income tax returns on 
the April 15 deadline for sending them to the Internal 
Revenue Service. 

Last Nicaraguan contras turn in arms 

QUILALI, Nicaragua (R) — The last of Nicaragua’s contra 
rebels surrendered their weapons Friday, ending a cycle of 
guerrilla warfare in this Central American country. “With this, 
we close the chapter of war in Nicaragua, and we end the 
smiling of blood,” rebel commander Jose Angel Talavera, 
alias the Jackal, told Interior Minister Alfredo Mendieta as 
Mr. Talavera handed over his U.S. made M-16 rifle. The 
rebels were the last remnants of the U.S.-financed contra rebel 
army that battled the Soviet- and Cuban-backed Sandinisza 
government of the 1980s in a war that cost 30,000 lives. 
Though the Sandinistas were defeated in a 1990 election, 
hundreds of former contras began re-arming in 1991 to protest 
continued Sandinista control of the army. 
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Turkish 
official says 
trade ties 
with Iraq 
must be 
restored 

NICOSIA (Agencies) — A 
senior Turkish official ended a 
three-day visit to Baghdad on 
Saturday, saying Turkey would 
work towards persuading the 
international community to lift 
tbe U.N. embargo crippling 
Iraq, the Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) reported. 

Ozdem San berk, a Turkish 
Foreign Ministry under- 
secretary, said Turkey had 
started taking the steps neces- 
sary to resume commercial re- 
lations as soon as the sanctions 
were removed. 

Mr. San berk was in Baghdad 
for talks on the disposal of an 
estimated 7.5 million barrels of 
oil trapped in an Iraqi pipeline 
to Turkey's Mediterranean 
coast. Experts have said Tur- 
key is concerned the oil could 
erode the structure and render 
it unfit for use by the time the 
embargo is lifted. 

The Turkish official told the 
INA his talks in Baghdad had 
been “positive and friendly." 

“It was agreed with the Iraqi 
side on the necessity of restor- 
ing trade relations between the 
two countries to its normal 
previous situation before tbe 
embargo was imposed." the 
news agency quoted Mr. San- 
berk as saying. 

“The current role of Turkey 
is to help the international' 
society towards lifting the 
embargo of Iraq, and ending 
the suffering of its people,” 
Mr. San berk said, according to 
tbe report monitored in Nico- 
sia. 

Mr. San berk also said con- 
tacts between the two coun- 
try’s foreign ministries would 
continue. His visit was made in 
response to an invitation ex- 
tended by his Iraqi counter- 
part, Riyad Al Qaisi, who was 
in Ankara in January for talks 
on the pipeline and to seek 
Turkey’s support for an end to 
the U.N. sanctions. 

On Friday, the Al Thawra 
newspaper of Iraq’s Baath Par- 
ty urged Turkey to unilaterally 
break the embargo, which the 
U.N. Security Council ex- 
tended for another six months 
earlier in March. 

Iraq wants Malaysia to help 
win support against the United 
Nations sanctions, Iraqi Fore- 
ign Minister Mohammad 
Saeed Al Sahaf said on Satur- 
day. 

“We are seeking the support 
of Malaysia to the just demand 
of lifting sanctions imposed on 
the Iraqi people,” he told re- 
porters. 

The Iraqi minister had called 
on Malaysia's Acting Foreign 
Minister Syed Hamid Albar on 
Friday. 



TENSION BELOW SURFACE: An Inkatha Free- 
dom Party (IFP) supporter taunts a South 
African Defence Force soldier on guard during 
j an IFP protest held on Saturday in Benoni, east 


of Johannesburg (see page 8). The IFP was 
prot e st i ng against general elections scheduled for 
iatpr this month ami the killing of their members 

(AFP photo) 


PLO insists on release 
of Hamas prisoners 


CAIRO (R) — The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) will insist in the next 
round of talks on Sunday that 
Israel release Hamas prisoners 
held for political offences de- 
spite Israel's refusal to let 
opponents to the peace deal 
out on to the streets. 

The prisoners are one of the 
obstacles in the long drawn-out 
talks on details of Israeli with- 
drawal and Palestinian self- 
rule in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank town of Jericho. 

Chief Palestinian negotiator 
Nabil Shaath told Reuters: 
“We will continue to negotiate 
tbe release of all Palestinian 
prisoners including all Palesti- 
nian shades of opinion.” 

Israel’s attitude towards 
Hamas has hardened since 
members killed 12 Israelis by 
bombing buses in the towns of 
Afuia and Hadera over the 
past two weeks. 

Dr. Shaath said: “As much 
as we regret the incidents in 
Afuia and Hadera... this 
should not be in any way an 
excuse for maintaining the 
bondage and the imprisonment 
of hundreds of Palestinians 
who have committed absolute- 
ly no security offence and wbo 
are in Israeli jails because of 
political resistance to an illegal 
occupation. 

'This is the only acceptable 
consequence of our first 
genuine step towards peace. 
Peace should be conducted be- 
tween the Palestinian and the 
Israeli people and not only 
between Fateh and the Israeli 
Labour Party and the responsi- 
bility of the PLO covers all the 
Palestinian prisoners in Israeli 
jails.” 

Dr. Shaath argues that many 
Hamas members are in jail for 
non-violent political acts such 
as distributing leaflets, putting 


up banners and taking part in 
demonstrations. 

The two teams, led by Dr. 
Shaath and Israeli Major- 
General Amnon Shahak, have 
been trying for six months to 
work out details of a transfer of 
power in Gaza and Jericho. 

At the end of the last round 
of talks, which ended in Cairo 
on Tuesday. Israel agreed to 
free 5,000 Palestinian prisoners 
after it signs tbe autonomy 
agreement with the PLO. 

Dr. Shaath said negotiations 
would continue on Sunday on 
the rest of the 8,500 prisoners, 
many of whom are Hamas 
members. 

But Gen. Shahak, Israel's 
deputy chief of staff, said on 
Friday: “Hamas prisoners will 
not be released because they 
are against peace. We are not 
going to set on to the streets 
those who dedare they are 
going to kill us.” 

Israel’s stand is embarras- 
sing to tbe PLO, which wants 
to win the sympathy of oppo- 
nents of the agreement by 
showing them that the peace 
deal is a national, not a friction- 
al agreement. 

Dr. Shaath said the talks 
would also focus on jurisdic- 
tion and on security matters. 

Another PLO official said 
the jurisdiction issue and the 
map of Gaza were the two 
main controversial points be- 
fore signing. 

He said that on the Gaza 
map, the Israelis retained con- 
trol of all the coast and left to 
the Palestinians only a passage 
for commerce. They are refus- 
ing to allow Palestinian pat- 
rols, naval patrol boats and 
coastguards, he added. 

'This is a pending issue.- 
They are considering all the 
coast as a security zone,” the 


source said. 

He said Israelis want full 
access and control of the “yel- 
low zone” — the agricultural 
land around the Jewish settle- 
ments. The land is considered 
Palestinian property but the 
Israelis want full use of it for 
security purposes. 

“They do not want us to 
build or have any projects in 
these lands all around the set- 
tlements. They say they want 
frill access for security pur- 
poses,” the source added. 

The Israelis are demanding 
security jurisdiction on access 
roads linking the settlements 
with Israel. 

“If there is any security 
breach or disorder on these 
roads, the Israelis want the 
right to deal with it and to try 
the culprit in Israeli courts if it 
warrants," die source said, 

“This is their second line. 
They’ve now stopped saying 
that every offence against them 
will be under their jurisdiction. 
They agree to make it any in 
the security area. They see this 
as a great concession," another 
delegate said. 

- “At first they wanted - that 
anyone who stings or pinches 
an Israeli must be under their 
jurisdiction but now no, they 
want it only in the security 
areas — the lateral roads and 
the settlement area," he 
added. 

Tbe Palestinians were still 
refusing to allow tbe Israelis 
any jurisdiction over Palesti- 
nians in the self-rule areas. 
“We are telling them, 'no, you 
don’t not have any jurisdiction 
over Palestinians anywhere in 
Gaza and Jericho',” one 
source said. 

Dr. Shaath said civilian 
issues were almost finished and 
would take no longer than a 
day of talks. 


Berlusconi 
coalition 
wins key 
parliament 
positions 

ROME (AP) — The conserva- 
tive coalition led by media 
magnate Silvio Berlusconi won 
a major victory Saturday by 
capturing the leadership of 
both houses of parliament. 

The hard-fought battle, 
which took four rounds of vot- 
ing over two days in tbe Senate 
and Chamber of Deputies, 
opens the way for President 
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro to select a 
premier to form a government. 
Mr. Berlusconi, one of Italy's 
richest men, is the leading 
candidate. 

Tbe victory in the Senate 
was particularly significant be- 
cause the conservative coali- 
tion fell just shy of a majority 
in national elections March 27- 
28. It had won a dear majority 
in the chamber. 

Wild applause filled both 
chambers of parliament, and 
supporters of the Senate win- 
ner, Carlo Scognamiglio, 
pounded him on the back and 
shook his band. 

Mr. Scognamiglio, a uni- 
versity dean and former tele- 
communications executive, 
beat the former Senate leader, 
Giovanni Spadolini, by one 
vote after a tie ballot in tbe 
morning. If they had tied 
again, me rules would have 

f iven tbe older candidate, Mr. 
padolim, the job. 

Mr. Spadolini was sup- 
ported by the leftist coalition 
that lost the March election, 
and was portrayed by the con- 
servatives as a symbol of the 
past. 

The senate leader is second 
in line to the president of the 
country. 

Mr. Spadolini, a member of 
the tiny Republican Party, is a 
former premier. Mr. Scogna- 
migUo, elected as a member of 
tbe conservative Liberal Party 
to parliament in 1992, ran 
under the Forza Italia banner 
of Mr. Berlusconi. 

The chamber elected a 31- 
year-old woman, Irene Pivetti 
of the regionalist Northern 
League, as its leader. 

Controversy dogged her can- 
didacy. She was accused of 
having made anti-Semitic 
statements, a charge which she 
dismissed as “foolishness.” 
Ms. Pivetti failed to gain the 
required two-thirds majority in 
the first three rounds. The next 
round required a simple major- 
ity to win. 

Tire four-month-old Forza 
Italia, Northern League party 
and rightist National Alliance, 
which has neo-fascist joots, 
form the winning coalition. 

Tbe parliament voting coin- 
cided with a ruling by a Rome 
court Saturday that absolved 
the infamous Propaganda Due 
Masonic lodge of conspiring 
against die state. 


A first for peace — Israelis in Oman 


MUSCAT (AP) — Another 
breakthrough in the Arab- 
Israeli peace process was 
marked this weekend with the 
arrival of the first Israelis ever 
to set foot officially in the 
Gulf. 

But they formed only one of 
44 delegations in Muscat for a 
conference on management of 
the region’s scarce water re- 
sources — which experts fear 
could become the next source 
of conflict in the region — and 
the Omani hosts received them 
no differently from the rest. 

“Oman, like the rest of the 
Gulf, were places we only read 
about,” Yossi Gal, spokesman 
for the Israeli delegation, told 
tbe Associated Press over 
breakfast Saturday. "The 
peace process is a long process, 
but this is another step in the 
direction.” 


The four-day water meeting, 
which begins Sunday, is part of 
a series of discussions on future 
cooperation in the fields of 
economy, water, refugees, dis- 
armament and environment 
that began after the 1991 Mad- 
rid peace conference. 

They are known as tbe 
multilateral track of the 29- 
month-old U.S. -sponsored 
Middle East peace process and 
are designed to build a founda- 
tion for peace by fostering 
cooperation on important re- 
gional issues. 

They are different from the 
bilateral negotiations hosted 
by tbe United States, which 
involve Israel, Syria, Lebanon, 
Jordan and the Palestinians. 

Syria and Lebanon are 
boycotting the multflaterals, 
now in their fifth round, saying 
an overall peace deal should 


come first 

Syria said Saturday the talks 
would open the door for furth- 
er Israeli procrastination on its 
withdrawal from occupied 
Arab lands. 

And Iran, which opposes the 
entire peace process, Saturday 
condemned its good friend 
Oman for allowing the Israelis, 
to attend the conference. 

Without naming Oman, 
state-run Tehran Radio said: 
“It is amazing that countries 
without diplomatic relations 
with the Zionist regime are 
welcoming these occupiers 
whose hands are drenched with 
the blood of innocent Palesti- 
nians.” 

Khamees Al Battash, head 
of tbe water conference's orga- 
nising committee, said Omanis 
and Israelis have met before at 
previous conferences - 


“But it is the first time we 
host them and the first time the 
Israelis come to our conn tty,” 
he said. “We have received 
them as any other delegation." 

The 19-member Israeli 
team, led by Deputy Foreign 
Minister ana Israeli- 
Palestinian peace negotiator 
Yossi Beilin, arrived late Fri- 
day via Egypt, accompanied by 
an equal number of journalists. 

They were taken on the sce- 
nic but empty roads from the 
airport to the w at erfr on t Mus- 
cat Intercontinental Hotel. 

“This here is business as 
usual, another example that 
the peace process is stronger 
than terrorism — terrorism on 
buui siues, siuu uraqi-oorn 

Freddy Zachv who is responsi- 
ble for civil administration in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 


Sheikh’s family blames U.S. for his health problems 


CAIRO (AP) — Sheikh Oraar 
Abdul Rahman's family 
blamed “bad treatment... and 
lack of proper food” for the 
cleric’s ailing health in a U.S. 
prison. 

In a telephone call from the 
sheikh’s oasis home at 
Fayoum. SO kilometres south 
of Cairo, the sheikh's son 
Abdullah Omar, 18, said he 
had heard no reports that his 
father needs heart surgery. But 
he said he would not be sur- 
prised if it were true, because 
the sheikh was being denied 
food and company. 

Jailed in New \ork. Sheikh 
Omar awaits trial on charges 
he directed 15 other men in a 
plot to bomb the United Na- 
tions building and the Holland 
and Lincoln tunnels and to 
carry out assassinations and 
kidnappings. His followers 
have been implicated in the 
Feb. 26. 1993, bombing of New 


York’s World Trade Centre. 

Ron Kuby, one of the blind 
cleric's New York lawyers, said 
Thursday that Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman told him the U.S. 
Bureau of Prisons tried to get 
his consent to heart surgery. 
He said doctors had deter- 
mined the surgery was neces- 
sary to unclog potentially fatal 
congested arteries. 

Mr. Kuby said Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman refused because he 
“does not trust the government 
to provide proper medical 
care.” 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman's son 
Abdullah said he had heard 
nothing of a possible heart 
problem but said he was not 
surprised that his father's 
health was declining. 

The sheikh’s son, who fol- 
lowed his father in studying at 
Cairo's Al Azhar, the centre of 
religious instruction for Sunni 
Islam, said “bad treatment in 


the U.S. prisons" is causing 
sheikh Omar’s plight. “Keep- 
■ing him in solitary confine- 
ment” did it, Abdullah said, 
and “not giving him the food 
he needs." 

"The sheikh has requested 
meat butchered in the Islamic 
way, but they refuse,” said 
Abdullah, the eldest of Sheikh 
Abdul-Rahman’s 10 children 
remaining in Egypt. 

Abdullahsaid ms father calls 
“every few days” from his U.S. 
prison 

But Abdullah said his father 
normally says nothing to upset 
his family, “every time we ask 
about his health, he just says, 
Thanks be to God’,” Abdullah 
said. 

He says the family nonnalJy 
learns of his father's prison 
ordeal through magazines and 
newspapers that interview him . 
•‘We always ask him about the 
interviews, if what was said is 


true,” Abdullah said. “He says 
yes.” 

In one of those interviews, 
Abdullah said, the London- 
based Lebanese magazine Al 
Wasat reported that the sheikh 
“likened prisons in tbe U.S. to 
those in Egypt.” 

He served eight months in 
1970 for preventing people 
from praying over the corpse 
of republican Egypt’s first 
President Gamal Abdul Nas- 
ser. He also was 1 imprisoned 
for a time after Nasser’s suc- 
cessor Anwar Sadat was assas- 
sinated in 1981 on the ground 
he told his followers killing 
Sadat was religiously sound. 
He was acquitted. 

Asked if nis father could be 
suffering heart problems, 
Abdullah said “that is up to 
God” but added that his father 
had suffered "crises" brought 
uu by “uuiiGiuourishment 
when he was in prison.” 



Diana will make 
rare public 
appearances 

LONDON (AP) — Princess 
Diana, who rarely takes pan in 
official duties nowadays, will 
make two public appearances at 
D-Day anniversary events in 
June, Buckingham Palace said 
Friday. Princess Diana, who 
announced in December she 
was getting out of the public 
spotlight to spend more time 
with her two sons, will join 
other members of the royal 
family at a commemoration 
service on June 5. The 32-year- 
old princess, who is separated 
from Prince Charles, will join 
her mother-in-law. Queen Eli- 
zabeth IL and other members 
of tbe royal family at the out- 
door service for veterans in 
Southsea, 60 miles (95 km) 
south of London. Prince 
Charles, 45, will not attend the 
service, according to the sche- 
dule of events released by the 
palace. On June 3, Princess 
Diana will be in London's 
Green Park to unveil a monu- 
ment commemorating tbe 
Canadian war effort. 

Jackie Onassis 
hospitalised 

NEW YORK (R) — Jac- 
queline Kennedy Onassis, the 
widow of assassinated Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy, is being 
treated in a New York hospit- 
al. CBS News reported Friday. 
Mrs. Onassis, 64, revealed two 
months ago that she was re- 
ceiving chemotherapy for can- 
cer of the lymph system, but 
CBS had no information on 
whether her hospitalisation 
was related to that ailment. 
The former first lady has lived 
in Manhattan for years work- 
ing as an editor, following the 
1975 death of Greek shipping 
tycoon Aristotle Onassis, 
whom she married five years 
after Kennedy was sbot in Dal- 
las by Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Caffeine heightens 
stress in 
workplace 

BOSTON (R) — Coffee lovers 
and people who drink other 
cafferaated beverages at work 
may experience intensified 
stress, according to a new 
study. The study, presented 
Friday at the annual confer- 
ence of tbe American Psycho- 
somatic Society in Boston by 
researchers at Duke University 
Medical Centre, found that 
caffeine stimulates the produc- 
tion of stress hormones, parti- 
cularly adrenaline. This can 
trigger rises in blood pressure, 
heart rate and blood cholester- 
ol — all of which contribute to 
the development of heart dis- 
ease. “What we found is that 
caffeine interacts with stress 
and intensifies it, so that if 
you combine coffee drinking 
with a stressful job, the effects 
will be even more detrimental 
to your health,” said James 
Lane, assistant research pro- 
fessor in psychiatry at Duke, 
who led the study. “Moreover, 
there is evidence that work- 
related stress may increase cof- 
fee consumption, which would 
further exaggerate car- 
diovascular ana neuroendoc- 
rine stress responses,” he said. 

Tobacco chiefs 
deny cigarettes 
are addictive 

WASHINGTON (R) — Major 
U.S. tobacco company heads 
denied cigarettes are addictive 
and rejected congressional 
charges tbat cigarettes are 
spiked with additional nicotine 
to keep smokers hooked. In a 
hearing that became steadily 
more contentious as the day 
wore on, chiefs of seven giant 
tobacco companies told a con- 
gressional health subcommit- 
tee that tobacco is not addic- 
tive— rejecting the findings of 
the U.S. Surgeon General, 
American Medical Associa- 
tion, World Health Associa- 
tion and a host of other medic- 
al authorities. “If h causes 
addiction, could 43 million 
Americans have quit?’' asked 
James Johnston, chief execu- 
tive of R.J. Reynolds Tobacco 
Co., whose brands include 
Winston, Salem and Camel. 
“Smokers are not drag users or 
addicts, and we do not appreci- 
ate being characterised as 
such,” said Philip Morris USA 
President William Campbell, 
whose company makes Marl- 
boro and Virginia Slims 
cigarette*. In prepared testi- 
mony, Campbell • said, 
"cigarette smoking is not 
addictive.” Tbe U.S. Surgeon 
General has reported tobacco 
is as addictive as cocaine or 
heroin, but the tobacco chiefs 
dismissed the smoking habit as 
no more addictive than watch- 
ing television, playing video 
games or eating twinkles. 
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